
What toads 
WM 	

led 
Me 	

5? 
by F

red B
lum

enthal 
P

o
lic

e
 S

g
;. P

a
u

l L
e
e
p

e
r in

 fro
n

t o
f 

W
a
te

rg
a
te

. T
h

is is h
o

w
 h

e
 w

a
s
 d

ressed
 

w
h

e
n

 w
ith

 tw
o

 o
th

e
r o

ffic
e
rs

 o
f th

e
 "b

u
m

 s
q

u
a
d

" h
e
 m

a
d

e
 th

e
 fiv

e
 a

rre
s
ts

. 
It w

a
s
 th

e
 o

ld
 c

lo
th

e
s
 a

n
d

 th
e
 u

n
m

a
rk

e
d

 c
a
r th

a
t p

u
t th

e
 lo

o
k
o

u
t o

ff g
u

a
rd

. 



H
e

r
e

 is th
e

 ca
r in

 w
h
ich

 th
re

e
 o

ffice
rs a

n
sw

e
re

d
 th

e
 W

a
te

rg
a
te

 b
u

rg
la

ry ca
ll. 

T
h

is cu
rre

n
t p

h
o

to
 sh

o
w

s tw
o

 o
f th

e
m

: L
e

e
p

e
r a

t th
e

 w
h

e
e

l a
n

d
 Jo

h
n

 B
. B

a
rre

tt. 

c4 PARADE • IUNE 16,  1974  

W
A

S
H

IN
G

T
O

N
, D

.C
. 

I
n

 th
e
 tw

o
 in

cre
d
ib

le
 ye

a
rs sin

ce
 five

 
b
u
rg

la
rs w

e
re

 a
rre

ste
d
 in

 th
e
 D

e
m

o
-

c
ra

tic
 N

a
tio

n
a
l C

o
m

m
itte

e
's

 h
e
a
d
-

q
u

a
rte

rs
 in

 th
e

 W
a

te
rg

a
te

 O
ffic

e
 

B
u
ild

in
g
, h

u
n
d
re

d
s o

f live
s h

a
ve

 b
e
e
n
 

irre
vo

ca
b
ly ch

a
n
g
e
d
 b

y th
a
t se

e
m

in
g
ly 

sm
a
ll e

ve
n
t. 

M
e
n
 o

f p
o
w

e
r a

n
d
 p

re
stig

e
 h

a
ve

 b
e
e
n
 

d
is

g
ra

c
e

d
; s

o
m

e
 h

a
v
e

 g
o

n
e

 to
 ja

il, 
o

th
e

rs m
a

y w
e

ll fo
llo

w
. S

o
m

e
 m

e
n

 h
a

ve
 

b
e

c
o

m
e

 ric
h

—
la

w
y
e

rs
 fo

r e
x
a

m
p

le
, 

a
n
d
.th

e
 fo

lk w
h
o
 se

ll th
in

g
s like

 W
a
te

r-
g

a
te

 B
o

u
rb

o
n

, o
r b

u
m

p
e

r sticke
rs re

a
d

-
in

g
 "F

re
e
 th

e
 W

a
te

rg
a
te

 5
0
0
." 

B
u

t fo
r th

e
 ke

y m
a

n
 life

 h
a

s g
o

n
e

 o
n

 
u
n
ch

a
n
g
e
d
. 

