
G
ood m

an
's bad book, bad m

an
's good book 

R
ead

in
g

 th
ese tw

o
 W

aterg
ate m

tm
-

o
irs in

 ju
x

tap
o

sitio
n

, I w
an

ted
 to

 lik
e 

S
am

 D
ash

's b
o

o
k

 an
d

 to
 lo

ath
e Jo

h
n

 
D

ean
's. 

A
fte

r a
ll, D

a
sh

 w
a
s a

 g
o
o
d
 m

a
n
, 

an
 h

o
n
est m

an
, w

h
o
 h

ad
 tak

en
 o

n
 th

e 
to

u
g
h
 ro

le o
f ch

ief co
u
n
sel to

 th
e S

en
-

a
te

 W
a
te

rg
a
te

 c
o

m
m

itte
e
 w

h
e
n

 th
e
 

sc
a
n
d
a
l w

a
s still la

rg
e
ly

 b
u
rie

d
 a

n
d
 

w
o
rk

ed
 d

ilig
en

tly
, if so

m
ew

h
at p

o
n
-

d
ero

u
sly

, to
 u

n
co

v
er it. 

A
n
d
 D

ean
 w

as o
n
e o

f th
e sleaziest 

W
h
ite H

o
u
se o

p
erativ

es, a co
m

p
u
lsiv

e-
ly

 am
b
itio

u
s striv

er w
h
o
 p

an
d
ered

 to
 

h
is su

p
erio

rs' w
o

rst im
p

u
lses, larg

ely
 

en
g
in

eered
 th

e co
v
er-u

p
 o

f th
eir activ

i-
tie

s, tu
rn

e
d
 in

fo
rm

e
r ju

st in
 tim

e
 to

 
p
lea-b

arg
ain

 fo
r h

im
self, g

o
t sp

ru
n
g
 

fro
m

 p
riso

n
 a

fte
r se

rv
in

g
 o

n
ly

 fo
u
r 

m
o
n
th

s a
n
d
 th

e
n

 sig
n
e
d
 a

, lu
c
ra

tiv
e
 

co
n
tract to

 w
rite th

is b
o
o
k
. 

T
he W

hite H
ouse Y

ears. 
B

y Jo
h
n
 W

. D
ean III. 

415 pp. N
ew

 Y
ork: 

S
im

o
n

 a
n

d
 S

ch
u

ster. $
1

1
.9

5
. 

C
h

ief C
ou

n
sel 

Inside the E
rvin C

om
m

ittee—
 

T
he U

ntold Story of W
atergate. 

B
y Sam

uel D
ash. 

271 pp. N
ew

 Y
ork: 

R
andom

 H
ouse. $10. 

B
u

t, as th
e p

ard
o

n
 o

f R
ich

ard
 N

ix
o

n
 

tau
g

h
t u

s, w
e sh

o
u

ld
 n

o
t ex

p
ect ju

stice 
in

 su
ch

 m
atters. G

o
o
d
 m

en
 are o

ften
 

d
u
ll, an

d
 ev

il m
en

 can
 b

e en
d
lessly

 fas-
cin

atin
g
. T

h
u
s, S

am
 D

ash
 h

as w
ritten

 
a p

lo
d

d
in

g
, b

an
al recitatio

n
 o

f h
is in

-
v
e
stig

a
tio

n
, w

h
ile

 Jo
h
n
 D

e
a
n
 h

a
s 

h
elp

ed
 p

ro
d

u
ce a liv

ely
 ch

ro
n

icle o
f 

m
eg

alo
m

an
ia an

d
 d

ecep
tio

n
, sp

iced
 

w
ith

 in
trig

u
in

g
 n

ew
 tid

b
its an

d
 so

m
e 

su
rp

risin
g
ly

 v
alu

ab
le in

sig
h
ts. 

