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of wiretapping of Democratic 
headquarters at the Watergate 
from a man who claims to 
have participated in the op-
eration, The Washington Post 
learned yesterday. 

In the presence of his 
lawyer, the self-described par-
ticipant has told Democratic 
investigators that the tele-
phone conversations of Demo-
cratic Party leaders were 

presidential assistant. 
Although The Post could 

not learn the name of the 
person who provided the 
Democrats with the purported i 
account of the operation, it is 
known that he told party in-,t 
vestigators he served as a I 
security guard for Martha 
Mitchell before being re-
cruited for the Watergate 
operation. 

m nor 
deny the existence of such a 
witness in the federal investi-
gation and a spokesman for 

ging plot and that he had Les- the e Committee for the Re-elec- , 
ton of the President declined ified in late July before the 

ederal grand jury investigat-to make any comment on the I
matter. ng the case. 

Spokesmen for the FBI and In the account he gave to 
he U.S. attorney's office here Democratic Party investi-

both declined yesterday to g.ators, the self-described par-
comment on whether they had ticipant said memoranda of 
received such an account of tapped telephone conversa-
the bugging operation from a ltions were typed by James W. 
participant. 	 See WATERGATE, A19, Col. 1 

During his interview with Other government sources 
Democratic Party investiga-'could neither confirors, the self-described partici-' 
pant said no had already pro-
vided the FBI with a detailed 
account of the Watergate bug- 

`Participant' Gives Details 
Edi 7-741, 	e_ 
!monitored, transcribed an 
'then sent in memorandum 
form to high-ranking official0 

The Democratic Party has of President' Nixon's re-elec-
obtained a detailed account tion committee and to a 
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 eCord, then security chief of 
file Nixon re-election commit-
* and one of the five men 
arrested inside Democratic 
Iteadquarters at the Water-
onte on June 17. 
KThe memos, each purported-

it beginning with the notation 
"confidential informant re-
ports," were then directed to 
teveral top-echelon officials of 
ffie Nixon committee and—in 
t least one instance—to one 

ftf President Nixon's assistants, 
iecording to the Democrats' 
informant. 
t:Sources close to the investi-
gation of the Watergate case 
Sy the FBI has been unable 
tel find copies of any such 
memos allegedly sent to a 
/ishite House aide or Nixon 
clam nilttee officials. Nor have 
dents found anyone who 
4.eknowledges receiving such 
memos, although the self-de-
,. ribed participant said he 
supplied the FBI with • the 
ilames of persons to whom 
memos were directed. 

Included in the memoranda, 
*ording to the Democrats' 
informant, were details of 
taephone conversations by 

mocratic Party leaders in 
ich politics._and their per-

slag lives were discussed. 
":'he conversations, the infor-

miint told Democratic investi-
dttors, were intercepted from 
telephone inside Democratic 

Itional Committee head- 
%liarters at the Watergate, 2600 
Virginia Ave. NW, and mon- 
Kored across the street in 
Room 723 of the Howard 
JPlinson's Motor Lodge. 
,1The self-described partici-

p4nt in the bugging operation  

said he was assigned by Mc-
crd to be the principal moni-
tor of the telephone taps from 
14e May until the abortive 
Mysion into Democratic head-
quarters on June 17. 

At At 2:30 that morning, Mc-
Cord and four men from 
Miami were arrested inside 
tile Watergate offices of the 
Democratic National Commit-
tee. Police seized electronic 
spveillance gear and photo-
„ ,,oraphic equipment allegedly 
carried inside by the five 
men. 
In addition, ,, the FBI has 

bten told that former White 
House aides E. Howard Hunt 
Jl and G. Gordon Liddy 
were also inside the Watergate 
ta same morning but es-
caped across the street to 
Reward Johnson's when the 
pPlice arrived. 
;According to the Demo-

crats, inf o rm a arf, neither 
Liddy nor Hunt is the White 
House aide to whom McCord 
allegedly directed at least one 
o the memos. 

The names of the Republ-
lean officials -who were al-
lerdly addressed in the 
memos could not be learned 

ytterday. 
he self-described partici-

pkiat, who no longer works at 
the Nixon committee, said he 
was instructed by McCord to 
ttanscribe by typewriter every-
thing that was said over.: two 
ptione taps, but that one of the 
tads—the one 0i1 the phone' 
of 	Democratic National 

Chairman Lawrence F. O'Brien 
—failed to work properly. 

The Democrats' informant 
was the source of Wednesday's 
charge by O'Brien that part 
of the purpose of the June 17 
break-in at the Democrats' 
Watergate headquarters was 
to repair such a faulty tap. 

Each day, according to the 
informant's account he would 
be called at his monitoring 
post in the Howard Johnson's 
Motor Lodge by McCord and 
asked if there were any "hot 
items” that had come across 
the tap. 

If revealing information of 
a personal or political nature 
was obtained, the informant 
said, McCord would then 
come to the motel, read the 
transcript and type a memo-
randum dealing with the "hot 
item." 

The memo would always be-
gin, "confidential informant 
says," apparently to conceal 
that the information had come 
from a telephone tap, accord-
ing to the Denaocrats' source. 

In this way, it would be 
possible that those who read 
any memos would have no 
idea the information was ob-
tained illegally or through 
wiretapping. 

The self-described participant' 
said he saw only some of the 
names of persons McCord al-
legedly directed memos to, 
and that—except for one oc-
casion—McCord always took 
it upon himself to deliver the 
memos. On the other oc-
casion, the informant said, he 
took the memorandum—inside 
a sealed envelope with the 
prospective recipient's name 
—and left it with a guard at 
the • office of the Committee 



I for the Re-Election of the 
[President. 

On days when McCord did , 
not come to the Howard John- , 
son's to prepare memos on 
"hot items," the Nixon corn.) 
mittee security chief would 
show up at the end of the day 
to collect all the typed tran-. 
scripts of wiretapped conver-
sations, according to the in-, 
formant's account. McCord 
would then allegedly place the 
transcripts in his briefcase 
and leave, he said. 

The Democrats' informant: 
was also the source for 
O'Brien's charge Wednesday 
that Sen. George McGovern's 
former campaign headquar-
ters were targeted for a sep-
arate eavesdropping attempt 
May 27. 

McGovern, campaigning in 
New Mexico Saturday, re-
peated -the charge and added 
details. He said the eaves-
dropping attempt was aborted 
because "there was someone 
sleeping in the doorway of 
the headquarters and other 
workers inside." 

Both O'Brien and McGov-
ern declined to identify the 
source of their information. 