T
h
a
t m

a
n
 is S

g
t. P

a
u
l L

e
e
p
e
r o

f th
e
 

W
a
sh

in
g
to

n
 P

o
lice

 D
e
p
a
rtm

e
n

t. 
It w

a
s
 L

e
e

p
e

r w
h

o
, in

 th
e

 lin
e

 o
f 

d
u

ty
, p

u
s
h

e
d

 th
e

 ro
c
k
 th

a
t tip

p
e

d
 th

e
 

b
o
u
ld

e
rs th

a
t sta

rte
d
 th

e
 a

va
la

n
ch

e
 th

a
t 

fille
d
 th

e
 va

lle
y. W

ith
 tw

o
 o

ffice
rs u

n
d
e
r 

h
is co

m
m

a
n

d
, Jo

h
n

 B
. B

a
rre

tt a
n

d
 C

a
rl 

M
. S

h
o

ffle
r, h

e
 se

a
rch

e
d

 th
e

 W
a

te
rg

a
te

 
B

u
ild

in
g

 a
t 2

 a
.m

., Ju
n

e
 1

7
, 1

9
7

2
, a

fte
r a

 
n

ig
h

t w
a

tch
m

a
n

 b
e

ca
m

e
 su

sp
icio

u
s o

f 
a

 ta
p

e
d

 d
o

o
r la

tch
. 

B
eyo

n
d

 exp
ectatio

n
s 

A
t th

e
 co

m
m

a
n
d
, "P

u
t u

p
 yo

u
r h

a
n
d
s 

a
n

d
 le

a
n

 a
g

a
in

st th
e

 w
a

ll," L
e

e
p

e
r a

n
d

 
h
is

 c
o
m

ra
d
e
s
 e

x
p
e
c
te

d
 to

 s
e
e
 tw

o
 

g
ru

b
b
y h

a
n
d
s a

tta
ch

e
d
 to

 a
 b

u
rg

la
r in

 
s
e

a
rc

h
 o

f a
 ty

p
e

w
rite

r o
r a

d
d

in
g

 m
a

-
ch

in
e
 h

e
 m

ig
h
t p

e
d
d
le

 fo
r $

1
5
0
 o

r so
. 

