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W
o

n
d

ers o
f W

aterg
ate d

o
 n

o
t cease. N

o
w

 th
e in

-
v

estig
atin

g
 sen

ato
rs h

av
e u

 b
led

 o
n

 to
 th

e u
ltim

ate 
w

itn
ess—

th
e o

n
e w

h
o

 ca re i y
 so

rt o
u

t th
e co

n
-

flictin
g
 ch

arg
es, reco

n
cile all th

e co
n
fu

sio
n
 an

d
 co

n
-

tradiction, save the P
resident or m

aybe sink him
. 

It's n
o

t Jo
h

n
 D

ean
 o

r Jo
h

n
 M

itch
ell, n

o
t H

ald
em

an
 

o
r E

h
rlich

m
an

, n
o
t ev

en
 P

resid
en

t N
ix

o
n
 h

im
self. In

 
th

e search
 fo

r tru
th

, th
ey

 h
av

e all b
een

 u
p
stag

ed
, 

appropriately enough, by an electronic gizm
o—

a tape 
reco

rd
er th

at faith
fu

lly
 eav

esd
ro

p
p

ed
 o

n
 all p

resi-
dential conversations. 

If th
e W

h
ite H

o
u

se w
ill tu

rn
 lo

o
se th

e sp
o

o
ls, th

ey
 

co
u

ld
 an

sw
er co

u
n

tless q
u

estio
n

s su
rro

u
n

d
in

g
 w

h
at 

the P
resident knew

 about W
atergate and w

hen, w
hich 

has becom
e the principal issue of the S

enate investiga-
tion. ' 

S
am

uel D
ash, the \ com

m
ittee's chief counsel, sm

iled 
lik

e a cat lick
in

g
 can

ary
 feath

ers fro
m

 h
is m

o
u
th

. 
"W

e now
 know

 there's a com
plete record of all these 

m
eetings," D

ash said. "I don't think you have to draw
 

a lin
e, an

d
 ad

d
 it u

p
." 

T
h
e startlin

g
 rev

elatio
n
 th

at th
e O

v
al O

ffice h
as 

b
ig

 ears w
as p

o
p

p
ed

 o
u

t y
esterd

ay
 b

y
 a relu

ctan
t 

W
hite H

ouse alum
nus nam

ed A
lexander B

utterfield, 
'w

h
o
 u

sed
 to

 arran
g
e fo

r secu
rity

 an
d
 h

isto
rical ar-

ch
iv

es, am
o

n
g

 o
th

er m
atters, w

h
en

 h
e w

as a d
ep

u
ty

 
assistan

t to
 th

e P
resid

en
t. 
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a secretary
, so

m
e b

y
 d

icta-
p

h
o

n
e b

elt." A
lso

, h
e said

, 
th

ere w
ere "a lim

ited
 n

u
m

-
ber of m

eetings recorded in.  
1

9
6

8
 in

 th
e C

ab
in

et ro
o

m
. 

M
ost of these concerned na-

tional security m
atters." 

W
hite H

ouse confirm
ation 

of the practice of autom
atic 

recording under M
r. N

ixon, 
rev

ealed
 y

esterd
ay

 in
 testi-

M
ony by W

hite H
ouse aide 

A
lexander B

utterfield, cam
e 

in
 a

 sh
o

rt le
tte

r fro
m

 J. 
F

red B
uzhardt, special coun-

sel to
 M

r. N
ix

o
n

, to
 S

en
. 

