
WASHINGTON (AP) — Pres-
ident Nixon has made his deci- 
sion on the release of White 
House tape recordings and will 
send that decision to the Senate 
Watergate committee Monday, 
a Nixon spokesman said Fri-
day. 

But Deputy Press Secretary 
Gerald L. Warren gave no hint 
about what the decision might 
be. Published reports said, 
however, the decision would be 
to deny the committee's re-
quest for the tapes which could 
become the ultimate witness at 
the Senate Watergate hearings. 

It was disclosed earlier this 
week at the hearings that since 
1 971 Nixon had been recording 
conversations and telephone 
calls at the White House and 
he Executive Office Building. 
he Watergate committee feels 

he tapes could go a long way 
ward clearing up glaring dis-

repancies in the testimony of 
everal witnesses and define, at 
ast to some degree, the extent 
f any knowledge Nixon may 
ave had of the Watergate af-
ir and cover-up. 
Nixon already has refused to 

turn other White House records 
over to the committee, citing 
the twin doctrines of separation 
of powers" and executive privi-
lege. 

John D. Ehrlichman, Nixon's 
former chief domestic affairs 
adviser, said he hopes the 
White House will produce the 
tapes. 

"I think they will be the ulti-
ate evidence," Ehrlichman 

said in an interview with Ger- 
ald Seymour of Britain's Inde-

ndent Television News. 
Ehrlichman, who has hiniself 

been accused in testimony be- 
fore the Senate committee of 
complicity in the cover-up of 
the Watergate burglary, said he 
had not known his conversa-
tions with Nixon were being 
taped but said he would have 
nothing to worry about if the 
tapes were made public. 

"Thinking back, I may have 
said some things about some 
people to the President that 
were very frank and candid 
and unvarnished but as far as 
events and circumstances or 

my position in this whole con- 

t. 
 roversy, I don't think I have a 

thing to worry about as far as 
hose tapes are concerned," 
hrlichman said. "I'm de-
ghted they are there." 
Warren said Nixon would 

transmit his decision to the 
tapes in a letter to Watergate 
cenamittee Chairman Sam L. 
Ervin Jr., D-N.C. The White 
House said previously that Nix-
on planned to work on the let-
ter during a weekend stay at 
Camp David, Md. 

Leaving the hospital after a 

week-long bout with viral pneu-
monia, Nixon returned to the 
White House briefly and told a 
gathering of his staff in the 
Rose Garden, "Let others wal-
low in Watergate, we are going 
to do our job." 

Warren would not say wheth- 

er presidential conversations 
are still being taped and wheth- 
er there will be recordings of 
Nixon's Tuesday and Wednes-
day meetings with the Sah of 
Iran. 

As for Nixon's promised 
meeting with Ervin, Warren 
said he had nothing new to say 
about it and that no date has 
been set. 

On a related matter, the FBI 
set out on a full-scale investiga- 
tion of the hoax telephone call 
which led the Watergate com-
mittee to believe Thursday that 
the White House had agreed to 
turn over the tapes. Ervin too 
the call from a man who said 
he was Secretary of the Treas-
ury George P. Shultz. The man 
told Ervin the tapes would be 
turned over for the committee's 
use. 

Ervin announced the develop-
ment at the hearing, on nation- 
wide television, but had to res-
cind it within 30 minutes, when 
the real Shultz informed Ervin 
it was a bad joke. 

he 	
FBI, conceding Friday 

he case would be a hard one to 
olve because the telephone call 
an't be traced, interviewed in-
'viduals who had talked to the 

caller but wouldn't say if any 
progress was made. 

At the Watergate hearings 
Friday, a former assistant at- 
torney general, Robert C. Mar- 
dian, said Nixon was so con-
cerned about White House se- 
curity leaks in mid-1971 that he 
expressed fears about world. 
peace and his own ability to 
govern. 

Mardian said the remark was 
prompted by information that 
J. Edgar Hoover might be able 
to use secret wiretap tapes as a 
club to prolong his tenure as di- 
rector • of the FBI. The tapes 
were described as "some very 
sensitive national security sur- 
veillance logs," and were made 
from taps on telephones of staff 
members of the National Secur-
ity Council and newsmen. 

In other Watergate-related 
developments, one of the con- 
spirators, G. Gordon Liddy, re- 
fused to take the swearing-in 
oath when he appeared Friday 
before a House subcommittee 
investigating possible CIA con-
nections to the Watergate scan-
dal.• The subcommittee chair-
man, Rep. Lucien Nedzi, D-
Mich., said the panel would 
"take all necessary steps to ef-
fect a citation" against Liddy 
for contempt of Congress. 
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