_.-'Nov
does) not exist- in: Washing- -
ton, But such evidence could -

1963 ¢ "dld (and

called fora, reopenlng of the
mvestlgation saying" disclo-

“'sure “of.. all. the’ evidence .

would restore public- confi-
dence" i ‘thie - commlssmns
ﬂndmgs :

The CIA released a sepa~

. rate sét of the foot-high pile

_exxst in Moscow and/or Ha- .

vana.”
The two r'nost' ‘promising

leads: to such’ evidence - are -
-testimony’ about 1858 con- .

tacts: between . Oswald  .and
. Cuban offxclals and’ a pubhe

‘threat by Cuban Preémier Fi- -

‘del Castro- against the lives
of U.S. leaders accordmg to
the memo. -

Both leads must be consid-
ered of significance in inves-
tigating a ‘possible. foreign
conspiracy but neither was
up,-the memo says.

" Entitled:. leview of Se-
lected Items in the Lee Har-
vey Oswald File Regarding
Allegations of the Castro
Cuban Involvement in the
John F. Kennedy Assassina-

- of documents to the Associ-
- ated Press Fniday. .

. The name of the memo’s
author has been deleted, but
Belih'said in an. interview it

. was written “by' Raymond

Rocca, a former member of
the agenc¢y’s counterintelli-

.gence staff.

In the 'memg, Rocca cites
the tesumony ‘before the
Warren Commission of Nel-
son Delgado, Oswald’s clos-
est friend during training at
California’s E1 Toro Marine
Corps Wase in 1859. The
Warren report noted that
Oswald told Delgado he was
in touch with Cuban diplo-
matic officials.

But, according to the
memo, “Delgado’s testimony
says a lot more of possible
operational significance
than is reflected by the lan-

chest defenders of the. War-.
ten.: Cothmission. ‘réport, has -

" memo.

DAVID' W. BELIN
closure

to have been run “down’ or

‘developed by mvestlgatxon &
<-In the memo;-Roceca-cites

Delgado’s testimony that

‘Oswald told him “right af-

ter he had this conversatxon
with the Cuban people .
that he was going -to—once
he got out of ‘the service—
he was going to Switzerland
. Oswald applied to Al-
bert Schweitzer College in
Switzerland in March, 1959,
was discharged from tho
Marines in September of
that vear and entered the
Soviet Union the following
month, Rocca notes.
Delgado’s testimony .is "“of
germinal significance {o any
review of the background of
Lee Harvey Oswald’s feel-
ing toward and relations
with Castro’s Cuba.” Rbeea

. adds.

At -the time he wrote the
Rocca, who had
served as CIA liaison with
the Warren Commission, was
working for the agency as

-can ‘be no questxon
“this :
more- than-ordmary attempt '
“to. get a message on the
" record in-the United, States "

.a.: consultant ‘A eover ietter_
States that “the attached re-.
view tepresents the-r, search -

- and. analysxs of-am indiyidial
" ofticer .-,
';necessarily represent the po-

. .and .doés "not

sition’ of: this agency.” .
-Castro% threat. agamst the

Hves of"US, leaders was’
,‘made ‘Sept. 7,.1963, during

1mpromptu 1nterv1ew

..'w1th AP _correspondernt Dan-

el Harker in Havana. “There
that
‘event” represented

- Rocea mamtairrs in -his
S memo. - '
"Rbeca notes . that the

story’ appeared in the New

Orleans "Times-Picayune —

"L » - “where Lee Hatvey Oswald
; guagc’ of- the’ re‘pért and its
-1mphcat10ns do not appeax

resided”—and- guoted Castro
as saying-that “U.8. leaders

~would be in" danger if they

helped in any attempt to do

- away. with -leaders of Cuba.”

Roeca’s .memo makes no
mention of CIA plots” to
kill Castro in the early
1960s, but large .portions of

the declassified version
have been deleted.

If Oswald, who according
to the testlmony of his wae
Marina, and others was an
avid-newspaper reader, saw.
the story, “it must be con-
sidered of great significance
in the light of the patholog.
ical evaluation of Oswald's .
passive-aggressive makeup .

. irrespective of whether
there was any formal man-
date or even security ser-
vice contact with Oswald by
the Cubans or the Ru=
sians,” Rocca says.

However, he adds. “There
is no evidence in the files
of the Kennedy assassination
that this Castro interview
was considered in following

. up leads although
(CIA) specificially directed
(its) headquarter's attention
to the AP story very shortly
after the Dallas killing.”. -

Belin has since called for 2
reopening of the Warren
Commission’s investigation,
sayving it would restore pub-
lic confidence in the report's
findings.



