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Strictly 

V
audeville: 

A
bzug's 

A
stra 

V
asectom

y 

R
outine 

B
y M

axine C
heshire 	

g 

T
he occasion w

as R
ep. B

ella A
bzug's (D

-N
.Y

.) 53d 
birthday, so N

A
S

A
 officials w

ill probably forgive her 
fo

r n
o
t ch

eck
in

g
 h

er facts b
efo

re w
ritin

g
 a "hum

or-
ous" presentation on the prospect of vasectom

ies for 
astronauts. 

A
ctually, it could have been w

orse. S
he w

as planning 
to m

ake the sam
e rem

arks on the floor of the H
ouse 

of R
epresentatives in collaboration w

ith R
ep. P

atricia 
S

chroeder (D
-C

olo.). 
T

he tw
o law

m
akers had w

orked up a kind of vaude-
ville routine on the topic and w

ere saving it to deliver 
in C

ongress the next tim
e their m

ale colleagues started 
discussing sterilization and abortion. 

T
h
eir d

ialo
g
u
e, p

rev
iew

ed
 p

riv
ately

 at a recen
t 

b
irth

d
ay

 p
arty

 in
 R

ep
. A

b
zu

g
's h

o
n
o
r, w

as fu
n
n
y
 

en
o
u
g
h
 to

 h
av

e m
ad

e racy
 read

in
g
 if it h

ad
 g

o
tten

 
into the C

ongressional R
ecord. 

B
u
t th

e w
h
o
le p

rem
ise w

as in
 erro

r. 
"I h

ad
n
't b

o
th

ered
 to

 ch
eck

 it," R
ep

. A
b
zu

g
 ad

-
m

itted
 afterw

ard
. "I h

ad
 ju

st h
eard

 th
at th

e astro
-

nauts routinely have vasectom
ies because of the radia-

tion problem
 in space and that N

A
S

A
 has sperm

 banks 
fo

r th
em

." 
T

here is "no such N
A

S
A

 program
," said a spokes-

m
an W

ho checked into R
ep. A

bzug's assertions after 
w

o
rd

 o
f th

em
 leak

ed
 fro

m
 th

e p
arty

. "T
h
e rad

iatio
n
 

lev
els in

 sp
ace h

av
e n

ev
er b

een
 h

ig
h
 en

o
u
g
h
 to

 b
e 

a problem
." 

O
th

erw
ise it w

as a ro
u
tin

e p
arty

. 
M

s. 
m

agazine 
sent flow

ers. S
ears, R

oebuck and C
o., w

hich alw
ays 

rem
em

bers the birthday of every m
em

ber of the H
ouse 

and S
enate in the sam

e fashion, provided a red-w
hite-

and-blue cake. 
C

allin
g
 th

e firm
's cak

e "g
raft," R

ep
. A

b
zu

g
 ate a 

slice anyw
ay, but prom

ised the 75-or-so guests present 

;- th
at "th

is w
ill b

e th
e ab

so
lu

te en
d
 o

f m
y
 co

rru
p
tio

n
 

w
hile I am

 in office." 
A

 h
alf-d

o
zen

 o
f R

ep
. A

b
zu

g
's co

n
g
ressio

n
al co

l-
leagues w

ere present, but only R
ep. S

chroeder gave 
h
er a g

ift. It w
as a flo

p
p
y
 h

at, an
 A

b
zu

g
 trad

em
ark

, 
decorated all o

v
er w

ith
 to

y
 tan

k
s an

d
 m

issiles an
d
 

w
ar w

eap
o
n
s, th

e k
in

d
 o

f th
in

g
 th

e co
n
g
ressw

o
m

an
 

opposes so vocally. 

P
o
tp

o
u
rri 

S
en. E

dw
ard M

. (T
ed) K

ennedy (D
-M

ass.) obviously 
w

asn't trying to be inconspicuous after he left a party 
at the Irish E

m
bassy last w

eek. D
riving an open con-

vertible w
ith a noisy m

uffler, he w
as spotted m

aneu-
vering in and out of slow

er traffic up M
assachusetts 

A
venue. S

en. John T
unney (D

-C
alif.), w

ho w
as follow

-
ing behind in another car, w

as having trouble keeping 
u
p
 . . . 

ii

W
aterg

ate fig
u
re Jeb

 S
tu

art M
ag

ru
d
er, w

h
o
 w

as 
originally asking $500,000 for his m

em
oirs, w

as unable 
to

 fin
d
 a book publisher w

illing even to discuss that 
am

ount and has low
ered his asking price. H

e w
ill take 

less m
o
n
ey

, h
e say

s, b
u
t h

e w
o
n
't tell as m

u
ch

. It 
w

ill b
e th

e sto
ry

 o
f a "b

rig
h
t y

o
u
n
g
 m

an
 fu

ll o
f 

idealism
 w

ho com
es to W

ashington and is corrupted" 
. M

eanw
hile, M

agruder has signed up for the lecture 
circu

it w
ith

 N
ew

 Y
o
rk

 ag
en

t W
. C

o
lsto

n
 L

eig
h
 an

d
 

th
e p

u
b
licity

 fly
ers are alread

y
 in

 th
e m

ail fo
r fall 

ap
p
earan

ces ... 
L

os A
ngeles R

am
s player L

ance R
entzel, w

ho has 
h
ad

 h
is sh

are o
f p

ro
b
lem

s w
ith

 th
e law

 in
 th

e p
ast 

o
n
 m

o
rals an

d
 d

ru
g
 ch

arg
es, d

ates a w
o
m

an
 frien

d
 

o
f M

rs. Jo
h
n
 W

. D
ean

 III. W
h
ile h

e w
as in

 W
ash

-
ington recently to see his friend, he w

as told: "Y
ou'd 

b
etter b

e carefu
l th

at th
ey

 d
o
n
't b

lam
e W

aterg
ate 

on you w
hile you're here." 
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ribune-N
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