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_discussions took or what they cove'rfe_d. This
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“The Dc')'c'!umjenjt-'s -

. . .- i ; ’4
Even the available Warren Commission transcripts

" have gaps in them. There are portions &f the discussion,,
_often just a$ sensitive and provocative matters are
- being ‘raised, when the Commissioners decided to go |

“off-the-record” and the official court reporter stopped”

taking notes. One does not know how:long these?
terial is:

beyond retrieval. 2 g

In addition to the executjve sessidns and spefial staff

: meetihgs, the Commission took dirkct testim ony from

94 witnesses, including President !a_nd Mrs." }6hnZon;
Mrs. John|F: Kennedy;. Secretary of the Treasury C..
Douglas Dillon (in whose departmenit resides the

Secret Service); Sécretary of Statd Dean Rusk (whose

. department “/handled Oswald’s... passport - problems -
_during his Soviet sojourn); FBI Ditector Hoover; CIA

Director John A. McConeland his deputy, Richard M.

: *.Helms; - Texas Attorney | General Waggoner Carr;

Secret Service Chief James J. Rowley; Mrs. Marina

» ‘Oswald (Oswald_’s-widow_; Mr;s M rguerite Oswald"

L

(Oswald’s mother); ar_'wd Jack Ruby, the man who killed
Oswald in the Dallas police station on November 24.
The staff interviewed 395 other witnesses. However,
the Commission apparently disregarded the recom-

mendation of Texas Attorney General Carr thatall EBI-

and CIA agents who were.in the Dallas area in the

. period immediately before and following the Kennedy

assassination be’ interviewed as well. Carr’s ‘written

recommendation to General Counsel Rankin was based
- on the long-held suspicion that Oswald may have been .

employed by either the CIA or the FBL. What follows is

“an annotated-chronology of the Warren Commission’s

executive * sessions, including the lengthy meéting
between two of the Gdmmissioners, staff members and
a panel of three psychiatrists." - . i
The Commission Meeting of December 5, 1963

- -

1 " o . . . g
This was the -organizational meeting of the Commission af the

National Archives. The Commission had no staffand no quarters of

itsfown; the principal object: of the session was to organize the
el I3 e x L]
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inpe: s! u!l;u ;Yxl the first m<tht< into- Hu. thoughts (’[Ilu seven
men n‘qnn lr;(rqmq quickly, ‘almost as soon~ as the chairman called
I/n'v.Li )l”?’ 10 order, What preoccupied thel Commission from the
‘outse I}ns f"‘luslom responsibility; its relations with the FBI and
llu-}j :shgl lparhm nt, amd the sensitive pmbh m of how to deal
with ’!Il . itl Texas inquiry. Katze nlm(hliln D:puh/ AHorml/-
Cvrt mt ] }1 present a part of the time to aifvise the Commission.
Thi w liorosWarren launched the Commission:
1
. Chﬂl"'"iﬂlj 6cntlcmen, this is 'a very sad and solemn duty

thaé éénrr

/{mderhkmg, andlamsure that there is not one of .
A% would rather be doing almost anything else that |
q¢ n; th éof than to be on a commiission of this kind. But it

is a t em il ously important one. The President, | am sure, is _
Zing to make sure the public will be gnve all SFthe

! f? sordid situation ... !

Loowvanre,
nfr[‘t"'

} lnrm\{ its own mzu’shqntnrs or oblmnmg subpoena

pouidrs] ‘I ;mlha:z:m concerned abaut their credibility, thought -
this) 0: s b‘ Himiting mxd made it r!m& that the Commission should -
havy, ;{(h it powers.” They were ivorried, .‘houql} that their 1
i:xl!«la'tf; nAm rinnqh! improperly interfere with- Jack Ri Iu/b miurder oy
trialisefiedi d}vr February, 1964. John M(CIOJ cumlmui up!/usx
pro ehis: S
MF M r(.] v Yes Now I have the feelmg that the prestxge, ;
the ttmdn g of this Commission, everybody is looking F\or it
to dorfte; fob,\:/ard promptly, with an objective comprehenswc i
rep Vhichjwill lay all-the dust and rlght across our pathis
thigfintidenMof the pending! furder trial . . . ['have. a feeling -
that another obligation than thé mere evaluatjon of ~
the {pf agencies, many of which as yousuggested,.or”
st £m ‘at'least, may be interested, may be involved.
Teereti ' potentml culpability here on the part of the Secret

