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- 	BiJr-TOM-NiTICKER__ 	  - 	, ) i. 	________.:: ...:- 	. • 	 - --- - 	 .. 

	

A questioner at Henry Kissinger's 	IN THE NATION news conference recalled that, for ten .  - 	" 	 - 	.  years and -through three Administra- • 	..• • . 	- - .... . 	:. 
	and:asstired-thesuccess:of-Yietnainizi-7.-  - .. tons; mining-lheNorth-Vietnamese 

 •-' -------- harbors. had _been - considered 	tion. 

	

' 	 . to pose 	 - • 	. 
• In fact, Richard Nixon"s_Vietnamiza-_ _ 

	

: 	• an unacceptable risk of confrontation - 
tion 'is as grandiose' a failure_as_Ly.nm..1.„ _ with; the Soviet 'Union. '"Can you. tell;  o• 	

. don Johnson's land i war, and this • , 	us..;what has changed. -to make that  
risk now acceptable" he :asked. . - . failure is what has changed the Preai- - 

• ' dentsLninctsbout-_7/  nining=thistittill-7. 

	

--ill Dt-Kissingercouldt•have-hetlidn't 	- - - Vietnamese harbors- That action Could. • .. . . F- .:He.Said 'only, that President ' Nixon's." have some future...effect-on Hanbi's =- 7': : :- - decision to tninethe harbors was not - fOrces now • operating in the South, it 

	

 --.. 
' 	

, i  "lightly-  arrived at" and that "the - 4-- ..retaliates_againStal*.Sovietalorj-their_ 

	

!  '  • .Judgment:has-_been-thatthesks-wete 	ins aid'TO North 'Vietnam, and its ---r-----..'  not unacoeptable.".... . :_i_.:_l__: ..- : T-- -- - 	.. 	 'sensational -• natUre7diverts - attention- -- . . ..-)3ut something  *indeed has  changed, -, frorrLthe,reaLsituatior1; li • he:South,__,_ _ ',- • 1.76ii: or lesi. concealed by .MrNixo-if s - * --It also puts Moscow, for the second. j___ • . threatening_ bluster, D_, Kissinger's 	time hTT—he posaion of _Plaintive--laments;-:-andr:all-the-- o • ti- - -7' virig-H-to ---fateip. .to an Amen-tari-7 S C ea. Ines a but a "new. ,strat 	ultimatum..--.-„Can-the-Soviets,really • . - egY".<:.and-the-Presiderit'a'• "hbpds" is-  acquiesce in an American order not to the'fict that the Nixon policy in South - enter Haiphong harbor on pain of hav-Vielnam :. has been ,exposed as a mis- - ing'their,ahips.-blOwn-Aip?-Everi-it'Mr*-  

	

. . 	.. eraTife'failure. ' • - 	. .   . 	Nixon has .been-"humiliated"-.by the .. . _AfLer 	three. 	years of death and riev- -. soviet -supported __North -- Vietnamese • -• - 	, Ation in indochina ter-  ...milifary-•.supres .  isLit-.-Sensible to -try -:L.- =„ SionS  .of. funds and energy from this to push Moscow. into the even more ., . ' ,- • country:s_real....needs,and-afterrnearly-"-pointed-humiliatiorr-ofrbeintliaTtEd7  • . .' .. . ,irrecoverable:,--Politicardamage-among-77frorrrits4llyis-harbOrerMr.7.Nlicort.--  - 	• :  its. people, the North Vietnamese have : really expect the Soviets not only to • egretiteri'military. advantage than ever accept ' this .. humiliation but "'then to We're, ' the Saigon' Government . is " . persuade or .ccie4 'liana into a settle -. ..:!•• ' : . ...Nkreaker,• .the peace. negotiations are at ... fnent:he can iccept? • - ' : ' ' '''.: ,.. ' .- • - ' ': • - ...... .*Iinpasser-the;P.O.W.'s, are still. im- . On the other .ehand, if the Soviets. .. • ' '. -.: priOned4lie,....hoiribing27of-thel-Nort :-reply With . their -oWn Ultiniattim,z Mr. --. 	.:- has-•11a.sTbeert-resiirned-,--t.and the President— '. Nixon in his tuni, win7b-elput in the '...,• ... ; .,' hy,itifieriai fiat—has placed the nation ' • position ': of . having 1tO:•adquiesces.:Or .,:. ,:.,. ... in :hazard of the •gravest ,crinfrontation . raise ,thef stakes... Mining the harbors;._ , 	• , • .. :  with the Soviets :since the:etiban this- -. in short, offers . is .intichrrisk 'arid: as L'--- . sirei'CrisiS,  of •1962-Even--conceding that—little-hope-as it ever.:didrit:ia mot -a --- :$- - a „,.,, -.47'.  ,..-.4---t*.i,4ri,-Atr:4;•.p.p*e-,--, .7:„.,,,..4olicy 
 

