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yline agents of foreign intel-
~Jigence services, according |to
two former F.B.I agents
- *djrect knowledge of such oper-
wations. s ;
£ ‘One of the former agents
=placed the number of such kid-
gsover the years at
“fewer than 10” and said that,
‘as far as he lmew, the tech-
“nique had not been employed
- ¢by the bureat since the mid-
yhineteen-sixties. )
1 He said that its use had
;been occasioned by 'such cold
war incidents as the Cuban
- “missile crisis “when things
~=were pretty - rough,” and that
‘he was ‘“certain that this is
30 longer going on.”
s A spokesman for the bureau
said only that the bureau would
* ‘adopt “a no-comment posture”
‘Wwith respect to the kidnappihg

The ‘use of the kidhapping
.- fechniqueswas--also - tonfirmed;
- althoiigh .not in detail; by /two,
er formey F.B.L agents. |
_ In separate  interviews.! the
two - former. agents who | de-
- scribed the alleged kidngppings
¥ . left open the possibili¥y that
__in-one instance the-bureaulhad.
erred “in kidnapping a person
who proved not to be a deep-
cover spy -but a' legitimate
. .. American.citizen.
“.One of the agents concgded,
~—however, that™ in every pase
- > practice-was--“completely
ong-—completely in violation
ivil liberties. No quegtion
““aboiit it he added. 7|
“But he said, “In the business
of intelligence, yowre faced
with the concept of expediency.
~That otftentimes leads you|into
extra-legal activities.”™
Alleged Violations

= Several lawyers, ‘including
fepresentatives. of the Ameri-
tan Civil Liberties .Union,
pointed out that an alien|ille-
gally —in i country ig by
law. afforded many of the same
tiarintees of due process as
merican citizens. :
7 The bureau’s only legal gller-
wtives in guch cases, one|law-
i id, were 1o turn |such

individuals over 1o. the Immi-
gration and Naturahzation|ser-

vice for & deportalion hegring
or to char em with illegal
en l,ry or @ sp1ONg
10 Dave held i
wal Aot
than a
would |

e lawyer added. |
alated his rights!
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charged with a crime,*to Habeas
€0 - - = tanece.
of eounsel, among others; . |
. -Kidnapping, the former agent|

said,- was- a -last. resort used:
when .no,  alternative imeans!
could be quickly found to inter-
rogate a suspected subversive,
or to “turn” him into a double
agent willing- to répoit to the
F.B.IL on the activities of his
own intelligence service.

It was, he said, “the type

of thing that’s never done light-
ly.)l - .
.~ Both men denied that physi-
cal torture was ever employed
in such cases, although one
said that, when a suspect had
been located, “You'd pick him
up and take him somewhere
and work him over.”

The vittims were often threat-
ened with death as punishment
for noncooperation, he added,
althdugh neither official re-
called any instance in' which
a hostage had been murdered.

One of the former agents
maintained, however, that men-
tal duress was an important
part of such interrogations, and
he described one case in-which
a person was seized and
detained in an F.B.I “safe
ihouse” for “several weeks.”

|
f ; Absence Not Noticed

Because the man was not

roperating under diplomatic cov-
.er, &8s many foreign espionage
-agents do, and was not other-
wise an official persomage, his
extended absence went publicly
unnoticed, the former agen!
said.
"~ The spy. he said: knew his
«captors only as “US. inlel-
ligence agends,” at least one
of whom was ®ith him con-
stantly.

“Someone slept in the same
bed with him. We even went
with him to the bathroom.”
he said.

After weeks of intense inter-
rogation the man broke and
agreed (o becoma a double
agent and was told, in the

former agent's words: :

“You are a free man. Do
you know what that means?
If vyou leave here and do nol
keep vour promises we will

do nothing further to vou. But
you have made a commitment

and we will fake you sl your
word |

The man did keep his word,:
the former agent said. and ap-|
peared al an appointed meeting
with  an  F.B.L intelligence
agent a” week later.

But the former agent ac-
knowledged that the technique
contained a critioal flaw: The
F.B.1. had no way of knowing
whether the man, or others
like him, reported their expe-
rignces Lo their own govern-
men(, and thus became triple
agents, )

‘Playing for Keeps

The use of kidnapping, one
of the former agents empha-
sized, “wag g tough game. Thal
was when you're playing for
keeps.” he said.

