Caterer Tied to Firm

FTC Aided A
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- A Baltimore firm catered
free party for Vice Presi-
ent Spiro T. Agnew as a
onation to the Salute for
'ed Agnew Night commlt-
ee last year at a time when
he caterer’s parent con-
lomerate was under two in-
stigations by the Federal
rade Commission.'
The Salute committee’s
ailure to report the gift :,gf
he party, which was held
fter the Salute gala, was
ited in one of four indict-
ents formally served Tues-
ay on Blagden H. Wharton,
vice president of the Mary-
land National Bank and
treasurer of the Salute for
Ted Agnew fund-raiser held
May 19, 1972.
' Louis Bluefeld, executive
ice president of Bluefeld
aterers, said the Vice Pres-
dent asked him to cater the\z

party for entertainers who
performed at the fund-rais-
ing event. Bluefeld said,
however, that it was his own
decision not to charge for ca-
tering the party, which was

attended by Bob Hoge
rank Sinatra many
o;t'ﬁerm

A spokesman for the Vice
President said yesterday
that the decision to hold the
party was made by the Vice
President’s. staff, but that
the choice of Bluefeld’s firm
was made by the Salute
committee.

Y The party was held at a
time when Bluefeld’s paf-
ent company, %Aﬁws
Inc., a fast food and paper-
ack publishing conglomer-
ate, was under two investi-
gations by the FEederal
Trade Commission for un-

practices. ARA subsequent-
tly = was .challenged. for
these practices by the FTC
and ordered to divest -it-
self of some of its com-

—* panies in both cases. .

Bluefeld, whose firm has
catered poht1ca1 affairs for
both Democrats: and Repub-
licans for years in the Balti-
more area, said it was the

-f§ first time he had ever can-

'I§ celed a charge for such a
party. “It - -leads to “prob-
lems,” he said, “but I, have a
very, very warm spot in my
heart for the Vice Presi-
dent.” _

Bluefeld said that when
the bill for the catering
reached his desk several
days after the party, ‘he

Bluefeld could not recall

fair merger and acquisition -

wrote “No Charge” across it.

where the canceled bill was .

onew Gala

sent. Lynn Meyerhoff, who
was in charge of the Agnew
night committee, said yes-
terday that a number of the
bills received by the com-
mittee at that time were for-
warded ‘directly to the Vice
President’s office and han-
dled by his staff.

Bluefeld estimated that
the cost of the hors doeu-
vers, fruit and cocktail mix

: used at the party came to

Tabout $385. He said about
100 - persons attended and
that the committee had pro-
vided-its own liquor. :

This was disputed, how-
ever, by Robert M. Pomory,
executive director of the
Lyric Theater where both
the fund-raising event and-
the party were held. Pomory
said the caterer had sup-
plied the liguor and the"
party was attended by 150 to
200 persons.

“Pm absolutely positive of
this,” Pomory said, “because
I sat in on the negotiations
and saw them bringing in
he food and liquor.”

Other caterers in the Balti-

ore area said a party like
he one described by Pomory
would . ordinarily cost be-
tween $1,500 and

_In its. federal .and -state
campalgn reports the Agnew
‘night -committee listed no
gift from Bluefeld or pay-
ment to the catering firm
for the party. . .

A 'spokesman for ARA
Services, Inc., at the con-
glomerate’s home office in
Philadelphia said officials
there were aware of the
Agnew night fund raiser but
did not know Bluefeld had

* canceled the charge for the

party.