D
ash

's b
o
o
k
 su

ffers fro
m

 p
u
b
lish

in
g
 

J. A
n

th
o

n
y

 L
u

k
as is th

e au
th

o
r o

f 
"N

ig
h

tm
a
re

: T
h

e
 U

n
d

e
rsid

e
 o

f th
e
 

N
ix

o
n
 Y

ears." H
e is cu

rren
tly

 a F
ello

w
 

o
f th

e In
stitu

te o
f P

o
litics at H

arv
ard

, 
w

h
ile w

ritin
g

 a b
o

o
k

 o
n

 sch
o

o
l b

u
sin

g
 

in
 B

o
sto

n
. 

B
y J. A

N
T

H
O

N
Y

 L
U

K
A

S
 

B
lin

d
 A

m
b

ition
 

 



hype: R
andom

 H
ouse proclaim

s it "the 
first b

o
o

k
 fro

m
 in

sid
e
 th

e
 S

e
n

a
te

 
W

aterg
ate co

m
m

ittee itself." T
h

at it 
is n

o
t. F

red
 T

h
o
m

p
so

n
, th

e co
m

m
it-

tee's m
in

o
rity

 co
u
n
sel, h

as alread
y
 

published a provocative, if partisan ac-
co

u
n
t o

f th
e co

m
m

ittee's o
p
eratio

n
s, 

an
d
 Jam

es H
am

ilto
n
, D

ash
's assistan

t 
co

u
n

sel, p
ro

v
id

ed
 considerable. m

ateri-
al o

n
 th

e co
m

m
ittee's ro

le in
 h

is b
o
o
k
 

on C
ongressional investigations. 

D
ash

 h
as p

recio
u
s little to

 ad
d
. H

e 
d
o
es g

iv
e u

s n
ew

 d
etail o

n
 th

e effo
rts 

o
f S

p
ecial P

ro
secu

to
r A

rch
ib

ald
 C

o
x

 
to

 q
u

ash
 th

e co
m

m
ittee's riv

al in
v

esti-
gation, a m

ove w
hich D

ash now
 labels 

"a
n

 u
n

p
a
ra

lle
le

d
 d

isp
la

y
 o

f a
rro

-
g
an

ce." H
e tells h

o
w

 B
eb

e R
eb

o
zo

's 
law

y
ers o

u
tw

itted
 th

e co
m

m
ittee's 

co
u
n
sel to

 av
o
id

 a cru
cial su

b
p
o
en

a. 
A

n
d
 h

e ap
p
en

d
s a n

ew
 m

em
o
 fro

m
 

C
h
airm

an
 S

am
 E

rv
in

, reco
u
n
tin

g
 th

e 
m

eeting he and S
enator H

ow
ard B

aker 
h
ad

 w
ith

 th
e P

resid
en

t ju
st b

efo
re th

e 
S

aturday N
ight M

assacre. 

D
ash's m

ost interesting observations 
co

n
cern

 B
ak

er's ro
le. T

h
e T

en
n
essee 

S
en

ato
r, w

ith
 h

is earn
est m

an
n
er an

d
 

lo
fty

 q
u

estio
n

s, p
o

sed
 o

n
 telev

isio
n

 as 
a high-m

inded searcher for truth. N
ow

 
D

ash contends that B
aker w

as actually 
co

n
sp

irin
g
 w

ith
 th

e W
h
ite H

o
u
se to

 
undercut the investigation, even stoop-
in

g
 to

 "u
n
d
e
rh

a
n
d
e
d
 ta

c
tic

s" a
n
d
 

"d
irty

 trick
s." 

