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 /Sfer 

R
ow

land E
vans and R

obert N
ovak 

`H
e R

esigned B
ecause H

e H
ad N

o C
hoice' 

V
ice P

resid
en

t S
p
iro

 A
g
n
ew

's su
d
-

den, secret approach to the Justice D
e-

partm
ent last F

riday to renew
 his plea 

bargaining not only surprised federal 
p
ro

secu
to

rs b
u
t also

 fo
llo

w
ed

 tw
o
 

w
eeks during w

hich they had no new
 

com
m

unications at all w
ith A

gnew
. 

It w
as during those tw

o w
eeks, fol-

low
ing his defiant speech in L

os A
nge-

les, that A
gnew

 sought to generate na-
tional sym

pathy by portraying him
self 

as a v
ictim

 o
f a Ju

stice D
ep

artm
en

t 
plot. 

T
hus, A

gnew
's new

 approach on O
ct. 

5 to Justice D
epartm

ent prosecutors—
an approach m

ade w
ithout the know

l-
edge of som

e of his closest advisers—
w

as interpreted by high adm
inistration 

officials as a signal that the V
ice P

resi-
dent's national cam

paign had failed to-
tally. In fact, he did not receive term

s 
substantially better than he could have 
received som

e three w
eeks earlier. 

T
h

e o
v

errid
in

g
 v

iew
 is th

at A
g

n
ew

 
resigned because he had no choice and 
sim

p
ly

 co
u

ld
 n

o
t carry

 th
ro

u
g

h
 w

ith
 

th
e b

attle to
 rem

ain
 in

 o
ffice in

 th
e 

fa
c
e
 o

f fe
d
e
ra

l p
ro

se
c
u
tio

n
. T

h
a
t 

g
reatly

 red
u
ces p

ro
sp

ects o
f th

e A
g
-

new
 affair seriously dam

aging P
resi-

dent N
ixon in the hearts of R

epublican 
rightw

ingers m
ourning their departed  

leader. 
W

hen A
ttorney G

eneral E
lliot R

ich-
ard

so
n

 an
d

 h
is lieu

ten
an

ts sev
eral 

w
eeks ago discussed strategy on how

 
to handle the charges against A

gnew
, 

the possibility of an A
gnew

 counterat-
tack

 ag
ain

st th
em

 w
as m

en
tio

n
ed

. It 
w

as th
e V

ice P
resid

en
t's sty

le, all 
agreed, to try to recover by attacking 
his accusers. 

T
he possibility of such a counterat-

tack
 w

as en
h
an

ced
 w

h
en

 th
e first 

round of plea bargaining betw
een A

g-
new

's law
yers and the Justice •D

epart-
m

en
t b

ro
k

e d
o

w
n

. O
n

e b
asic d

is-
ag

reem
en

t: T
h
e p

ro
secu

to
rs in

sisted
 

u
p

o
n

 fu
ll d

isclo
su

re o
f th

e ev
id

en
ce 

against the V
ice P

resident. 
A

m
b

iv
alen

t fro
m

 th
e start ab

o
u

t 
w

h
eth

er to
 fig

h
t th

e ch
arg

es o
r q

u
it, 

A
g
n
ew

 b
eg

an
 to

 accep
t ad

v
ice fro

m
 

th
o
se lieu

ten
an

ts w
h
o
 w

an
ted

 h
im

 to
 

fig
h
t. T

h
e resu

lt w
as h

is S
ep

t. 2
9
 

sp
eech

 in
 L

o
s A

n
g

eles p
led

g
in

g
 th

at 
h

e w
o

u
ld

 n
o

t resig
n

 ev
en

 if in
d

icted
 

and assaulting the Justice D
epartm

ent 
(particularly A

ssistant A
ttorney G

en-
"eral H

enry P
etersen) as the source of 

his w
oes. N

ext cam
e his legal efforts to 

force new
sm

en to reveal the sources of 
leaks about the case. 

T
his cam

paign is now
 being view

ed 
b
y
 so

m
e p

o
litician

s as a b
latan

t at-
tem

pt to force better term
s out •of the 

Justice D
epartm

ent. "U
tter nonsense," 

reto
rts o

n
e h

ig
h

 Ju
stice D

ep
artm

en
t 

official. R
ather, know

ledgeable friends 
an

d
 fo

es g
en

erally
 ag

ree th
at A

g
n
ew

 
w

as trying to enlist public opinion on 
h
is sid

e in
 h

o
p
es o

f g
en

eratin
g
 p

res-
sure against the governm

ent. 
H

e w
as o

n
ly

 p
artially

 su
ccessfu

l. 
S

om
e R

epublican stalw
arts, resentful 

th
at th

e P
resid

en
t u

n
d
erm

in
ed

 h
is 

V
ice P

resident, rushed to A
gnew

's de-
fense. F

urtherm
ore, A

gnew
 m

ade his 
point about leaks to new

s m
edia under-

m
in

in
g
 h

is case an
d
 ero

d
in

g
 h

is civ
il 

liberties. B
ut he w

as clearly unable to 
convince the country that there w

as a 
conscious conspiracy, centered in the 
Ju

stice D
ep

artm
en

t, to
 d

riv
e h

im
 o

u
t 

of office. 
Indeed, polling data and politicians' 

insights indicate that the public w
ould 

n
o
t to

lerate A
g
n
ew

 stay
in

g
 in

 o
ffice 

w
h
ile in

d
icted

. W
ith

 A
g
n
ew

 h
av

in
g
 

failed to convince the public he w
as a 

v
ictim

, th
e v

o
ters w

ere u
n
w

illin
g
 to

 
grant him

 special im
m

unity. 
A

fter w
hat one W

hite H
ouse aide de-

scribed as "an ordeal of unbelievable  

m
agnitude," A

gnew
 advised his law

yers 
to

 resu
m

e p
lea b

arg
ain

in
g

 (th
e ap

-
proach that cam

e O
ct. 5). A

gnew
 kept 

that fact from
 all but his closest associ-

ates. O
n

ly
 A

rth
u

r S
o

h
m

er, h
is lo

n
g

-
tim

e assistan
t fro

m
 M

ary
lan

d
 d

ay
s, 

and possibly B
rig. G

en. John M
. D

unn, 
his highly trusted m

ilitary aide, knew
 

about it. 
In the renew

ed plea bargaining, A
g-

n
ew

's law
y
ers th

is tim
e accep

ted
 th

e 
Justice D

epartm
ent dem

ands for a full 
d

isclo
su

re o
f th

e case ag
ain

st h
im

 
(resu

ltin
g

 in
 th

e 4
0

-p
ag

e p
ap

er re-
leased W

ednesday). A
gnew

's law
yers 

ask
ed

 fo
r an

 assu
ran

ce o
f len

ien
cy

. 
T

he Justice D
epartm

ent could give no 
such assurance but prom

ised it w
ould 

recom
m

end leniency to the judge. T
he 

reco
m

m
en

d
atio

n
 w

as m
ad

e an
d
 ac-

cepted. 
T

he result w
as that A

gnew
 saved the 

nation from
 another, •protracted politi-

cal crisis an
d
 p

erh
ap

s sav
ed

 h
im

self 
fro

m
 a p

riso
n
 sen

ten
ce—

b
u
t at th

e 
cost of his nam

e and his disillusioned 
political follow

ing. W
ith the failure of 

h
is cam

p
aig

n
 to

 sh
o

w
 h

im
self as th

e 
Ju

stice D
ep

artm
en

t's p
ersecu

ted
 v

ic-
tim

, there w
as no other outcom

e. 
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 1973, F

ield E
nterprises, Im

o. 