He said 1hat. to his knowl-
edge. the praclite wag never
employed against the domestic

left " ‘organized “crime figures,
but—was;-reserved-—for-—opera-
tives of the Soviet K.G.B., or
secret police, or ‘represénta-
tives: of other Soviet-bloc in-
telligence services.
° The technique was particu-
larly useful, he explained, when
the F.B.I. feared that it was
about to Iose track of a sus-
pected agent posing as an
American citizen. ;
i “You'd ‘identify your man
land follow him to develop who-
he—was—eontacting—here;*—the
‘former agent said, “but you
always- ran the risk of losing
‘him “in 200 million people.”

One instance in which that
concern played an important
part was described by the two
former agents. - ]

In the early nineteen-sixties,
they recalled, a man wailked
icasually into the recorder’s of-
ifice in a rural Middle West
‘county seat near the Canadian
border and asked for a copy
of his birth certificate.

The man explained to the
clerk that he had left the region




and—w

ild) . Aftér receiving euthorization|
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|ument -his family history. The
name he gave : hat_ - of
a former resident of-the ‘county;
someone --whom the; records
clerk and others tthere rémem-

pelvic injury as a youth.’

The inquiring man -appeared
to walk perfeotly, however, and
the townspeople, * their suspi-
cions- piqued; notified the local

{bered-had suffered-a-permanent

directly from J. Edgar Hoover,|
the late F.B.I. director,: gpe-
cially: picked -team-
seized ‘the syspett and. rushed
him to a secluded “safe house”
of the hiiteau-for intermogation,
the two sources said. ,
One of the former. agents
described the interrogation” as
a “stern” one, and the other
added that ‘“this was roug;

office of the F.BI. : ’

I_“Thapk . God —t

agent was on the ball,” -one. of

the sources said; *and went over

and checked the matter out.”
Linked to Soviet

The F.B:I, he said, placed
the mysterious stranger under
surveillance and eventually be-
came convinced that he was
a Soviet intelligence agent who
had penetrated the United
States illegally. :

*When the local F.B.I. agents
‘became concerned thdt they
would lose the suspect, the
source rtecounted, a decision
was made ‘'to hit him.”

bpé;iness,’{ ~though-neither —pro-

vided.
ordeal to which the man was
subjected.” -

Both sources described the
operation as a success but' de-
clined -to- elaborate-on-its pre-
cise disposition or the subject’s
present whereabouts.

.One of the former agents
maintained, however, that none
of. the suspected espionage
agents involved in these opera-
tions had ever died as a. direct
result “of the kidnapping or
interrogation, or while attempt-
ing to escape.

The former agent said that

‘opérated & formalized: “kidnap-
‘Ding Squad,” &L pne time there
was -a--coterie of agents who
“‘could and would” carry

as.-burglaries and kidnappings;
. But by the mid-hinetesn:six|
ies;—hé—said; thesemremr—had]
‘become = convinced that Mr.
Hoover- would no longer back
them and they refused to un:
dertake such work without “pa-
per” or written authorizations,
|WhichMr—Hoover-was umwiil|

Too Daqgemus to Accept

“You'd call & guy up and
ask him to do something,"” the
source. recalled, . “and -he'd .re-
lx:ﬁnd you that. he had two

see his retirement ‘down-,the
" , ;

=]

* “This work was exceedingly
dangerous,” the-second former
F.B.I. man said. “You ocould
get shot, you could get arrest-
od.” ]

The first former agent con-

although the bureau never

X ) ATy outy —Knowledge'of. the kidnappi
1illegal high-risk operations such kg FPE

ids in college and he' could b

ever-made i, wrrtmg -and-that|

|consequently no gecord of, it
exists within the bureau’s files.
operations  was .-‘-‘ve;y, very
closely” held,” he said, bemg
limited o Mr. Hoover, whe

D = 3] :CIE - of
them; a handfu} of top officials,
and the agents in ‘theé field
who-carried them out.

“Nobody will admit a damn

thing,” he said, pointing out
tharthe crime of kidnapping

g of ~limita:
tions. -

Thé lawyers interviewed in|'
connection with the legality
of “these operations said,|
however, that Federal and state
kidnapping statutes had proba- |,
ly not been violated by the
agents who carried out the
abductions, since no ransom!|
was extracted. i

Because “the best ingerests.
of the country would nor be'
served by pursuing that inves- |
tigation,” the man declined toi
identify either the F.B.I. agents '

firmed these points, adding that
no mention of kidnapping was

or the suspected subversives in- |
volved in the kidnappings. ‘