N
otew

orthy though som
e of this m

ay 
b

e, it is im
b

ed
d

ed
 in

 a so
d

d
en

 ch
ro

-
n
o
lo

g
y
. D

ash
 n

ev
er ach

iev
es a sen

se 
o
f d

istan
ce o

r iro
n
y
, an

d
 h

is attem
p
ts 

at d
ialo

g
u
e are freq

u
en

tly
 stilted

 (as 
w

h
en

 E
rv

in
 tells h

im
 after th

e rev
ela-

tio
n

 o
f th

e W
h

ite H
o

u
se tap

es: "T
h

at 
is th

e m
o

st rem
ark

ab
le d

isco
v

ery
 o

f 
ev

id
en

ce th
at I h

av
e learn

ed
 ab

o
u

t in
 

m
y

 en
tire ex

p
erien

ce in
 th

e p
ractice 

o
f law

, as a ju
d

g
e o

n
 th

e b
en

ch
, an

d
 

a
s a

 U
n
ite

d
 S

ta
te

s S
e
n
a
to

r." D
a
sh

 
w

rites ju
st lik

e w
h
at h

e is—
a p

ro
fes-

sor of law
. 

In this respect, D
ean had an im

m
ense  

S
en

a
te W

atergate C
om

m
ittee H

earings: 
John D

ean (sta
n
d
in

g
 cen

ter) at th
e 

w
itn

ess table, S
am

uel D
ash left 

foreground, July 1973. 

ad
v
an

tag
e. H

is b
o
o
k
 w

as larg
ely

 re-
w

ritten by T
aylor B

ranch, an able jour-
n
alist. It sh

o
w

s. T
h
e au

th
o
r an

d
 h

is 
rew

ritem
an have been far m

ore skillful 
than D

ash in the reconstruction of dia-
lo

g
u
e (D

ean
 co

n
ced

es th
e co

n
v
ersa-

tio
n
s are n

o
t v

erb
atim

, b
u
t v

o
u
ch

es 
for their "essential accuracy"). D

ollops 
o

f'tex
tu

re an
d

 tellin
g

 d
etail h

elp
 m

ak
e 

the book em
inently readable, ,although 

it falls ap
art to

w
ard

 th
e en

d
 w

h
en

 it 
drifts off into an episodic "journal." 

If D
ash

 is h
ard

ly
 th

e first in
sid

er to
 

spill the com
m

ittee's beans, D
ean is the 

first true W
hite H

ouse insider to w
rite 

on W
atergate. P

revious m
em

oirs have 
com

e either from
 m

em
bers of the "ac-

tion team
"—

H
ow

ard H
unt, Jam

es M
c-

C
ord—

or from
 a m

iddle rank interm
e-

d
iary

 lik
e Jeb

 M
ag

ru
d

er. E
h

rlich
m

an
 

has confined him
self to a ro

m
a

n
 a clef. 

H
aldem

an, M
itchell and N

ixon are yet 
to

 b
e h

eard
 fro

m
. D

ean
's b

o
o
k
 is th

e 
first w

e have had from
 a m

an w
ho w

as 
in

v
o
lv

ed
 in

 th
e in

n
er circle o

f W
ater-

g
ate strateg

y
 an

d
 co

v
er-u

p
. 

O
n

e
 sh

o
u

ld
 n

o
t e

x
p

e
c
t sta

rtlin
g

 
revelations of new

 N
ixonian skulldug-

g
ery

. D
ean

 d
o

es co
m

e u
p

 w
ith

 a n
ew

 
N

ix
o
n
 m

em
o
, d

ated
 Jan

. 1
4
, 1

9
7
1
, in

 
w

h
ich

 th
e P

resid
en

t o
rd

ers H
ald

em
an

 
to

 g
ath

er in
fo

rm
atio

n
 o

n
 th

e retain
er 

w
h
ich

 L
arry

 O
'B

rien
, ch

airm
an

 o
f th

e 
D

em
o
cratic N

atio
n
al C

o
m

m
ittee, h

ad
 

b
een

 p
aid

 b
y
 H

o
w

ard
 H

u
g
h
es. "P

er- 
C

o
n
tin

u
ed

 o
n
 P

a
g
e 1

2
 

B
lin

d
 A

m
b

ition
 

C
o
n
tin

u
ed

 fro
m

 P
age 3 

h
ap

s C
o
lso

n
 sh

o
u
ld

 ch
eck

 o
n
 

thig," N
ixon said. 