W
h
a
t th

e
y g

o
t w

e
re

 1
0
 h

a
n
d
s, g

lo
ve

d
 

in
 ru

b
b

e
r, a

n
d

 a
tta

c
h

e
d

 to
 m

e
n

 in
 e

x
-

p
e
n
sive

 su
its w

ith
 ro

lls o
f $

1
0
0
 b

ills in
  

th
e

ir p
o

cke
ts. T

h
e

y w
e

re
 a

lso
 ca

rryin
g

 
n
o
te

b
o
o
ks th

a
t co

n
n
e
cte

d
 th

e
m

 to
 m

e
n
 

in
 th

e
 W

h
ite

 H
o
u
se

 a
n
d
 th

e
 C

o
m

m
itte

e
 

fo
r th

e
 R

e
-E

le
ctio

n
 o

f th
e

 P
re

sid
e

n
t, to

 
b
e
 kn

o
ivn

 e
ve

r a
fte

r a
s C

R
E

E
P

. 
T

h
e
 re

ve
la

tio
n
s th

a
t fo

llo
w

e
d
 sh

o
o
k 

th
e

 W
h

ite
 H

o
u

se
, th

e
 R

e
p

u
b

lica
n

 P
a

rty, 
b
o
th

 H
o
u
se

s o
f C

o
n
g
re

ss, th
e
 co

u
n
try 

a
s a

 w
h
o
le

. A
s th

e
 a

va
la

n
ch

e
 g

re
w

, it 
g
ro

u
n
d
 d

o
w

n
 m

e
n
 w

h
o
 h

a
d
 b

e
e
n
 a

t th
e
 

p
in

n
a

cle
 o

f p
o

w
e

r: H
a

ld
e

m
a

n
, E

h
rlich

-
m

a
n

. It b
ro

u
g

h
t n

o
to

rie
ty to

 h
e

re
to

fo
re

 
n
a
m

e
le

s
s
 to

ile
rs

 in
 th

e
 W

h
ite

 H
o
u
s
e
 

b
a

ck co
rrid

o
rs—

E
. H

o
w

a
rd

 H
u

n
t, E

g
il 

K
ro

g
h
 a

n
d
 th

e
 re

s
t. It th

re
w

 u
p
 a

n
 in

-
sta

n
t fo

lk h
e
ro

 (S
e
n
a
to

r E
rvin

), cre
a
te

d
 

o
ve

rn
ig

h
t a

 P
re

sid
e

n
tia

l p
o

ssib
ility (S

e
n

- 

a
to

r B
a
ke

r). 
B

u
t th

e
 m

a
n
 w

h
o
 s

ta
rte

d
 it a

ll g
o
e
s
 

o
n
 a

s b
e
fo

re
, like

 a
 ca

ta
lyst in

 a
 ch

e
m

i-
ca

l re
a
ctio

n
—

a
 ch

e
m

ica
l e

n
tire

ly n
e
ce

s-
s
a

ry
 to

 th
e

 re
a

c
tio

n
, b

u
t e

n
tire

ly
 u

n
-

ch
a
n
g
e
d
 b

y it. 

S
am

e as b
efo

re 
L

e
e

p
e

r is still a
 se

rg
e

a
n

t, still se
co

n
d

 
in

 c
o

m
m

a
n

d
 o

f th
e

 o
ld

 c
lo

th
e

s
 d

e
ta

il, 
o

r "b
u

m
 sq

u
a

d
," in

. N
o

rth
w

e
st W

a
sh

-
in

g
to

n
, g

o
in

g
 a

b
o
u
t in

 a
 b

e
a
t-u

p
 c

a
r, 

w
e

a
rin

g
 h

is
 o

ld
 ja

c
k
e

t w
ith

 "G
e

o
rg

e
 

W
a
sh

in
g
to

n
 U

n
ive

isity" w
ritte

n
 a

cro
ss 

it, a
n

d
 h

is
 g

o
-to

-h
e

ll g
o

lf h
a

t, s
till p

ro
-

te
c
tin

g
 th

e
 liv

e
s
 a

n
d

 p
ro

p
e

rty
 o

f th
e

 
citize

n
s. 

It w
a

s
 th

is
 v

e
ry

 u
n

-c
o

p
is

h
 lo

o
k
, 

co
u

p
le

d
 w

ith
 a

 ve
ry co

p
ish

 d
e

d
ica

tio
n

 
to

 d
o

in
g

 th
in

g
s rig

h
t, th

a
t in

su
re

d
 th

a
t 

W
a
te

rg
a
te

 w
o
u
ld

 b
e
c
o
m

e
 a

 c
ru

c
ia

l 
e

v
e

n
t in

 A
m

e
ric

a
n

 h
is

to
ry

. A
 p

o
in

t in
 

tim
e
 fro

m
 w

h
ic

h
 o

th
e
r e

v
e
n
ts

 c
a
n
 b

e
 

d
a
te

d
. "T

h
a
t w

a
s b

e
fo

re
 W

a
te

rg
a
te

, o
f 

c
o
u
rs

e
," s

o
m

e
o
n
e
 w

ill s
a
y
, o

r "W
e
ll, 

s
in

c
e
 W

a
te

rg
a
te

 th
e
 p

o
litic

a
l s

itu
a
-

tio
n
 ... 

L
e
e
p
e
r is 3

5
 ye

a
rs o

ld
, a

 1
2
-ye

a
r ve

t-
e
ra

n
 o

f th
e
 D

.C
. P

o
lice

 w
h
o
 se

rve
d
 a

s a
 

s
c
o

u
t-c

a
r m

a
n

 a
n

d
 d

e
te

c
tiv

e
 b

e
fo

re
 

m
o

v
in

g
 o

v
e

r to
 th

e
 ta

c
tic

a
l s

q
u

a
d

. 
T

h
e
re

, b
y th

e
 n

a
tu

re
 o

f h
is a

ssig
n
m

e
n
t, 

h
is sp

e
cia

lity h
a

s b
e

e
n

 stre
e

t ro
b

b
e

rie
s, 

m
u

g
g

in
g

s a
n

d
 b

u
rg

la
rie

s. 
"O

u
r o

ld
 c

lo
th

e
s
 a

n
d

 o
rd

in
a

ry
 c

a
rs

 
m

a
k
e
 u

s
 b

le
n
d
 in

to
 th

e
 b

a
c
k
g
ro

u
n
d
," 