) Ser\Tcw_ angd even the FBI, and these reports, after all, human
natL rd. "L what it is, may have some self—servmg aspects in’,
therh j think that if we didn’t have the right to subpoena -
dodynifeny the right to-subpoena: witnesses if. we needed
-themni| tHaf this Commission’s general’ standing might be..”
sorze yhatimpaired. We could use them of course with g great
disc¢reition dnd I'certainly wouldn’tiwant them to go running

. around Ex mining witnesses, but | can vnsuahze occasnona"y
,wh&en‘ ] ,'lll want to examine wntnesses

/I thlnk it would be @ mistake'if we should suddenly
y:t in the conduct of this Commnssxon where we had

] wer. If we just ask fof it'in the course of events of
|1 'Eetmg of thls Comm:sswn I thmk it wou]d be well

aie, 1 agree with you a huridred percent. I think it

WC;fL ! the stature of-this Commission it this were
" sore hat “we unammouslyl agreed; upon from the

RN

nt time.
/

“thdfp

. 1 1 k: »
‘ LI( It occurs to me, since Mr. McCon has mentioned-
iI ‘decrease the use of self-ser\hng ‘conclusions if we-,
't ppwer. Understand, I'm not ]ookmg for anyone, I’ W
clous of anyone going out to cover up, but peoplc will

gmnl on to suggest, however, Hmj the Commiission .

-

’ ~man or yol's

o
"

ind all of a sudden we appearm Congress and ask -

i
= _
uld give usa standmg more t]'\an what we have at _‘ .

13

But Warren, still anxious to keep the Commission’s work within
what Iu rnnsnh red mmmqmblr proportions, krpt demurring.

Chmmmn If the rest of you want the subpoena power that is
perfectly all right with me, butif we have the subpoena power
people are going to expect us to use it. Wlt,nesses are going to

g have - the right to come in’ and say,- here, I've. got this
testimony, I want to give it before your committee. And if
thcy are cranks, if they are nuts, we are in a bind because if we
don’t hear them at-least they are going to go out and say we
" have suppressed the evidence on them and we only heard the
thmgs that we wanted to. hear etc.

Rt'p Baqqs But Mr. Chnef]ustxte, won't thathappen whether
" we have the subpoena power or not? *"

Chmrnmn - Well I think maybe it would to some extent, but if -~

we're proceedmg on the theory that this was a job- of

eva1uat|0n of evndence rather-than of gathering of evidence it

will enablé quto go to the various agencnes of the government

~and have thes : people who want to be witnesses investigatéd,

‘have their tesellmony appraised by them and then submitted
| }crus for EVa!qahon That ‘was my" thought N

_Mr. McCloy: 1 somehow come back finally to the conviction
" that this is. s‘omethmg we have.té6 do. This Commission is
. going to be criticized .-... no matter what we do but I think we
- waould be: mor‘;:

‘world as something that is evaluating government agencies’
repérts ‘who themselves may be culpable. And I have a feeling
that itis withi

. have this, and,if we have good counsel he cap separate out the
_nuts.from the others, and say I think you ought to talk to this
houldn t talk'to him . . ..

i

*. Finally, wmde rlprndqu from M(CIO_/, Ford, Boggs and Russell,

er Comniissioh passed a resolution. providing for introduction of a
bill in Congress that would. grant subpoena powers to_ the
presidentidl body. But the decision was made not fo ask for the power

Yo to grant nmnu'mty fo witnesses. .

, From the ftrst day, the Commission’ was worried about the Texas

' murt of mqmry ‘Warren described it as a “strange sort of

mshtuhon that in" the past.did not perform very admirably.

“hearings, takesevidence; but comes to no conclusions. “Obviously in
trresponslblc Mands” this procedure could be-abused, he added.

Warren ren’arked that Hg Texas authoritics Imdmgngrdnmong
their counsel “a grnllem‘m by fhe name of Jaworski” (Leon Jaworski
~who, 10 yédys later, "would become the Watergate Special
_ Prosecutor), whom he called a finb lawyer. But Warren commented
" that 1 persannl[y would be veryhappy if the state of Texas would
decide not to lxa7ti any such hearings until this Commission had an
opporfunity to survey thesituation and rake its appraisal, because if
* thiere sshould be some irresponsible witnesses come before that
" Commission (in Té.rns)lnnd give sensational testimony to the public,
ino fiiidifgs. that they are iuntrue or anyjthing, and we would have the
b, of. n”njmg the fublic fears that developed [rom that kind of
testimony and 1 think if. wux:};i be very bad indeed.”