T
his adds another sm

all piece 
to

 th
e p

u
zzle o

f th
e W

aterg
ate 

b
u

rg
lary

, b
y

 co
n

firm
in

g
 th

at 
th

e o
b
sessiv

e W
h
ite H

o
u
se in

-
terest in

 O
'B

rien
 b

eg
an

 w
ith

 
th

e P
resid

en
t h

im
self. W

e h
ad

 
alread

y
 k

n
o

w
n

 o
f a Jan

u
ary

 1
8

 
m

em
o from

 H
aldem

an to D
ean 

—
obviously a prom

pt follow
-up 

to
 th

e P
resid

en
t's n

o
te—

ask
in

g
 

fo
r in

fo
rm

atio
n
 o

n
 O

'B
rien

's 
ties to H

ughes. M
eanw

hile, w
e 

k
n
o
w

, C
o
lso

n
 ap

p
ro

ach
ed

 h
is 

frien
d
 R

o
b
ert B

en
n
ett fo

r in
-

fo
rm

atio
n
 o

n
 th

e sam
e su

b
ject. 

(D
ean recounts a prison con-

v
ersatio

n
 h

e h
ad

 w
ith

 C
o
lso

n
 

in- w
hich they speculated about 

th
e reaso

n
s fo

r th
e W

aterg
ate 

b
u

rg
la

ry
. A

lth
o

u
g

h
 n

e
ith

e
r 

claim
ed

 to
 k

n
o
w

 fo
r su

re, th
ey

 
b

o
th

 su
sp

ected
 it h

ad
 so

m
e-

th
in

g
 to

 d
o

 w
ith

 O
'B

rie
n

, 
H

u
g
h
e
s a

n
d
 th

e
 m

y
ste

rio
u
s 

B
e
n

n
e
tt, w

h
o

 a
t o

n
e
 tim

e
 

serv
ed

 th
e W

h
ite H

o
u

se, th
e 

C
.I.A

. an
d
 H

u
g
h
es sim

u
ltan

e-
ously. I found this conversation 
particularly

,  in
trig

u
in

g
 b

ecau
se 

it ech
o
ed

 a p
et th

eo
ry

 o
f m

y
 

ow
n.) 
D

ean
 also

 p
ro

d
u
ces a h

ith
er-

to unpublished transcript—
of a 

taped conversation betw
een the 

P
resident and C

huck C
olson on 

Ju
n
e 2

0
, 1

9
7
2
, o

n
ly

 th
ree d

ay
s 

after th
e W

aterg
ate b

u
rg

lary
, 

in
 w

h
ich

 N
ix

o
n
 p

lain
ly

 p
ro

- 
c
la

im
s h

is d
e
te

rm
in

a
tio

n
 to

 
"ju

st sto
n
ew

all it." (D
ean

 ev
i-

d
en

tly
 cam

e b
y

 th
is tran

scrip
t 

w
h

e
n

, a
s th

e
 sta

r w
itn

e
ss in

 
th

e W
aterg

ate co
v
er-u

p
 trial, 

h
e b

ecam
e a v

irtu
al m

em
b
er 

of 
th

e S
p

ecial P
ro

secu
to

r's 
staff.) 

T
h
ere is a p

ro
v
o
cativ

e ac-
co

u
n

t o
f H

ald
em

an
's an

d
 E

h
r-

lich
m

an
's d

esp
erate effo

rts to
 

sh
u

t o
ff an

 in
v

estig
atio

n
 in

to
 

T
he N

ew
 Y

ork T
im

es B
ook R

eview
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th
e T

o
w

n
 H

o
u

se P
ro

ject. ;:, . 
illeg

al sch
em

e to
 raise u

n
re-

ported funds for th?. 1970 C
on-

gressional races. S
everal under-

lin
g
s w

ere later co
n
v
icted

 fo
r 

th
eir ro

les in
 th

is sch
em

e, b
u
t 

D
ean

's v
ersio

n
 n

o
w

 su
g
g
ests 

th
a
t th

e
 P

re
sid

e
n
t's tw

o
 to

p
 

assistan
ts m

ay
 also

 h
av

e b
een

 
deeply involved. 