L
e

e
p

e
r to

ld
 

P
A

R
A

D
E

. 
"W

h
e

n
 s

o
m

e
-

b
o
d
y
's

 a
b
o
u
t to

 p
u
ll o

ff a
 c

rim
e
, h

e
 

g
e

n
e

ra
lly

 ta
k
e

s
 a

 la
s
t lo

o
k
 a

ro
u

n
d

. If 
h

e
 se

e
s u

s h
e

 d
o

e
sn

't se
e

 a
n

yo
n

e
 h

e
's 

p
a

rtic
u

la
rly

 a
fra

id
 o

f; it g
iv

e
s
 u

s
 th

a
t 

e
xtra

 ste
p

 o
n

 h
im

. W
e

 h
a

ve
 a

 ve
ry h

ig
h

 
p
e
rce

n
ta

g
e
 o

f a
rre

sts." 
O

n
e

 o
f th

e
 v

e
ry

 firs
t "v

ic
tim

s
 o

f 
W

a
te

rg
a
te

" w
a
s L

e
e
p
e
r's w

ife
 D

o
n
n
a
. 

S
h
e
 m

isse
d
 h

e
r b

irth
d
a
y ce

le
b
ra

tio
n
. A

t 
2

 a
.m

., Ju
n

e
 1

7
, 1

9
7

2
, L

e
e

p
e

r h
a

d
 a

l-
re

a
d
y p

u
t in

 tw
o
 h

o
u
rs o

f o
ve

rtim
e
 a

n
d
 

w
a

s a
b

o
u

t to
 ca

ll it a
 n

ig
h

t. H
is p

la
n

 w
a

s 
to

 g
o
 h

o
m

e
, g

e
t so

m
e
 sle

e
p
, a

n
d
 th

e
n
 

c
e

le
b

ra
te

 D
o

n
n

a
's

 b
irth

d
a

y
 b

y
 ta

k
in

g
 

h
e

r o
u

t to
 d

in
n

e
r. A

 b
a

b
y-sitte

r h
a

d
 a

l-
re

a
d

y b
e

e
n

 h
ire

d
 to

 ca
re

 fo
r th

e
 th

re
e

 
L

e
e

p
e

r d
a

u
g

h
te

rs, S
te

p
h

a
n

ie
, 7

; T
ra

cy, 

c
o

n
tin

u
e

d
 



IIIPER continued 

He kept phoning his 

home 'soon' 

Marsha, Donna, Stephanie, Paul and Tracy Leeper outside their Maryland home. Life 
goes on much as usual even though the officer has left a mark on American history. 



5, and Marsha 3 months. 
Then came the burglary call to pro-

ceed to Watergate. 
Donna might still have had her birth-

day party—and Watergate remained 
only the name of an office-hotel-apart-
ment complex on the banks of the 
Potomac, except for several flukes. The 
first was that Squad Car 80, which 
would normally have responded to the 
call, was out of service temporarily. If 
Car 80, with "police" written all over it, 
had pulled up, the lookout across the 
street would have warned the five men 
via walkie-talkie, and they would have 
vanished. 

But Leeper and his men drove up 
quietly in their unmarked car, found a 
legal parking spot, and walked casually 
into the building. The lookout (a former 

FBI man) watched them carefully—and 
decided that they were harmless civili-
ans—probably repairmen. 

The first time he realized there was 
trouble was when he saw Leeper's team, 
with drawn guns, searching the eighth 
floor, balconies and all. But by then, 
the inside men, who were afraid its 
static would betray them, had turned 
off their walkie-talkie, and the lookout's 
warning went unheard. 

Through the seventh floor and down 
to the sixth came the police, and the 
Watergate Five were trapped. Officer 
Barrett spotted an elbow behind a desk 
and the illegal entry was over. 

But for Leeper, Barrett and Shoffler 
—and Donna waiting at home—the 
long night had just begun. 

