
along w
ith C

ushm
an's recom

-
m

endation. 
In

stead
, W

ilso
n
's n

am
e h

as 
b
e
e
n
 fo

rw
a
rd

e
d
 b

y
 S

c
h
le

-
sin

g
er to

 fo
r th

e P
resid

en
t's 

en
d
o
rsem

en
t, w

h
ich

 is ex
-

pected by senior m
ilitary and 

civilian sources. 
D

efen
se o

fficials say
 th

e 
P

entagon's recom
m

endation of 
W

ilson w
as based on "the big, 

b
ro

ad
 issu

es co
n
fro

n
tin

g
 th

e 
M

arine •C
orps,a nd not m

uch 
on personalities." 

A
nderson, w

ho w
as a front-

ru
n
n
er fo

r th
e jo

b
 u

n
til re-

cently, has been the focus of a 
b
itter, b

eh
in

d
-th

e-scen
es d

is-
pute w

ithin the general officer 
corps.for the past year. 

w
o m

onths ago, som
e M

a-
rin

e g
en

erals alleg
ed

 th
at p

ri-
v
ate letters sen

t to
 th

em
 b

y
 

the com
m

andant, w
hich w

ere 
ty

p
ed

 in
 A

n
d
erso

n
s o

ffice, 
m

ay have been secretly coded 
to

 id
en

tify
 th

em
 w

ith
 th

eir 
v
iew

s o
n
 w

h
o
 th

e n
ex

t co
m

-
m

andant should be. 
A

n investigation w
as under-

tak
en

 b
y
 N

av
y
 U

n
d
er S

ecre-
tary

 D
av

id
 S

. P
o
tter. P

o
tter 

acknow
ledged that about half 

of the 70 M
arine generals had 

ex
p
ressed

 co
n
cern

 o
r p

ro
-

tested the episode. 
T

h
e in

v
estig

atio
n
, h

e-  said
, 

show
ed that there w

ere suffi-
cien

t v
ariatio

n
s in

 ty
p
in

g
 to

 
identify each general w

ith his 
resp

o
n
se, b

u
t th

at th
e v

aria-
tions could have been acciden-
tal. A

n
d
erso

n
 h

as d
en

ied
 an

y
 

w
rong-doing. 
O

th
er g

en
erals h

av
e co

m
-

p
lain

ed
 p

riv
ately

 th
at A

n
d
er-

so
n
 h

as d
o
m

in
ated

 th
e selec-

tion boards by w
hich M

arine 
C

orps generals are chosen for 
prom

otion. 
M

arin
e reco

rd
s sh

o
w

 th
at 

sin
ce b

ein
g
 n

am
ed

 assistan
t 

co
m

m
an

d
an

t b
y
 C

u
sh

m
an

 in
 

A
p
ril, 1

9
7
2
, A

n
d
erso

n
 h

as 
headed four of the seven gen-
eral-o

fficer selectio
n
 b

o
ard

s 
h
eld

 in
 th

e p
ast th

ree y
ears. 

T
h
at is m

o
re th

an
 an

y
 o

th
er 

senior officer, though form
er 

A
ssistan

t C
o
m

m
an

d
an

t G
en

. 
L

. W
. W

alt and form
er C

om
-

m
an

d
an

t G
en

. W
allace M

. 
G

reen
e 'each

 h
ead

ed
 th

ree 
b
o
ard

s in
 d

ifferen
t tim

e p
e-

riod. 

W
ipa p E

xpected to G
et T

op M
arine P

ost 
2
 q

t 7
 

B
y M

ichael G
etler 

W
ashington P

ost S
taff W

riter 
L

t. G
en. L

ouis H
. W

ilson, a 
W

orld W
ar II M

edal of •H
onor 

w
in

n
er an

d
 n

o
w

 co
m

m
an

d
er 

o
f U

.S
. M

arin
e fo

rces in
 th

e 
P

acific, is expected to be nom
-

in
ated

 b
y
 P

resid
en

t F
o
rd

 to
 

becom
e the next com

m
andant 

of the M
arine C

orps. 
T

he anticipated nom
ination 

o
f W

ilso
n
 to

 th
e to

p
 M

arin
e 

post reflects a decision by the 
S

ecretary of the N
avy and the 

S
ecretary of D

efense to over-
ru

le th
e reco

m
m

en
d
atio

n
 o

f 
I outgoing C

om
m

andant G
en. 

B
e
r
t  E

.  C
ushm

an. 
C

ushm
an is m

ow
n to have 

recom
m

ended that his assist-
ant, four-star G

en. E
arl E

. an-
derson, succeed him

 w
hen he 

retires later this year. 
In recent m

onths, how
ever, 

senior P
entagon officials said 

th
at N

av
y
 S

ecretary
 J. W

il-
liam

 M
id

d
en

d
o
rf II an

d
 d

e-
fe

n
se

 S
e
c
re

ta
ry

  Ja
m

e
s R

. 
S

chlesinger have interview
ed 

m
ore than a dozen top M

arine 
g
en

erals an
d
 th

at b
o
th

 secre-
taries h

av
e d

eclin
ed

 to
 g

o
 

In a recent interview
, C

ush-
m

an
 .su

g
g
ested

 th
at so

m
e 

M
arin

e g
en

erals m
ay

 b
e b

e-
h
in

d
 th

e alleg
atio

n
s ag

ain
st 

A
nderson because A

nderson, 
if n

o
m

in
ated

, w
o
u
ld

 b
eco

m
e 

th
e first av

iato
r, rath

er th
an

 
g
ro

u
n
d
 o

fficer, n
am

ed
 co

m
-

m
andant. 
O

ther senior generals—
w

ho 
asked that their nam

es not be 
used—

have vigorously denied 
th

at an
y
 air-g

ro
u
n
d
 b

attle is 
behind the controversy. 

C
ushm

an, w
ho w

as an aide 
to then-V

ice P
resident N

ixon 
an

d
 w

as later ap
p
o
in

ted
 b

)S
r 

N
ix

o
n
 first to

 th
e d

ep
u
ty

 d
i-

recto
r's jo

b
 at th

e C
en

tral In
-

telligence A
gency and then to 

the com
m

andant's post, is due 
to

 retire in
 D

ecem
b
er, b

u
t 

m
ay do so earlier. 
W

ilso
n
, 5

5
, is a n

ativ
e o

f 
B

randon, M
iss., and is know

n 
to be a favorite of S

en. C
. S

ten-
nis (D

-M
iss.), w

ho heads the 
pow

erful S
enate A

rm
ed S

erv-
ices C

om
m

ittee. 
W

ilso
n
 jo

in
ed

 th
e M

arin
es 

in
 1

9
4
1
 an

d
 w

o
n
 th

e M
ed

al 

L
T

. G
E

N
. L

O
U

IS
 W

IL
S

O
N

 
... M

edal of H
onor w

inner 

of H
onor as a 24-year-old cap-

tain
 in

 Ju
ly

, 1
9
4
4
, fo

r h
is ac-

tio
n
s d

u
rin

g
 a

n
 a

ssa
u
lt o

n
 

G
u
am

. W
ilso

n
 w

as w
o
u
n
d
ed

 
th

ree tim
es in

 th
e assau

lt b
u
t 

m
anaged to lead his rifle com

-
p
an

y
 in

 cap
tu

rin
g
 an

 en
em

y
 

position. 