Leaks of m[ornmhun attributed. to the FBI -concerning the
- bureau’s initial findings annayed the Comnitission that first day.
“The Commiission twas still- nwaiting the FBI's first full report, and
Sen. Russell asked atidly, “how mucl of their findings does the FBI
propos to reledse to the priss before we present the findings of this
. Commission.” \This was the.beginning of a sub'rosa, but intense
L and sistained f]ud betiveht the Commission and the FBI that was to

: "» Katzenbach rx['[mned that the Texas court normally holds public

A

crmclzed if we were s_lmply posed before the .

h the dignity of this Commission that we'should
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';‘Sn'ig‘n[ifimu!ly color the ensuing procecdings.
- internal frictions betwedn the attorney general’s office and the FBI
(the FBI's autoriomy withisi the 'Departinent of . Justice was a .

.|14t =

Underlining  the

traditional \problem facing attorneys general), Katzenbach told the

".Commission that although Hoéver secemed “utterly furious” about

the leaks, the re could be no question that mfornmhon cante from the
burean. |

& The balance of the Cnmmmmns first 51‘551011 was (levoted to
discussing the hiring of a general counsel—a number of nimes were
suggested (McCloy safid that even Thomas Dewey, the 5944 and
1948 Rt‘pubhmn presidential candidate, would be available)—but
“no decision was made. Allen Dulles remarked that “1 don’t think it

should be anybody from Texas. The Commissioners kept coming

Cback to ‘the problem of Imm”mg their - press relations—the.

Compmission lived iwconstant fear of leaks mrd press criticism—and,
at cone’ point, it was - suggested that the [FBI provide a press
spokesman. The idea was quickly dropped. . :

Ford asked the Chairman to clarify, lns plnnsfor the Commission

mrrlmgs later in December because' “we hiave a holiday season
rommg up, at least I liave, with some family plans.” McCloy asked, .

“Can 1 go to Brazil next week?” Warren suggested an afternoon
nieeting to I\z'rp searching for a general counsel, but McCloy could
not make it. “I have this lwicheon with the President, whatever if is.

" They made jt very clear'to me if was a (omnmnd performance,” he

. said.- The Cnmnuscmn adjourned wntil the next day.

5

The Commission eeting of December 6, 1963

Again, the Commission found itself bogging down in the problem of
the Texas Court of Ingfiiry. Katzenbach was negotiating with Tex-

“as Attorney General Carrwho had come to Washingtoy, but whom

Warren refused to sec for three days, having the Texan cool his heels
in his hotel Foom. Warren was holding out for a formal promisethat

- the Texans would hold no hearings until the Commission completed
‘ifs own investigation. There was unrrrtmnh/ whether the Warren

Commission could issue its report before the end {a'f Ruby’s trial,

~which the Chairman feared might last until May or June. Thr :

quandary wqs that, on the one hand, the report could prejudice a

'_frml in prdgress and, on the other, Hmt the .Commission could

- reagonably delay finishing its work only sq long.’
ket wondering what the EBl was doing mxd]ust how much the CIA -
ew aImut the assassination. The public ioas never told about the .

ke

‘.'-..— with the. CIA, which runs

he Commission

Ymmission’s doubts concerning the FBI anid the CIA. As for Allen
es, he'.emerged as an mformal spokesman for :the CIA,
peatedly offering his former agency’s services nndms:stmg Hhat the

* FBI transmit its material to the CI/} as éxpedltxously as posstblr
.Mr. Dulles! .

. We'would probably want to receive from the.
State [De ent, and. the FBI, at- some tithe appropriate,
their { in regard to,the effect of the sad inciderit,
abroad, tReattitude taken injvarious céuntrles Iwasin touch

. "Broadcasting Information Service, which means we intercept

on aworld-wide basis all the|radio messagés that are sent out,

which include, inthe case of the Soviet lllmon a great deal

:-that is published. They have collected|on their own, before I

P - spoké to them, quite a little| lon this,
"* this’ pamphlet.-
Confrdent:ﬁl dnd'some are For Official Use Only; there is very

thich is summarized in
Now, while some of those are marked
little that {s\confidential, reallly The only confidential thingis
that we pick these messages up and do intercept them
personally, but it is not advertised that this is a CIA operation.

.-I'have:copi \s of the:summary, which I can distribute to each

i
member

hat you[ may . call the Foreign.

