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REP. HENRY B. GONZALEZ.

N wuhlnzwn Poat 8taff wrlter
' House '‘Assassinitions  Committee

Bue, but Sprague refused to leave and
remairied- holed up in his offices on
‘Capitol Hill.

- In: a flurry of letters to Speaker
: homas P. (Tip) O'Neill: Jr. (D-Mass.)
'and. other’ key-members of Congress,

Gonzalez angrily accused Sprague of
- “divisive and. deceitful .conduct” and
*., said the-sputtering investigation could
not possibly succeed unless he were
fired.

The latest brouhaha in the llfe of
the beleaguered committee was trig-
gered_ earlier this week when Gonzalez

. Chalrman Henry B. Gonzalez' (D-Tex.) "
esterday abruptly- .ordered: the- ‘dismis-
sal .of. chief.counsel Richard A.:Spra--

T n'effort to-economize by-calling
for at least a temporary cutback in

its- 734 member staff.” The new: chair- -’
man. apparently-was rebutfed; fjrst-at.

a meeting, with. .Sprague- in Gonzalez

- office.-Tuesday morning’ and then by -

other members of the comniittee at
a secref ¢ mformal" meelmg later in
the day.

A Keystone Kops flavur .was added

to the dxspute when Gonzalez ordered
Capitol police to make sure Spra--

gue left his offices in the old FBI Iden-
tification Building by 5 p.m., ‘and then
haq those orders countermanded ap-
parently by Del. Walter E. Fauntroy
(D-D.C.).

About 90 minutes later, ev:denﬂy
after a rash of phone calls to mem-
bers scattered about the country for

"'ymg to F ire

the” long hohday recess, Fauntroy

.handed Sprague ‘a leétter of support
.bearing the .iames ‘of all .members of

the“12-member committee except for
Chalrman Gonzalez. °
The letter pronounced Gonzalez' ac-

~tion/ *invalid,” said only the tommit-

tee had such authority, and directed
Sprague “to .disregard Mr. . Gonzalez’
order terminating your employment
and his instructions that you vacate
the offices of the select committee by
S p.m. of this date. The entire commit-
tee, apart from the chairman, 50 di-
rects you.”

By then, Gonzalez was already in
the air, flying hone to San Antonio.
Apprised of the committee members’
action when he arrived,. Gonzalez
told United Press International:
“They're not the chairman. He

 charges “divisive, deceitful conduct”
g
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] ¢an work for free. He is.not . .
going ‘to work under the payroll, I~
certified to the c]erk ‘to remove hi
name."”"

The. confromatmn left the House in-
quiry. into. the murders of President
Kennedy and Martin Luther King Jr.
on shakier ground than ever. Alarmed
by ‘Sprague's ambitious $6.5- million °
budget and questionable investigative
techniques he had proposed; .the
House delayed re- Pstabhshmg the
committee until last week and then
did s0 only on a temporary basis, giv-
ing the panel until March 31 to settle
down and come back for a permanent
charter.

In ‘a letter to other committee
members, Gonzalez accused Sprague
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RICHARD A; SPRAGUE
. refuses to leave committee offices

‘tec- meeling '\Ionday that somc starf-
. i apploach % s be,dismissed tempor: arily: because’

: : .the committee’s’ present’ funding is .
h‘ésa,twn and . protested that"."-'on]y $84,000 a month” aid ‘its payroﬂ

‘amounts 16 $123 000 a ‘month.- ‘A deci-

" son was.postponed io Tuesday so that -
' Spragite- could:be heard, He opposed .
. :the move, pointing out that many- staff- -
iers. had already. taken a. voluntaxy 35'
per cent pay- cut,

Novote wvas, Lalxen bu{ il was: clc-ar
that Spraguc had a- maJouty of the
Lommxttee on’ hlb 'side:- :

al estlﬂalxbn w1thout
Gon alez dec]ared 1
nf ﬂent tha vgz .cgi1111qt-. do S0

Tlus ommlttee has becu Ied intoa - -
es of ‘by-its counsel; its work
5 boen withou ganization. and -
s-official'veports and docu-

‘ ts have heen of. vholly unaccept-
he ¢hairman’sletter con-”

) are. matlus that must
emedicd: 1f thls mvcstlgatlon isto,
gress.?” .

Sprabue had 110" comment ox(,epl to
te througl A spokcc.man shortly af-

5 p.n; that he was staying on fhe -
because ‘only the’ commlttee has
€ powei” to fite him.

Aceording 1o ‘several sources. Gon-
ez, had proposed at a secret comit-




