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•By.,GeorgeLarclherlr.''' 
ITashhigtoappit stet Wrher 

House Asiassiriations Committee 
: Cliairrrian Henry B..GonzaleiID-TeX4 
:yesterday,' abruptly ordered the dismis• 
Sal •of chief. coUnsel Richard i?...spra•• 
the, but Sprague refuSed to leave and 
remained holed up in his offices on 
Capitol Hill. 

In' a flurry of letters to Speaker 
7tiOthai-p, (Tip) 	(D-MassJ 
and. other key members of Congress, 
Gonzalez angrily accused Sprague of 
"divisive and deceitful .conduct'" and 
said the Sputtering:investigatien could 
not possibly succeed unless he were 
fired. 	 •  

piade an effort lo economize %reining 
for at least a temporary cutback in 
its 73-member Staff: The new.'ehair: 
Man, apParentlY.wai rebuffed; first at 
a meeting:With Sprague in .Gouzalez' 

Tuesday morning'' ind then by 
other members of the committee at 
a secret "informal" meeting later' In 

A Keystone Kops flavor was added 
to the disPute when. Gdnzalez ordered 
Capitol Police to make sure Spra-
gue left his offices in the old FBI Iden-
tification Building by 5 p.m., and then 
had those orders eounterrhandicl, ap-
parently by Del. Walter E. Fauntroy 
(D-D.C.). 

About 90 minutes later, evidently 
after a rash of phone calls to mem-
bers scattered about the country for  

the long holiday recess, Fauntroy 
. handed Sprague a letter of support 
.bearing the names .Of all members of 
the -12-member committee except for 
Chairman Gonzalez. 

The letter pronounced Gonzalez' ac-
--tiow"inifilid," said only the Commit-
tee had such authority, and directed 
Sprague "to .disregard Mr. Gonzalez' 
order terminating your employment 
and his instructions that you vacate 
the offices of the select committee by 
5 p.m. of this date. The entire commit-
tee, apart from the chairman, so di-
rects you." 

By then, Gonzalez was already in 
the air, flying hoine to San Antonio. 
Apprised of the committee members' 
action when he arrived,. Gonzalez 
told United Press International: 
"They're not the chairman. He 

The latest brouhaha in the life of 
REP. HENRY B. GONZALEZ 	the beleaguered committee was trig- 

.. charges "divisive, deceitful conduct" gered earlier this week when Gonzalez 
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.Higher beyondlCetrocolitan aies • - 

Sprague  
[aPrague] can work for free. He is not 
going to work under the payroll, I 
certified to the clerk to remove, his-. 
name. 

The confrontation. left the House in-* 
quitY iritn the murders of President 
Kennedy and Martin Luther King Jr. 
on shakier ground than iver. Alarmed 
by Sprague's ambitious $6.5 • million 
budget and questionable investigative 
techniques he had pripposed, the 
House delayed re-establishing the 
committee until last week and then 
did so only on a temporary basis,. giv-
ing the panel until March 31 to settle 
down and come back for a permanent 
charter. 

In a letter to other committee 
members, Gonzalez accused Sprague 
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... refuses to leave committee offices 
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in effect of a rule=or4uin approach .to. 'the. imiestigation 'and, proteSted that:-. 
.under - the present . circumstances, 
''there is no Way .that this .committee 
can function effeetivelY..Oe earty. out 

• its responsibilities. to the'llauee..7 

	

"I am confident:thaf. 	Can carry • 
on a successful inyestigatiOn.' Without 

Gorizalc deelate& :."I . 	 . 	. ant NeOnflderit that; we .erinitpt.."do. so 
 • " 	" 

with   
"This conunittee lins.  been 'ied'into a .series of:errOrs'. by itS Counsel: its- Work lips .boen 	organitation and-  • 

official- rePOrts and deco-
have been of, wholly • unaceept- 

,:..$16,quality.",4 	
. 

he 	are s letter eon :•::'lleued.:."theSel:pre..inattrs that must 
.::itiV.remedied if this•lnyestigation. is to 

• • 
-had 110:Comment except to 

:s ate thratigh a SpOkesinan; shortly . 
5 	that 'he vies staying on the • 
becatise ."only the•Committee has 

	

til.fire him. ' 	• 	. 
.RiAccordink, to:Several,  sources. Gen-
.zgez. had'propoted at a secret eomit-. 

•tee'ineeting : Monday ,:tha .sonic. staff-.• 
• t!..a . *AlfSgiiSSecl temp.Orarif3;:beca4Se :  
• .the: ComMittee'S• pr_eSent •ft.thaing is 
:only:40;000 a .1nonth arid 'its paypall. 
•:- imnunts• •10•.$0.3,000.'a 

`. son wasliestuoned..to Tuesday so that • 
Siiraktie•ebUldlte heard,•1-le opposed . 

• tbemove,Ippinting.•
.
oui that many stafT, • 

,,erS 4ad - alieadsi takeri:a.V.olu.ntaey 
iler-dent'tiny cut: • • 

No vote liras. taken but ,it was. Clear.  
that :Soap:IC had 	majority of. the 
committee 'on-  his side 	. • 	. 

• • 


