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Jury Is Probing Agnew I 
Purchase of Md. Home 

HOME, From B1 
records and confirmed that 
the purchase price was 
$190,000. Asked the amount 
of the Agnews' down pay-
ment and mortgage, she 
said, "It was substantial and 
can be determined from the 
public records." 

The purchase price was 
$35,000 less than the original 
asking price of $225,000 for 
the 33-year-old house, Burr 

The previous owners of 
the Agnew house, Alfred V. 
J. Prather and Dorothy B. 
Prather, purchased it' in 
1966 for $150,000, according 
to county land records. Af-
ter the Prathers' subsequent 
divorce, Mrs. Prather be-
came full owner, according 
to Prather, a Washington at-
torney. 

Charles S. Bresler, a real 
estate developer and close 
friend of the Agnews, said 
yesterday that when the Ag-
news began house-hunting, 
he looked at a number of 
houses on their behalf. 

Bresler said that when in 
December, 1972, the Agnews 
agreed to buy the Kenwood 
home, the house was pur-
chased in the name of 
George W. White Jr., Ag-
new's personal attorney, to • 
avoid publicity. Bresler said 
that for the same reason, he 
signed a $5,000 promissory 
note 'as a deposit on the 
house to hold it until final 
settlement in April. 

Bresler said, however, 
that the promissory note 
was never cashed and to the 
best of his knowledge, no 
one but the Agnews paid  

anything toward the pur  
chase of the house. 

Scaggs said that White ne- 
gotiated with American Na-
tional to obtain the mort-
gage loan for Agnew. In 
1970 White got a $160,000 
loan for himself from the 
same building and loan asso-
ciation to buy property on 
Maryland's Eastern Shore. 

Agnew's spokesman said 
the Vice President was moti-
vated "only by the same 
considerations" that moti-
vate any loan-seeker in go- 
ing to American National. 
Scaggs said he is not a close 
friend of Agnew, though he 
has met him several times. 

Agnew's Kenwood house 
is assessed at $76,100, con-
siderabb,  below the 60 per 
cent of value level at which 
all Maryland property is 
supposed t o be assessed: 
George Filsinger, field su-
pervisor of MontgonlerY 
County assessments, said 
this was bacause homes in 
the Agnew's neighborhppa 
were last reassessed in 1971. 

As Vice President, Agnew 
is paid a $62,500 annual sal-
ary and $10,000 for expenz 
ses. Burr said, "We have no 
reason to believe anything 
but that he could perfectly 
legitimately afford to buy 
that house." 