If you don’t want to keep'them you can destroy -

* sion had not yet

‘view of the Commission .
time nnght be more lmrmfzﬂ Hmn helpful in our smrrh for lhr '
‘ truth ; :

“I think- that we hnw to 5how a. 5pmt of mapemtwn with thcsr =

. noh J'evml everything we have got or rmy!hmg :

"Warren told-the Commxssmners ‘We -
I've -
cooperated with the federal government in a thousand things ziJhenI :

| * The New Republic
them .. .. . =3 "‘
. : .

When McCloy asked Warren whether he had communicated
with the CLA, an exchange énsued that once again demonstrated
how "discrectly the Commission felt 11 had to act tnwanis the
mh ”rq: nee (mnmumh/ ~1

Chairman: No, 1 have not, for the simple. reason that | have

never been informed that the CIA hadiany knowledge about
this.-

" M. McCloy: 'l:hey_ havie.= ' ’ Pt

Chairman: T'm sure they have, .but I did not want to ;;ut the

CIA into this thing unless they put themselves in.

Mr. McCloy: Don’t we have to-ask them if we’re on notice

that they have?

Chmrnmn We have to do it with all of them

position . . . I think we have to ask them. We have to ask the
Secret Servrce We have to ask the FBL.

5:'11 1\11544'11 State Deparment may have somethmg

-Chairman: Yes, the State Department And I think we ought

to ask the White House difect if they have anything further

that they might like to have us consnder in connection w1th

this. |
Sen. RI(SSI 1l: .

such mformatmn as the Dallas police, Texas State police, have
or-should we get that From the FBI? .

Russell’s question went mmnswrn’d inasmuch as 'th(' Commis-.
e solved the Texas' rivalry problem. Quih’ bitterly,
Warren told the Commission that he had received “n faur-page,

~ single spaced letter” from Waggoner Car, mainly slmwmg ‘the

importance of their courtand tohat they're going to do,” but with “no
offer to do anything else other than have their Court of Inquzry

Warren then read.a Itlter he had sent Carr stafing that “it is the
+ that a public inquiry in Texas at this

peaple and still .
about our in mrmosl sz'[rels
don’t have to do:that to cooperate with these pedple . .

was in state government (Warren had served as governor ‘of
California) and we didn’t-tell everything . : .

‘anwhtle J. Lee Rankin,. the [ormer solmtor gem’ml
emerged ns ‘the leading candidate for the post of general counsel,

although no action on his appoinbment was takén at the Decentber 6

mretmg And, again, the FBI came in for criticism for'new leaks to
- the press. Boggs-and MfClo_/ agn'ed that it was “ovtrageous” and

Warren'remarked that it would be & grmt mistake for us either to

i frrl dnrselves, or to give the impression to the public, that we sought .

the nss:slmm’ of the FBI or the Dfpnrhnen.‘ of ]ushre nfpxckmg our
counsel.” .
i The Commlss:onrrs travels krm interfering with le group’s

- work, Boggs said he had to catch a plane. McCloy announced that
~““I'm going to leave on Sunday for London for a day. .

s aqueer
business but we know this happens. I have to go over. nml' nmkr a
speech in London and come back the same day, I¥'s crazy.” But

McCIay also had to-catch a. plane Hmt same afternoon.” | .

,3, B :
i R s
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foes
[ .
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‘ . Wehave not
‘done it with any of them yet because we have not beenin that

Wo‘uld it Be appropriate for us to seek to get -
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'Tl?_ : mission Meetmg of December 16, 1963- | come out in the press at one time or another, a bit here and a
S e L bit there : . Py
O)J;’;_i tdmber 9, the Commission n’mved a [:vr-vo[ume report . : v
fromi the EBILand the bureau again came -under-attack.” First, - Mr. D“”l'S Some"of the details of the annexes are not irs the
Allﬂr Ditllps Feparh d that my copy of the FBI report ot to me all} - press. = . . = Lo [
rlqlf put g ins surprised . . .1 got there in a big box and 1 ihought

SrstsII Tht tr ""-
"¢ it wasisome more of my [mnks I'shoved it aside and 1 didn’t have it s SR arstrue. -
1

um{,(r_' iy sécurity at all.” Then'this exchange developed over the” .~ Mr, Dulles: 1 wish we could I-’,Gt from the:FBI more readable .
{ IRIEERE . : - . ¢ . annexés. Therg are three, four, or five annexes there.and |

think. they ought toassume the responsxbxhty ofwritingthem - -
so0 we can read them. - - I

c

\E y\le have been . . . notified by the Secret Service -
>¥1] perhaps have their report-in before the end of the - .
"he[CIA said that it has’ no big report to makd but ithas . Rt’p Forde ). I've had a ferrible time trying to read'some of
; rh,umcatmns thatit wantsto present toudanditwill the notes of Oswald and'1 think that, as a conyenience to us, it
N Mr Rankm tells them we re ready fo it . would be very helpful if it was typewritten up so that it would
be very readable. [Thxs isa reference poswald sdiary and his
other wntmgs ] .

