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How the Second

Term Begins

Washington
" HE DREAM OF the mellow-setond-term states. .
man has been shattered. and it-is the President

himself who wakened us to reality.
He is 'doing what he said I,N July 27 he wauld:

never do. _
.
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“We are not going fo bomhu-
vilian targets ‘in' the North,” the
President declared at the height
of- the furor over the reported
dike bombing. “*We are notf using ’
the. great power that couid hnisn’

Y A
\otth Vietnam n an_alter norn., el H
and we will not.” -~ //
The bull_\r-bombmg has:few de- N 4
fenders. The President has.not
troubled to explain it. The Republican leader of the .
Senate, Hugh Scott of Pennsylvania. the latuous
hawk who nominated Richard Nixon for the Nobe}
Peace prize last sumner. attempted 1o ascribe hu-
man feelings 1o him in the present crisis.. : .
: He was, Scott said, “heartsick. and dlsap')om.-
~ed:” and he “suspected” that the “Pl(‘\l(l(’m is h\a};-, _
puxme(l andsick ‘at -heart, too.” o .
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HE EVIDENCE WAS to the contrary. The Presi-

——L-dent-wasofraregood cheer-Omthe third day of
the bombing, he noisily intervened i’ behalf of ioot-
ball fans whose h()]l(l«l\~ wotld be deseerated by the
television blackout of the hig cames., : ’

On-thesevening ol the Tifth day-—whic h is 1o
say, the day alter Hanoi reported that United States
bombers had hit a4 POW (unnp-——lhv President was
discovered. with his. friend Bebe Rebozo,-dining out
at a Florida vestaurant, He was dancing, Te invited a
startled 11-year-old girl to be his pariner.

“What \ms he (rving to te 1 u~" ‘Was he suggest-
ing that the slduﬂ'him I'rom the airavas, in the.jnm.
mortal \\01(!« of Lt. Calley at the My Lai court-
"martial, “no big (l('a!' 7 Americans are expected 1o
‘look on, without pity or remorse, while a peasant
nation - is punished lor his lailure.

* * *

A.\ AT THE TIME of \1\ Lai, Iho OUtl‘i“C harl 10
- be imported: T

. No-Ame rican put it as ferociously as an

- English newspaper, the Manchester Guardian, which

~inquired “if Mr. Nixon wants to go down in history

cas one of the most murderous and bloodihirsty of
American Presidents.”

SAnd what do Americans think of the d-wl\ beinz
done in their name? A few hrave. clergyvmen have
___Jmlwn ont,_and aSenatoror o
- Mam-—Americans-spent—thieir: l]ouc!&‘\‘~ SGuthad——
mlo obliviousness by their felevision sets, mesmoer-
ized by the pmll(dblo violentve ol professional foot-
“hall-or the abtificial cheer of the canned holiday
Christmas programs.

The uproar over the conviction of Lut, Calley tor
the- My Lai murders gave Richard Nixon pertineni
intelligence fox the -present crisis. Americans will
spend four more Christmases cursing the war rather
than face up tow hdl we have done and whit we are
-doing.

The landslide is turning into a world Hdg(}d\
-because it has been taken bv the President as.a pass- .
pont to \engeance and so fal by Congress as a wurns
m;: that Thexe is nothing they can do 10 stop hint.
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