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WASHINGTON, Oct. 4—Two
young men—one apparently
contrite, the other unapolo-
getic—told the Senate Water-
gate committee today of their
efforts to disrupt the election
campaign of Democratic presi-|:
dential candidates last year.

Both men, Martin Kelly and}
Robert Benz, said that they|
had been hired for $150 a
month, plus expenses, by Don-|;
ald H. Segretti, and both ad-
mitted to having performed a
series of “dirty tricks” against
ithe Democrats, mostly in Flor-
ida. 3
They said that they had|
hired pickets, distributed fakel|;
campaign literature, planted
stink bombs and written let-|;
ters. Mr. Kelly testified that]-
he had hired a girl for $20 to
run naked in front of a hotel
where Senator Edmund S.
Muskie was staying, shouting,
“I love Ed Muskie.”

Finds Abuse ‘Deserved’
The hearings are scheduled to
resume Tuesday with more
testimoney on political tricks
by both Republicans and Dem-

ocrats.
The two men testified under

a grant of immunity that
prohibits prosecution against
them based on their Senate
testimony. But there the simil-
arity between the two ended.

Mr. Kelly, 24 years old, said
that he “felt guilty” for what
'he had done and told the com- ;
mittee, “Any shame or abuse
that is heaped on me is certain-
ly well deserved.”

He gave expansive answers
to the Senators’ questions, de-
{scribing articulately and in af
|measured voice how he had|
worked “to get the candidates|.
to start back-biting each|
cther.”

He started with small pranks, |
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he testified, releasing white
mice and a bird at a Muskie
news conference, placing ad-
vertisements on radio stations
that might alienate Cubans in
Florida against Senator Muskie
and hiring persons to picket
the candidates’ rallies.

Mr. Kelly said that he had
hired the girl for $20 because
she was “hungry for money,”
but he said that he had not ex-
pected her to strip and parade
naked in front of Senator
Muskie’s hotel in Gainesville,
Fla. by

But the girl performed her
task. A former staff member
»f the Maine Senator recalled
ater today that he and the
senator had looked out of
hheir hotel room in Gainesville
ind “saw a girl running naked
s a jaybird.”

A Top News Item

The Senator paid little at-
tention to the incident, the
staff member recollected, but
“the reporters stumbled all
over themselves to cover the
story.”

Mr. Kelly said that gradually
his activities became “more in-
tense.” He explained: “I was
weaving my own spider web,
and I could not get out of it.
[ kept getting in deeper and
deeper.”

Once, he testified, he posed
as a Muskie worker and in-
vited African diplomats to
iress in their native garb and
7o to a dinner for the Senator
aere, He also ordered limou-
sines. to pick up the diplomats
and charged all bills to the
Muskie headquarters.

“Almost the complete pur-
sose” of his. efforts, he said,
was not to influence wvoters
lirectly but to “have the can-
lidates get upset and maybe
1o something back to the oth-
ar candidates.”

Senator Edward J. Gurney,
‘he 'Florida Republican, called
most of the pranks “rinky-
dink” and said that all politi-
ciang expect to have tricks
played on them. “I loathe it,
but it is part of politics,” he
added.

But Mr. Kelly, dressed neat-
ly in a brown double-knit suit,
said, “I’'m not here to defend
my position, I don’t have a
position to defend.”

Mr. Benz, who will be 25 to-
morrow, volunteered no infor-
mmation and answered most

questions in clipped monosyl-
lables.

A sample of his exchange
with Terry F. Lenzner, an as-
sistant chief counsel on the
committee, went as follows:

LENZNER: Did you also
learn that Senator Jackson
was to appear for the open-
ing of his headquarters in
Tampa in January of 1972?

BENZ: Correct.

Q. Did you take any action
with regard to that?

A. Yes, Idid. -

Q. Can you describe those?

A. Those were the activi-
ties where I hired a Mr. Yan-
cey and a Mr. Edwards to
sit across the street with
some signs, something stat-
ing to the fact that “Believe
in Muskie” or “Muskie Coun-
.try_"

Q. Were you on the scene
that day?

A. Yes, I was.

Q. Did you observe Sena-
tor Jackson with Mr. Yancey
and Mr. Edwards? .

A. Yes, I did.

Q. Was a
taken of that?

A. Yes, there was.

Q. Did you see it reprinted
in newspapers?

A. Yes, I did.

Q. Was that widely circu-
lated, to your knowledge,
throughout the country?

A. I don’t know.

Q. It was in the local area?

A. Correct. :

Giving Medicine Back

He explained, though, how
he had worked in the unsuc-|
cessful 1970 Senate campaign|
of former Representative Wil-
liam C. Cramer, a Republican,
and how a number of unspeci-
fied tricks had been played on
him. Some of the same Demo-|
crats who had worked against|
Mr. Cramer, he said, were work-
ing for Democratic candidates
in the 1972 Presidential pri-
mary fin Florida.

He agreed to work for Mr.
Segretti, Mr. Benz explained,
because “it was an opportunity
to give these people a little bit
of the medicine they had given
me.”

He said that he knew it was
illegal for him to instruct an
accomplice to send a letter ac-
cusing Democrat Senators Hu-
bert H. Humphrey and Henry
M. Jackson of sexual miscon-
duct, and he declared that he
felt badly because the accom-
plice, George Hearing, was now
in jail, having pleaded guilty to
distributing false campaign ma-
terial.

photograph

. Robert M. Benz testifying
before the Watergate
committee yesterday.

he added that he thought his
tricks might prevent Democrats
from acting in like fashion in
future campaigns.

“If my actions in any way
would have cleaned up politics,
they would have contributed
something,” he declared.

Everyone but politicians
knew that dirty tricks and
political sabotage were com-

monplace in election campaigns.

Mr. Benz testified, rubbing his
palm across his thinning blonc
hair.

But he said that he “felt like
I did what I should do,” an