j»They have not seen the annexes to thé FBI report.’
t‘have those. Their report could only be of value, in* .
'1, unless.they have somethmg extraneous, after . Mr "Dulles: HIS handwntmg is very hard todecxpher Theydo
) | ’ ‘a<better job offecnphermg the handwntmg than we do.

Mr M(Chfy I thmk that you've. got to bearin mind that they
were ‘und r-pressure to ‘get this to us,and this only purports _
) Bea sut mary ‘The gJammar is bad and you can see they did

:Yes They have Oswald’s trip down toMexnco, for ‘ riot_polish it all u up. It bes leave you some loopholes in this

'th&m;,:l Lnow. Whese Ke Wert to the Cuban Embassy * E thing but I tlink you hlave o realnze they put. H’\IS thmg

" r¢; and possibly some other agency . . .;Ahd I'think together very fast: .
" we als ou shi to' makeaformalrecommendatnon oftheTexas Rep Boggs '{'heres ndthmg in there about Governor

; d us thelr reports - ? o ',i Connally ( . ' » g ‘ L
20 g6 raised H“’ qitestion of Mrs. M"””“ Oswald “"d 7 Sen: Cooprr] ‘And whether or._not they found any bullets in
r#oundmg her. “She’s a Russian citizen,” he'said..”She = him. ) [ ) e 1
oy : i e :

gh- off and leave.” This led to llxefollowing discussion: . - d

Ay Mr McClo his bu]let busmess leaves me conFused
_l l'sa,l was rather worried aboutathat She‘s been.in - (a T

# tou’

she{hr;'ht_ dst take off.and go to Mex:co ,

ithithe Soviet Embassy, that we know, andof course’ Chmrmmx “ s tOti!”)’ inc )nC]USlVe o R
I i " Sen. Russc” T}ley couldn tffmd where one bullet came out -
g e Chn)n T ”fhe only thxng that 1 heard was that the Secret that struck the Presiden énd yet they found a bullet in-the
o, Servnc| -",té )k her ‘into- protective custoay so that nothing . “stretcher, .71 ) "
wouldI happen ta.her. Now, what they have done.since that : : . . 2% 4 -
) timé ! ll;lt):; t’know They were afraid that $omething might ~ Q/Ir ‘MCtCon _l thmk you :ought to ’have .the FUN?PS_)'
hapﬁel £ ‘Bér, as happened.to her husband so they took her f OFUImEnD: o ‘ B & i
. [tosome nknown place, I think:.-. " | . bl n Chmrman By ll means-w eought t6 have the medical eports. L
RPD " Eoby 'tt‘would be another- bad ﬂavor I thlnk ) _ {“Weé ought to hve them a6 patt of this document here because ' :
TR ! 5 ;g they might playavery impoftant partinit, .I. Thadth feeling
_ Ch’””" | {°u re. exactly right. - : : _that, after studying this [FBI] report, unless we had the raw
i - Mr Mlc 5 ZThere’s another wbman'here that mtrlgues me - materials thit went int the'making of this report an hadan -
“and that: i Mrs. Ruth Paine. . { oy Lo opportunity“to examine|those raw materials and mpke our . o
L B 81105 ) ‘ . own-appraisal, that-any appraisal of.this report would|be little B
) Mr. D, ”5 ;rAnd her' husband, too [chhael R. I’ame].l - or nothing,and it, therefore, occurred to mé that we perhaps
u'nder%t d theres a‘report on that. i ! | : \_ : ',' ought to ‘have!- 3 resolutioh requesting -all agendies and
i The_;; nps were fnends of- Marina Oswald who staﬂd with depa:ttments iurn:h;lka;vm ct)i:lsal)sfuPonr:rtl:‘l::;etl;?::r:lsl »
it . them in.l r.;ttrzg’, Texas, in the weeks prcceedmg Pn’stden Kennedys ~given.to us are base pirep! raw-mater ‘
developments pertamm;.1 to this matter since the last/reports