"Police work is mostly cut and dried 



anyway," says Leeper modestly. "A 
well-trained officer does what he must 
do automatically; any fear or question-
ing comes later. 

"But I must admit that when I saw 
those 10 hands go up, I thought, 'Well, 
I expected one and I've got five; how 
do I know there isn't a sixth one behind 
me with a .45 aimed at my skull?' I 
turned around ve-ry slowly. But there 
wasn't." 

Then the careful procedures began 
to pay off. Even though none of the 
officers knew what they had gotten hold 
of, they knew it was no ordinary $150 
typewriter snatch. 

While the well-dressed burglars 
looked with some disbelief at the ragtag 
trio which had them under arrest, 
Leeper read each man his rights as he 
was frisked. Later, Leeper read all five 
the same statement of rights, including 
the right to contact an attorney. 

'On to something' 
Considering the ramifications of the 

case, the powers who were involved 
and the kind of attorney who showed 
up (without any of the five bothering 
to call him), any imperfection in the 
arrest routine might have ended the 
affair very quickly. ("1 knew we were 
really on to something when I saw that 
lawyer arrive to represent them wearing 
a $300 suit," said another policeman 
later.) 

The 2d District Police Station began 
to fill up. The FBI arrived. Higher yank-
ing policemen rolled in, up to an as-
sistant chief, who read the suspects 
their rights all over again. Everything 
moved very slowly as the routine took 
control. 

Those $100 bills 
Each piece of property on the de-

fendants was carefully logged in—in-
cluding the now-famous $100 bills and 
the notebooks that were to lead to 
higher places. 

A United States Attorney arrived to 
get a search warrant for the two hotel 
rooms four of the five were occupying, 
and to find a judge to sign it. Then all 
the property in the hotel rooms had to 
be logged in with care. 

Every few hours Leeper would call 
his wife and explain that he'd be home 
"soon." That "soon" stretched into all 
night and most of Saturday. When 
Leeper finally made it home at 8 o'clock 

Saturday night-28 hours after going on 
duty—he was too bushed to take any-
one anywhere. 

Since that long night, Leeper's life 
has gone back to the old, comfortable 
routine. His captain put him in for a 
citation, but the Awards Committee 
never issued one. He did appear briefly 
on television as a witness at the Senate 
hearings, and got a few letters. 

Some were from old friends from his 
hometown, Fairmont, W. Va., now scat-
tered around the country. There were a 
few requests for autographs, and a 
series of letters from someone in Ken-
tucky urging him to read the Bible and 
fight corruption in government (Leeper, 
as it happens, is, and always has been, 
a member of the Church of Christ) 

'A crying shame' 
Around the station house, even the 

kidding from his fellow officers has 
quieted down, or shifted to the topic 
of why his team -in the police softball 
league finished only second in the city 
championship. 

But when Leeper is not around, his 
fellow cops feel rather strongly about 
what they consider his lack of recogni-
tion. "It's a crying shame that he wasn't 
named Policeman of the Year, not only 
for the city but for the whole country," 
says Detective Sgt. Anthony Rogers of 
the 2d District 

A new home 
Leeper, since the Watergate night, 

has received an $800 yearly raise—but 
he was due that anyway. He has moved 
to a new home in suburban Maryland 
(as planned) and fights an endless war 
against the dandelions (not foreseen). 
He goes about his work happily, as he 
always has, proud to be a policeman. 

Lie has had to explain to his older 
daughters what Watergate is—they had 
pictured it as an enormous gate with 
water pouring out 

And there came a point in time when 
the anonymous hero of Watergate was 
helping take his daughter's kindergarten 
class to the Smithsonian Institution's 
museums. 

As the bus passed the Watergate 
complex, the teacher pointed it out and 
explained, "That's where it all began." 
Little Tracy Leeper looked up at her 
father and grinned. He smiled down at 
her, as the bus, like his life, rolled 
quietly on. 