or a • strategy so much •:as......a._ libitia-zie:-'aim.ettierir'',.A.Mf.14.14W1.. g, i ., --,... : .1' 	,.:.,f1,.*VP II' 	, 
• thii': is failure ,on'a-; grand scale e. 	• 	.. , . 	_...  

	

' • ' ' 	- 	. 	d 	1' • 	'Ttile-Nie "ewar'thans all 'ti 14 . 	is ...:- .. .1 •1 ---  - 7: -  - . •---7 .17 --'. -- - 	." 	one -more search for -a 'quick fiX. that • :: .. . . Itr;is'failtirei-moreover, on at • least 	Will 'redeem all other failures.*. .. 	. : threfZlevels. Mr. Nikon-and his advisers 	AS for Dr. Kissinger's despairing in.• • 

	

. ' consistentlY overrated • the fighting 	- --''- ' • 	•• 	• • 	 quiry why - the • North . 'Vietnamese ' • ... •• ,. capacitY and motivation of South Viet 	should should not, accept the President's - lat- •:narnete. forces, particularly t5eir lead- • est cease-fire and withdrawal Proriosali.  . ' • - - :erg.. "Just as consistently and diaas. , . the answer :is that:  it. would. leave the.  trOnaly, they underestimated the ability  Saigon-Government-ind-its-army-and:-.-- rif-::ti.i.ei: North Vietnamese to _sustain :-a-iiiriinistrativelnaChinery_intactwhic .. *----an:offensiii.e._uf-theLkitid-now_gou.ig.---  i's-scarcelY--Hanors-aimr-arid-it-wouid7 ..'''. 	forward: 	• . ., 	. • 	 . 	. . point -Straight to a new and only ' 'Finally, M. iion not only mis - 'Ali•htl im roved version 'of. the_inco 
, 	. 	

Audged--the' ability-oi-tlie—wil _ o - e chinese partition again-it -Which. Hanoi Soiriel Union to push Hanoi into a  has ;fought- so long and so hard.  compromisesettrement but in Dr. Kis- . .The real question, which Dr. kis- singees-words,Washington "also per-.. singer did not ask, is what' makes -Mr. • .: 	., .. hap& _luiderestirhated the massive - in------sNixon-think-'he :can-. gai-n7.Withdrawal - - • . • • flinkit offensive_weapons,_partictiarly---'-with'-hohor," twhile maintaining an ffom--the- Soviet Union _. : . that • American - supported, .non - Communist 

	

- . 	changed the military balance." This, ;Government-in Saigon, . when . he has . after,  all;Alte.:braggadocio as to how not,been able 	to win the war on the . the ,Cam000lan -1kwasion of 1970 and battlefield? There, despite all the Presi- . . - the,Laotian incursiorf of 1971 had dis-' • - dent's: pretensions; . is - where -the -real- 
__ _ 

	

. • .ruPted North Vietnamese supply lines 	decisions. have been made: . - - - • - . - 	. 	„  