S assassi batiprr: Lee- Oswald, visited Marina ‘aty \the Paines’s Hlt’ e b o ke | aisal of
. i : 2 at wa ‘ma n appraisa
= evening hefoté the assassination, spending’ thé' night there,’ were made. In:that way we can'mike our own apprais

The 13le rf’port voluminous as it.was, uHerljfmled to snhsfy the these rat reports andjwg can ft)rm What is going on from day_

Commtssror‘r {m a number of crthm[ pomts | R o d"y!m'thls Field : T T

| . Rep Bogqs mmmrnh’n' det" 'fn"nding that FBI reporf leaves a
nnlhon questioits.”” Dulles ngm'r'i vising to the CIA’s defense, said
. the agency conild not do much {‘on’ the Soviet end”—the Imfquound
_».of Oswali’s-three years in Russia—"until Hll'_/ receive thijseé papers '
§ couldnt agree with that more 1 have read it that have been submitted 1d s bythe FBL. .. Theyve beeworking
te-very carefully, and1 went. through it againat _for a long wluhl: 1 knoio. | It starteid wlu’n T was there.”|
gmarked and practlcally everythmg in there has - -~ This” was the first public- ndtnxcsmn that the CIA fad been

Chmrm i Nell gentlemen, to be very. Frank about; it; - have

|
read t] ai FB1 report two-or three times and I have riot seen - -
: " anythnré 1

;there yet that has not been in the press.

...,‘
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| .
following Ostwald’s case sivice his defection to the Soviet Union in
1959, immediately after his discharge from the Marine Corps.
Dulles, however, went on to say that as soon as the CIA obtains the
FBI's raw reports, including Oswald’s diaries, “they’ can start
tracking back and sec what is not told us by the Russians.” He said
that the Soviet government, which had been requested by the State
Department to provide information about Oswald’s stay in Russia,
has hot !Io[:f of “paying him iiionecy, quite substantial sums.”
" Warren *replied that the Commission ought to study State
" Department, Secret Service and Tmniigration Service feports “and
whatever the CIA lias.” He added that "'l think the CIA is right, it
can’t do much on'the Russian end until they get this raw material,
and they can do quite a good deal.” L
But, as._the: Commission was beginning to \ discover the
burcaucratic rivalry problems involving US'intelligence agencivs,
Warren suggested that “perhaps we oughtito have a thotough
“investigation . . . as to the relationship between the FBI and the
Secret Service and the CLA in connection, not only with this matter,
. but bi matters of this kind so that we can do something worthwhile
V'in the future. He also recommended that Oswald’s and Ruby% lives
be traced from their-birth
assassinated.” '

Sen. Russell, ever suspicious of the intelligence agencies, felt that .

~a staff member “with a mgst skeptical nature, sort of a devil's,
advocate,” would analyze "'FBI andCIA reports for “every
contradiction and every soft spot . . . Just as if we were prosecuting
them, or planning ta prosecitte them . . Maybe the other fellow
cogld do it, gothraugh here and take.these reports as if we were going
-2, to’prosecute ]. Edga¥ Hoover.” - P T

» . s M e !
~ Russell, unr_mmt/y prophetic, urged: |
e 1

. I think one study should be made just’from the stahdp(;int V

. of every one of these reports, if we are ever to reconcile all of
this contradictory rumor, -the' relationiship of the'Secret

- Service and the FBI and the police department there, and
" things of that nature.. . . I hope the Commiséion will agree to
get somehman who will look for. the weakness and: possible

contmdic'.t'i'ons, and ‘study it solely from that standpoint. .

" Unless'some man devoted his whole timé on it we could shove
over a question that could be raised five or six years from now

.~ that would make us look as if we’d 5eé_fn careless. -

Warren' was still dissatisfied with the knt?wlrdge the Commission

had ‘concerning the events prior to the Kt’n‘nedy' assassination. He
remarked, for example, that “there really isn't.anything to indicate

whether or vot the FBI notified the Secret Service about any of the -

activities of Oswald” before Kennedy's arridal in Dallas. And, once
more expressing the Commission’s concern' over its credibility, he
said that “} have read in one of the papers
ig(rnngr Commission, not.onc.of them has
- experience.” . ) , = -
Ford commented that the FBI|veport “w
_interesting to read, bat it did wot have th

depth that it oughtito

have,” '~ . . :

p “EEI’Il’M@(’h reading. the FBI repori, the C

i bo'be totedly confused about the events in Da lns as they related to the

" details of the actual assassi na'h'm}, where the bullets were-fired from
"t President Keniedy, what were the angles and trajectories of the

fatal shots. ) S 1 ] .