A
n
d
, o

f co
u
rse, th

ere is th
e 

n
o
w

 m
u
ch

 d
iscu

ssed
 rem

ark
 

th
at D

ean
 say

s C
o
lso

n
 h

eard
 

fro
m

 N
ix

o
n

: "T
h

e ty
p

ew
riters 

are alw
ay

s th
e k

ey
. W

e b
u
ilt 

o
n
e in

 th
e H

iss case." S
o
m

e 
p
eo

p
le h

av
e in

terp
reted

 th
is to

 
m

ean
 th

at in
v

estig
ato

rs fab
ri-

cated
 th

e ty
p

ew
riter o

n
 w

h
ich

 
th

ey
 claim

ed
 H

iss's w
ife h

ad
 

typed classified docum
ents. B

ut 
C

o
lso

n
 n

o
w

 in
sists D

ean
 m

is-
u

n
d

ersto
o

d
 h

im
, th

at N
ix

o
n

 
r^ally

 said
 "T

h
e H

iss case w
as 

b
u
ilt o

n
 th

e ty
p
ew

riter." W
e 

m
ay

 n
ev

er learn
 th

e tru
th

 1
3
?- 

h
'n

d
 th

is tan
g

le. 
B

ut the book is valuable less 
fo

r fro
n
t p

ag
e n

ew
s th

an
 fo

r 
p
iq

u
an

t sid
elig

h
ts. D

ean
 h

as 
lo

n
g
 sin

ce d
em

o
n
strated

 h
is 

u
n
can

n
y
 m

em
o
ry

 fo
r p

laces, 
ev

en
ts an

d
 co

n
v
ersatio

n
s, an

d
 

the details he provides now
 are 

often revealing: 
• 

M
u
rray

 C
h
o
tin

er, th
e o

ld
 

N
ix

o
n
 re

ta
in

e
r, te

llin
g
 h

im
 

sh
o
rtly

 a
fte

r h
e
 jo

in
e
d
 th

e
 

W
h
ite H

o
u
se staff: "If R

ich
ard

 
N

ix
o
n
 th

in
k
s it's n

e
c
e
ssa

ry
, 

y
o
u
'd

 b
etter th

in
k
 it's n

eces-
sa

ry
. If y

o
u
 d

o
n
't h

e
'll fin

d
 

so
m

eo
n

e w
h

o
 d

o
es." 

• 
E

hrlichm
an and H

aldem
an 

p
ro

p
o
sin

g
 th

at D
ean

 "p
u
t a lit-

tle m
icrophone up your sleeve" 

w
h
en

 h
e talk

ed
 to

 M
itch

ell. 
• 

D
e
a
n
 a

n
d
 h

is a
ssista

n
t, 

F
red F

ielding, pulling on rubber 
g
lo

v
es to

 ex
am

in
e th

e co
n
ten

ts 
o

f H
o

w
ard

 H
u

n
t's safe. 