S
am

 J. E
rv

in
 Jr. (D

-N
.C

.), 
c
h

a
irm

a
n

 o
f th

e
 S

e
n

a
te

 
W

atergate com
m

ittee. 
M

r. N
ixon's conversations 

h
av

e b
een

 reco
rd

ed
 "sin

ce 
h

e sp
rin

g
 o

f 1
9

7
1

," B
u

z-
iard

t w
ro

te. "I am
 ad

v
ised

 
th

at th
is sy

stem
, w

h
ich

 is 
still in use, is sim

ilar to that 
m

ployed by the last adm
in-

stra
tio

n
 a

n
d
 w

h
ic

h
 h

a
d
 

een discontinued from
 1969 

n
til th

e spring of 1971." 
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T
he W

hite H
ouse reported 

v
e
st d

a
y

 th
a
t th

e
 N

ix
o

n
 

A
d

m
in

istratio
n

 sy
stem

 o
f 

autom
atically recording M

r. 
N

ixon's conversations in se-
v

e
ra

l o
ffic

e
s a

n
d

 o
n

 h
is 

p
h
o
n
es is "sim

ilar" to
 o

n
e 

used in the previous adm
in-

istration. 
B

u
t Jo

h
n

so
n

 ad
m

in
istra-

tio
n

 o
fficials q

u
ick

ly
 • said

 
they knew

 nothing of it. 
A

 sp
o

k
esm

an
 fo

r th
e S

e-
ret S

ervice, w
hich installed 

he system
 for the N

ixon ad- 
*
n
istratio

n
, said

 if th
ere 

as one in place during the 
o
h
n
so

n
 y

ears, th
e S

ecret 
ervice didn't put it there. 
H

arry M
iddleton, director 

o
f th

e L
y
n
d
o
n
 B

. Jo
h
n
so

n
 

L
ib

rary
 in

 A
u
stin

, T
ex

as, 
said

 th
ro

u
g
h
 a fed

eral g
o
v
-

ern
m

en
t sp

o
k

esm
an

 th
at 

th
ere is a sectio

n
 in

 th
e li-

brary that "reflects selective 
telephone conversations" be-
tw

een M
r. Johnson and oth-

ers. S
o

m
e o

f th
em

, h
e 

said, 
"w

ere recorded m
anually by 

P
u
b
lic

 fig
u
re

s ra
n
g
in

g
 

fro
m

 G
e
o

rg
e
 M

e
a
n

y
 to

 
G

eo
rg

e R
o

m
n

ey
 reacted

 
w

ith
 in

cred
u
lity

 y
esterd

ay
 

to
 testim

o
n

y
 th

at P
resid

en
t 

N
ix

o
n
 h

ad
 tap

e-reco
rd

ed
 

conversations and telephone 
calls w

ithout consent. 
P

resent N
ixon adaninistra-, 

tion C
abinet m

em
bers, w

hile 
refraining from

 direct criti-
cism

 of the •P
resident, said 

to
 a m

an
 th

at th
ey

 d
id

n
't 

k
n
o
w

 th
eir co

n
v
ersatio

n
s 

w
ere being recorded. 
"N

o kidding," said form
er 

A
tto

rn
ey

 G
en

eral R
ich

ard
 

G
. K

leindienst in a voice of 
astonishm

ent. 
K

lein
d
ien

st, reach
ed

 at a 
hotel in L

ondon w
here he is 

o
n
 a b

u
sin

ess trip
, said

 h
e 

w
as n

o
t aw

are o
f th

e p
rac-

tice and w
ould "have no fur-

th
er co

m
m

en
t o

n
 it . . . b

e-
cau

se o
f m

y
 p

erso
n
al rela-

tio
n
sh

ip
 w

ith
 th

e
 P

re
si-

dent." 
"I'm

 literally
 asto

n
ish

ed
, 

I'm
 incredulous," said R

ob-
e
rt H

. F
in

c
h
, lo

n
g
tim

e
 

:3 
N

ix
o

n
 co

n
fid

an
t an

d
 a fo

r-
m

er W
hite H

ouse counselor 
an

d
 H

ealth
, E

d
u

catio
n

 an
d

 
W

elfare S
ecretary

. "I re-
m

em
b

er b
ein

g
 to

ld
 b

y
 se-

v
eral so

u
rces th

at L
y
n
d
o
n
 

Jo
h

n
so

n
 h

ad
 an

 arran
g

e-
m

e
n
t lik

e
 th

a
t b

u
t it h

a
d
 

b
e
e
n

 d
isc

o
n

tin
u

e
d

. I a
s-

sum
ed that w

as the case." 
F

orm
er Interior S

ecretary 
W

alter J. H
ick

el, w
h

o
 w

as 
d
ism

issed
 b

y
 th

e P
resid

en
t 

after publicly protesting the 
ad

m
in

istratio
n

's V
ietn

am
 

policies, said that "A
m

erica 
w

ill b
e sick

 at h
eart" o

v
er 

the disclosures and added: 
"I w

as try
in

g
 to

 g
et m

y
 

m
essage to the W

hite H
ouse 

anyw
ay. A

ll they had to do 
w

as ask." 
A

nother ex-C
abinet m

em
-

ber, form
er H

ousing and U
r-

ban D
evelopm

ent S
ecretary 

R
o
m

n
ey

, said
 th

at "fro
m

 a 
h

isto
rical stan

d
p

o
in

t" h
e 

w
as p

leased
 th

at h
is v

iew
s 

w
e
re

 re
c
o
rd

e
d
 b

u
t h

a
d
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Some Aides to Lyndon Johnson Say 
HISTORY, From Al 

Buzhardt offered no evi-
dence of his claim that the 
Johnson administration also 
had used such a system, but 
said, "a more detailed state-
ment concerning these pro-
cedures will be furnished to 
the committee shortly." 

While several Johnson ad-
ministration aides flatly 8P-
11iPil knowledge of any such 
automatic ally triggered sys-
torn of listening devices dill. ' 
ine the Johnson years, sr "e 
acknowledged that 
Johnson did have and (I'd 
rse rhone-connected record-
ing devices on selected occa-
sions. 