By now, ]. Lee Rankin‘was qlready serving as ‘general counsel

*and pnrfi(ipaling_]in the executivelsession. Hebecomes a focal point of
[ the ensuing conversation. N ' s i

1
' !

B, L . v, A, f -, A
‘Mr..McCloy: I think we ought to take alook at the grounds

|

. . which said this isa
had any investigative

ns n narrative that was -

mmission showed itself

The New Republic
¢

ard sqmeb.ody ought to doit and get the picture of this ahgle
to see if it is humanly possible for him to have been hit in the
front from'a shot fired from that window. Maybe itis . . ..

Mr.-Rankin: 1 think that it-would be most helpful, before
making a trip down there, to examine all the possibilities first
and point thése out so that you would have the various things
to look at that we could think of, and all that you could think
of, before anyone went down there rather than going down
and coming back with all of those questions. o

I Mr.:M[CIo_l/;.lt’s true that evidence slips away, but I think

~ when 'thc{ bullet struck.

you're right on this. Then there’s the question, should we not
interview Connally very quickly, and the widow that’s a very
sensitive thing. I don’t think you should cross-examine her,
but after all she was a witness right alongside of her husband

e .
© Mr. Rankin: What are you going to do ‘with-the President and
Mrs. Johnson? They were there, too . . . ..
. ‘Rep. Boggs: They were not in the same-car. | - N

“down to the time [Oswald] was s

Mr. McCloy: I'think somebody ongHt to be inter;}igwinr;; Mrs.

Kennedy pretty quickly. . .1 thinkit’sa very delicate thing to
do; but I'm told she’s quite prepared to talk about it. I've talked

. 'to one of the members of the family about it ... . And if you

H V ' - ¥
- Mr. Rankin: The Chief Justice and I finally came to the
conclusion, after looking at'this report, that we might have to

.

don’t do that I think’memory might play tricks. .

The FBl—and; infrmsx'ngfy, the bureau’s abiI‘i_!y or indl)ilily, to -

produce adequately—1was- the recurrent topic of this session. After
the first experience with the FBI, Warren conceded that he had been
too optimistic 11 days earlier in proposing that the Commission

confine itself to the “‘evaluation” of FBI reports. This.is how General =~

Counsel Rankin put it to the Commissioners:

come back to you and ask for some investigative help, too, to .

look at it and see that it just doesn’t seem like they’re looking
for; things that this Commission has to look forinorder foget
the answers that it wants and it's entitled to. We thought we
might reserve the question, but’ we thought we might need
some investigative staff. -~ . ’ :

] wy = :
Sen. Russell: Initially my thought was if anything came up that
welneeded some additional information on or wanted to get
something expanded to follow up some clue we would turn it
over to the FBland tell them to clearit'up.Idon’t think we will
need to have a large staff, but two or three people to check
against certain‘instances where we might need an independ-

N

: enit inquiry . = .

sy g ) ; : el e bt
M. Rankin: There may be some situations where we can tget

aniswers, and in those' we may.need some investigdtor to get
the answers, because’it might be a tender spot. 'am sure that

the falc't that tLhe Secret Service did not have that knowledge in
order-to do anything about it. N :

“examiné-special situations, because. we might not get all we_
- needed by just going back to ‘the FBI and-other agencies
becauséd the report has so many loopholes in it. Anybody can -

- the FBl is certainly tender about the knowledge they hadand

5 o : ; ot P _
The FBI's greatest vulnerability at that point was the fact that it -

lm)l: failed to inform the Secret Service ahead of time of Oswald’s

presence in Dallas. He had returned to the Dallas area fromMexico *
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1963. ‘;ubsuym nt te shmmn) wnnl:l t:hmv that the

=g

<

y

- mine if he'wantsto .. ...,
. : i

il
Cubnn amd Sovitt visas: it clabmed later it coen had
*khowing /nm ‘visiting the two embassies!.
- CIA was nnf{a”(mq to the FBi and the FBI was not
“Secret Service or, for that matter, lo the Dallaspolice.-
immission did notknow when it studied Hie Decenber 9
s that Oswoald had written a threatening letter to the

cents from additional interviews with his Russian-born

v. EBI wgents talked to Marina after Ostwald's return from -
i M(',i’ii_ ikt inexplicably, not to him. The ldst time the bureau had
I mll\ui i iq)swnln' was in. Angust, 1963, in. N(’w Orléans, at his .
i reqiiest) aft r being arrested for causing a. disturbdnee while
{ distribyding [Teaflets of the Fair Play for Cuba CD}“)‘H”’“‘ The

v Warr JEC Jnnn:smn in fact; never knew about Oswald’s Hireats

'jxf< had destroyed it, apparently without )I't'porhnq ter
- I retrospect, the FBI's mrrnlrmbh pt'rfnmmnrr was
: 5rm suspected ab-the time; now it ldoms very suspicious