D
ean

 is p
articu

larly
 g

o
o
d
 at 

read
in

g
 th

e in
tricate n

etw
o
rk

 
of W

hite H
ouse pow

er relation-
sh

ip
s, th

ro
u
g
h
 w

h
ich

 h
e o

n
ce  

clim
b
ed

 so
 su

rely
. H

is p
o
rtrait 

o
f E

h
rlich

m
an

 is esp
ecially

 in
-

terestin
g
. N

o
 W

h
ite H

o
u
se fig

-
u
re h

as p
u
t o

n
 so

 m
an

y
 faces: 

fro
m

 th
e sn

eerin
g
 m

artin
et o

f 
th

e W
aterg

ate co
m

m
ittee h

ear-
in

g
s to

 th
e b

en
ig

n
 N

ew
 M

ex
-

ico
 h

ip
p
ie o

f h
is recen

t b
o
o
k
 

to
u
r. N

o
w

 D
ean

 p
o
rtray

s h
im

 
as th

e co
o
l, cy

n
ical m

an
ip

u
la-

to
r, fa

r m
o
re

 c
e
n
tra

l to
 th

e
 

ev
en

ts o
f W

aterg
ate th

an
 ev

en
 

B
ob H

aldem
an. 

P
erh

ap
s th

e g
reatest su

rp
rise 

o
f th

e b
o
o
k
 is D

ean
's p

o
rtrait 

o
f h

im
self. H

is law
y
er w

arn
ed

 
h

im
 b

efo
re h

e testified
, "D

o
n

't 
w

aste th
eir tim

e tellin
g

 th
em

 
w

h
at a n

ice g
u
y
 y

o
u
 are." H

e 
h

as ap
p

aren
tly

 tak
en

 th
is ad

-
v
ice to

 h
eart. H

e p
ictu

res h
im

-
self as a "m

eek
, fav

o
r-cu

rry
in

g
 

m
an

," w
h
o
 to

o
k
 o

n
 d

irty
 as-

sig
n
m

en
ts to

 in
g
ratiate h

im
self 

w
ith

 h
is su

p
erio

rs, w
h
o
 p

lay
ed

 
th

e
 b

u
re

a
u
c
ra

tic
 g

a
m

e
 w

ith
 

zest an
d
 zeal, w

o
rk

in
g
 h

is w
ay

 
ev

er clo
ser to

 th
e in

n
er circle 

"u
n
til , I fin

a
lly

 fe
ll in

to
 it, 

th
in

k
in

g
 I h

ad
 m

ad
e it to

 th
e 

to
p
 ju

st as I b
eg

an
 to

 realize 
I had actually touched bottom

." 
O

n
e
 o

f th
e
 m

o
st p

o
ig

n
a
n
t 

m
om

ents in the book com
es on 

A
u
g
. 2

9
, 1

9
7
2
, w

h
en

 th
e P

res-
id

en
t first p

u
b
licly

 m
en

tio
n
ed

 
the non-existent "D

ean R
eport" 

th
a
t su

p
p
o
se

d
ly

 c
le

a
re

d
 th

e
 

W
h
ite

 H
o
u
se

 o
f a

n
y
 ro

le
 in

 
W

aterg
ate. T

h
is w

as a fo
re-

ru
n
n
e
r o

f N
ix

o
n
's e

ffo
rts to

 
p

in
 th

e co
v

er-u
p

 o
n

 D
ean

, b
u

t 
th

e y
o
u
n
g
 W

h
ite H

o
u
se co

u
n
-

sel w
as to

o
 o

v
erco

m
e b

y
 h

is 
o
w

n
 celeb

rity
 to

 reco
g
n
ize th

e 
approaching danger. 

"H
ow

 about that?" he crooned 
to

 h
im

self. "T
h

e P
resid

en
t w

as 
m

en
tio

n
in

g
 m

y
 n

am
e! O

n
 n

a-
tio

n
a
l te

le
v
is

io
n
. T

h
a
t, I 

th
o

u
g

h
t, w

a
s a

 re
a
l v

o
te

 o
f 

co
n
fid

en
ce. H

e w
as say

in
g
 I 

co
u
ld

 p
u
ll o

ff th
e co

v
er-u

p
. I 

w
a
s e

c
sta

tic
 to

 b
e
 so

 re
c
o
g
-

n
ized

 b
y
 th

e P
resid

en
t b

efo
re 

the w
orld." 

■
 


