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.+ The Legal Tlger of the Watergate Affalr

By Vera Glaser and
Malvina Stephenson

Washmgton

WHOEVER is paying the
stiff legal fees of E. Howard
Hunt Jr. has bought a court-
room tiger.

Hunt's lawyer. William Q..
Bittman, 41, soared to fame -

as the'tough, aggressive pro-
secutor. who sent Senate aide

Bobby Baker and Teamster

president James Hoffa to
Jail.

Now a highly paid private
lawyer, Bittman represents
defendant Hunt in the sensa-

tional Watergate case. Bitt--

man’s plea of ‘gullty"’ in

Hunt's behalf was'a bomb-

shell.

In his first interview since
taking the case, Bittman, a

burly six --footer and one -
lime Marquette University

linebacker, puffed a cigar

and said, “I’m not trying to

throw the' government any
boues, hut their- case is for-
mldahle It’s dxmcult to de-
fend.”

He admitted thé circumst-
ances | were ".‘“‘very. suspi-

cious”” when fne men were-
apprehended attempting to.

burglarize and bug the head-

lyst,” ;
Hunt' just didn’t feel emo- -

quarters of the Democratic
National Commjttee in the
\Vateraate :

Hunt, a former CIA opera-
tive,

els, was indicted as a ring-
leader in the c¢onspiracy.
- Bittman termed the gav-

ernment’s investigation “ex-"
no-

haustive. "They- pulled-
punches.. The- grand. - jury
even called wives and ‘child-
ren.. That's very unusual.

“Mrs. Hunt and two of. their

(hildron appeared.”

In another shocking de\ el-
opment. Mrs. -Hunt was
Killed recently in an air-
plane crash. Her purse was

found to contain a myster-.
-ious $10.000 in cash.

“Her death was the cata-
‘Bittman ' said:: ““Mr.

tionally’ and physically able
to-..go through. a. lengthy
ridl.” . - o g
Bittman'-" has
nights and weekends ‘since
last summer preparing for
the case.. His wife Carole

and - their - seven children-
" have seen little of him. ..’

“I've been ) damn busy I
haven't even had a chance.

to get a haircut for three
“eeks 1 he said. i %

worked -

White House consul- -
.tant. and author of spy nov- .

In reviewing the Water-
gate case, Bittman charged:

e The news media have

been. guilty of inaccuracy

and “flexible ethical stan-
dards,”. saddling Hunt with

“massive prejudicial public-

ity.”

° Presi_dent Ni\'on‘s coun--

. John Dean, “illegally”

searched Hunt's locked désk-

and safe in the White House
offices.  Bittman 1is still
trying to get back .its con-
tents.

) Telephonec onversa-

" tions between Bittman: and
* Hunt have been tapped.

Like the Bobby. Baker
case. to which President
Lyndon Johnson was linked;
the Watergate is supersensi-
tive for Nl\on s White
House. -

The Watergate case is put-
ting Bittman to the test. _
Hunt's plea of “wulllv —

followed by similar- pleas by
four other Watergate defen-

dants —. means full disclo-

sure of what happened may
never occur.

Bittman’s vxsxbxhty will
grow as he steers Hunt over’
the next three hurdles: -

e He will move to. Uet
Hunt’s sentence suspended. -

e He will defend Huntin a
pending million - dollar civil
suit filed by the Democrats.

e He'll be at Hunt's elbow
if and when he testifiesata -
forthcoming Senate probe of
the Watergate affair.




