
FORD ACTS TO BAR 
DEATH PLOT DATA 

Asks Senators Not to Reveal 
Details of U.S. Activities 

Against Foreign Chiefs 

By NICHOLAS M. HORROCK 
sptcial to The New York Times 

WASHINGTON, Nov. 2— 
President Ford and the Depart-
ment of Justice are moving 
to keep details of United 
States involvement in assas-
sination plots against for-
eign leaders from being made 
public by the Senate or in a 
court case here. 

A spokesman for the Senate 
Select Committee on Intelli-
gence said today that late Fri-
day each member of the com-
mittee received a "strongly, 
worded" letter signed by Presi-
dent Ford urging the member 
not to make public the corn-1 
mittee's forthcoming report on 
the Central Intelligence Agen-
cy's involvement in plots to kill' 
foreign leaders. The spokesman 
declined to make the letter pub- 
lic and said that the committee 
had called for a meeting tomor-
row to discuss it. 

A spokesman for the White 
House said it would not re-
lease the President's letter un- 
less asked to by the committee. 
A White House source said 
that the three-and-one-half-page 
letter set forth "in great detail" 
the reasons President Ford be-
lieved the publication of the 
report would harm national 
security. 

Senator Frank Church, the 
committee chairman, immedi- 
ately rejected Mr. Ford's plea. 

"I am astonished that Presi- 
dent Ford wants to suppress 
the committee's report on as 
sassination and keep it con-,  
cealed from the American 
people," the Idaho Democrat 
said in a statement. "They have 
a right to know what their Gov-
ernment has done. 

"The President himself asked 
the committee to investigate 
these charges. For months he 
has known of the committee's 
intent to publish its findings in 
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