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“debated but silence shrouds the blood- -
- bath which did occur in the South -

at.the time. This is curious and un-’
fortunate, since the conditions which

* some 50,000 to 100,000 ‘weré tossed
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“While-giving no figures on deaths, the -
account.says many were killed. Others -
have-estimated- the-Killings at*75,000
or more. T

The_ “Anti-Communist -Denunciation -
-Campgign” was -the. third stage- of
“Diem’s. expanding repressions, -and -
was also marked by “large numbers”
“of ‘murders and arrests of both Com- -

*" munists and non-Communists, In the
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Initiated in"the summer of 1955. They " affectsd areas, did manage to investi-  ten, “implied that ths regims ought to

md“‘b'}'ft'mor;e" delibetately-planned-effort -
to “weed - out undésirable eléments.”
The targets were ‘exaVietminh cadres

" trationcamps‘ and-torture- was- coms—
’mon.. Devillers- maintains  that thers .
.are_“serious reasons” for supposing

S Were

“encouraged”-by American advisers-in -

Saigon. . “The de facto integration of

=isolated - autocracies.- In'case of a
~ truce, Thieu is thus likely to attempt
_the same measures as Diem—the phys-
" ical extermination of those capable of
organizing an effective political oppo-
--sition.- Washington is hardly likely to
oppose him in.this any more._than.it
_ had opposed Diem. This, after all, has
been its primary objective in many
~years or Warfare: Te 18 180t 1o~ Amers
~ ica’s antiwar elements to spur popular
- domestic -and- worldwide pressures on.
. Washington  and Saigon in order to
prevent a new wavs of bloodbaths in
~the South. :

“be&.. . . purged of anything which
—might,—however—remotely,—serve-the -
Red Cause.” . :

In the end, Diem’s bloodbaths and
detention camps brought war to Amer-
ica and all Indochina. As the Pentagon
account and other serious studies of
Vietnam have concluded, these re-
pressive measures gave birth to an
indigenous southern rebellion against
the Saigon Government which matured—

—into-full-scale-war; - -
.. After eighteen years of relentless,
costly, bloody effort, Washington has
failed to change the nature of Saigon
regimes as alien-imposed, politically’
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