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Big waves Kicked

Vatergate are steadi
ing through the
Gate bringing L.en
efit to Mayor . 6 it his
quest for the go\. er norship ot
California.

This remarkabie ¢ffect of
the Watergate scandal on
California politics b {
become appa:
the Century
0¢ Angeles

Un that day. Terry Mat
thews. a wealthy Sou
California busines :
wroduced Alioto at & meeting
of the United Denceratic Fi-
nance Committee of the
State Democratic Central
Commitiee with these
words:

“I don’t know tins gentle-
man personally. But I do ad-
mire him for the way he
stood upto (formé¥ Atforney
General) John Mitchell and
the Department of Justice.”

On April 6, at a meeting of
the San Fernando Valley La.
bor Council. the chairman
introduced Alioto as “the
man who has benten John
Mitchell.™

Speakers at more rec
meeting the Santy Cl
County yor Cou
Jose and of the California
Federated Young Uemo-
erats in San Francisco used
the same theme in r
troductions of the Mavor,

These refer ences o Miteh
en whenever ok the
plaiform cem t“m
when the mn
oate in Culir
‘ﬂdlllf@\“‘(i nwt in

Gov e
dropped W .{tu‘
from his speecl
ean audiences.
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increasing wymrtk linking

\“{L heli to the Watergate
affair — an act of political

holage in the eves of Dem-

¢ ts  and many Re Jttb;i"

Cdlid as well. His stock went
1> as Mitchell's s went down.

Aliots had  agcused. the
Justice Department of politi-
cal espio tage of a different
type while Mitchell’ was At-
torney General, He charged
the " depar{ment ~had con-
nived with other. side, the
department to .destroy his
C ol running agains
agan in 1970,

’\’ iote saw the beginnings
o a political plot hatched not
only to destroy him political-
v for all time hut also asa
lawyer in the release of con-
fidential Justice Depart-
ment documents 1o’ s couple
of special writers for Look
Magazine in 1964,

The writers used: the docu-
ments for part of a highly
qualified articl e they wrote
in an attemur o link Alioto
v«nh the Mafa. Look pub-
article in Septem-

he pile ot documents con-
tained a few dealing with
Alioto. These were of the
raw o anedited. unsubstanti.

deners i ! % ‘ —

e varety. Mest of the

ments deal with (

the writers wun
Viptn

ive obtained the

oprt urd
inn o of

it 1¢
ane. Executive privi-
Ked By the govern-
¢ nted  him  from
ver finding out who in high
ielons ol the Justice De-
tment  knew about re-
lease of the documents.

Fhe plot to gethim. as Ali-
ol w i, thickened when
e State of Wash ved

[RER SRR LE1 1]

mg he had illegally .plit le-
dal fees with state atior nevs
Ul oan anwirust case: and it
thickened %8ven furt her when
a federal grand jur: in Scat-
tle indicted 'zim

The Seattle lictment. al-
leging crinmy MI nmﬂ .mud
in. connection with g&:e iee-
splitting case. was. an-
nounced By Mitéhell himself
at the Justiee Department in
W ashmgtonm Marel, 1971.

viioto ev entucily  put
Mitchell in the center of
what he insisted was a plot
to destroy him. He said he.
had alwavs known he had
political enemies high in the
Republican Party because of -
lils successful anti-trust suit
against major U.S. COrpor:
tions. Many dismissed his
views as “‘just politics.”

Those who took a dim
view of Alioto’s protests
E\_mr\&u Uporn ‘”Jikhell at [hat
time as a man who couldn’t
possibly treat a fellow
American unfairly for politi-
cal or any other reasons. He
was the Attornev General of
the. United States and a
clahe friend of the President.

Mitchell never responded
L to s charges. ‘But a

jm‘} after a lengthy trial

afd bnef deliberation fmmd
that Alioto had (k'men
illegal by splitting fees with
state dttomeys who had as-
sisted him in the dr’tvtmst
Case

Then a tederal judge
threw out the mail fraud in-
dietment. suaving the govern-
ment had no case and criti-
uum t}w Justice Dmaw
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A Tsign ocarried by onie
dreeter o biinied

“Alicto 12 - M
- a score the Mavor hopes
w report when the jum
comes in with a verdict or
the winner ot the Democrat-
ic gubernatorial primary in
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