Rep. Jellies Jor.s (0-
Okla.), one-time apnoint-
ments secretary to Mr. John-
son, said, "There was a re-
cording device at the (LBJ)  

ranch" that was used during 
the Arab-Israeli War in 1967 
to record messages for the 
President, but "to my knowl-
edge none in the Oval Of-
fice." 

Robert Hardesty, a John-
son speechwriter, said the 
late President "did have the 
capability on his telephone 
to record," both in his office 
and in his 'bedroom, "but it 
wasn't anything that went 
on automatically. He would 
push a button." 

Hardesty, who later 
helped Mr. Johnson write 
hs memoirs, "The Vantage 
Point," said that in working 
on the manuscript lie did 
see transcripts of phone con-
versations. But none of 
them was worth using in the 
book, he said, and he 
couldn't recall who they in-
volved. 

Joseph A. Califon°, a spe-
cial assistant to Mr. Johnson 
at the White House, said he 
believed the late President 
"had on his White House 
Oval Office phone the capa-
bility, either by his doing 
something, or his secretary 
doing something, of taping a 
conversation." 

Califano said he could 
also recall one occasion dur-
ing the Six-Day War when 
Mr. Johnson waved to his 
secretary during a phone 
conversation, as if indicat-
ing it should be recorded. 
But he was not certain, Cali-
fano said, whether this occa-
sion was in the r..-_l  Office 
or at the LBJ Ranch. 
• Harry C. McPherson Jr., 
another Johnson speechwri-
ter, said that "never to my 
knowledge" had Mr. John-
son recorded a conversation. 

McPherson said he "could 
not write it off as a possibil-
ity," but could not conceive 
that he could spend four 
years at the White House 
and not know if it had been 
done. 

McPherson noted that it is 
"common practice" in gov-
ernment to have secretaries 
take down conversations in 
shorthand while listening in 
on an extension phone, and 
"on really crucial matters it 
is quite possible he would 
have someone take it down." 

All of these Johnson aides 
said they had never heard of 
any bugging of White House 
offices and it was inconceiv-
able to them that Mr. John-
son would have sanctioned 
such a system. 

"I think this is an outrag-
eous smear on a dead Presi- 

Selected Tape Recordings Were Made 
dent," Califano, now a Wash- 
ington lawyer, said. 

George Christian, who was 
Mr. Johnson's press secre-

=tary in his last presidential 
years, said he also had 
heard of no automatic sys-
tem but he "assumed" that 
important national' security 
meetings were recorded 
somehow. He never saw any 
transcripts or tapes, he said. 

Jones said there was a 
black box installed by the 
Secret Service that showed 
where Mr. Johnson was in 
the White House at all times 
"but there was no bugging 
done and no room bugging." 

Butterfield testified yes-
terday that a similar box 
used in the Nixon adminis-
tration to show Mr. Nixon's 
location triggered the auto-
matic taping device, and it 
was then activated by the 
sound of a voice. 

During his testimony, But- 

terfield was asked by Sen. 
Daniel K. Inouye (D-
Hawaii) whether he had 
"any information to indicate 
this taping was practiced in 
other administrations." 

Butterfield replied: "Well, 
in all honesty, Senator In-
ouye, I have heard the ru-
mor. I could not begin to 
identify the source. But I 
have heard those rumors for 
several years, and . . . when 
I called in the Secret Serv-
ice people, and gave them 
this particular instruction, 
there was the intimation by 
their gestures, by their re-
sponse to ,rne, they know 
how to proceed. From that, I 
would guess that it had been 
done, but I'm only guessing 
when I say that." 

One open use of 'a tape re-
corder by Mr. Johnson in 
the Oval Office is reported 
in a forthcoming book, 
"Lyndon," by Richard Har-
wood and Haynes Johnson  

of The Washington Post. 
The account says that in 
1964, at the opening of the 
conversation in which Mr 
Johnson advised then-Attor-
ney General Robert F. Ken 
nedy that he would not be 
Mr. Johnson's running-mate 
that year, the President 
reached out and turned on a 
recording device on his 
desk. 

Buzhardt, in his statement 
yesterday, alluded only to 
the Johnson administration 
in terms of an automatic re-
cording system. But David 
Powers, curator for the 
John F. Kennedy Library 
and former appointments 
secretary to Mr. Kennedy, 
said he knew of no such tel-
ephone monitoring system 
in the Kennedy White 
House. 

No tapes of White House 
phone calls or face-to-face 
conversations have turned  

up in the Kennedy archives, 
he said. 

"I cannot recall this ever 
being done," he said. "If it 
had been done, I would have 
known it. I was in the Presi-
dent's office everyday." 

Another Kennedy White 
House aide, Arthur Schle-
singer Jr., said such a sys-
tem never had been used 
and it was "inconceivable" 
that Mr. Kennedy ever 
would have approved of 
such an "incredible" system. 