'}or with a perplexing mui nn"rfurml pohhm[ and

qu story.
R4 sell agreed with Rnnkm Hm! .‘hr FBI wouln' not bl'
itaoere not” h'nn'z'r ahouHhxsfmlurﬂ And Rnnkm went

1 Smi g

: There is also the time that Oswald was in this °
he got out and nothing was done about it until he

b agehcies are rather tender about that situation .”. . So * -
we nﬂFhk ?’vave difficulty getting anythmg and. come up*
agajnkt a »bf nk wall until we get somebody who .we can rely

lble picture first. e . . o

;1o zrlookmq the route -of the Kl'nm'dj motorcade on*

}d there. - .
. Vmsswn weni back to the FBI CIA n’lahonshm Hns'
{ tn Dulles’s intiative! . { - ey

) }ausmess, the analysxs of thos? reports

ﬁj-lavenf the CIA any contact, w:th the FBl7 '
s‘

I don’t thmk they’ll do,it because thie FBI has no

s approval.

hey gotit butJohn McCone (CIA Dnrector) knpws

Hem and he has not seen the exhlblts that we riow
;iescnbe Oswald while he was in ussia.

fcopy of this report and let him see’ |t He can see
g

him in Mexico Hurmq the se otn ddys he spent there

‘But, -

“Mpr. Dulles: 1 can make mine available.l wouldn’t wari
. wnhout approval of this Commission.

“Sen. l\um'H Thave never, been able to understand
that every -agency. acts like "it’s the sole agency

todoit

hy it is
in the

{las field offic 10 days before the assassination to .

1V [T his was revealed only in 1975, when FBI Dirictor -
oHley admitted that Oswald had written such aletter and -

n/ cvent, as the Commission recognized, Hre FBI erreil .
i not informing the Secret Service aboit Oswald, a -

| over the community. I presume. that ‘all, of the -

w- can't fell what-is liable'to happen . .
. interest t[Hw_/ kht’w this Commission umuld not ninke a.report until
reference was -to the Tz’xas School Book Dz'poszlory :

upona § who will try to work around some of the people and’
1 ;
! from where Oswald fm'rl rhe slmfc Oswnld lmd'

It We can expedlte the ClA report l know,.
! ‘gan give them, or the FBI Canlpass to them these
out Oswald being in Russia. That is going to be a *~

] o _pass these reports to anydne else w1thout this .

oj Tiw CIA knows everythmg about it. I don’t =~

‘l see no reason why we should noti: give John -

government. There is very little interchange of information
betiveen the departments in the United States Government.
The entiré view is that they are aseparate, closed department,

‘and there is no interchange of information. The Agraculture )

Depnrtment may have something that is similar tn what
7 another agency has :md yet you canl mterchange that
mformahon L . !

Mr, Dulles: lwouldn ‘twant the FBIto pass this reporlamund

that's, done Lo e . g .
G | - . . !

s Chmrnmn If there .is' no obiection Mr. Dulles will -be

aurhorned to rpake'h:s FBI report available to Mr McCone.

| the Comnmission i few dm/c carlier recommending that the five-page
:'FBI report.be’ nmrh' public. In retrospect, it appears that the FBI
'ilwmmi e pu;hr to be apprised, within too weeks of the
| -assassination the“burean’s conclusion that Oswald had acted
[ alame o that there had not-been a conspiracy. The earlier press

‘leaks by the FBI seemed to fit the same pattern. But Russell proposed .

Hml flie Camhission -advisé Katzenbacl that it did not think it
» ailvisable-to rt’lmsr the FBI report. Rep. Ford said * ‘Right,” and the
group voh'd so to inform the Justice Department.
Warren al>u‘muhoned the Commission_that-"it miight be in
-somebody’s min fo delay”.Jack Ruby’s trial, recommending that the

- Comniissioners refrain _front discussing publicly when the final

- n';lorl_.wml[d be issued—before or after the trial. He did.not explain
< his“corfcern, except to say that “We're getting into an area where we
. 1t might be to somebody’s

Hu¢ trial.is over, and to’ fmd some way.to delay the Ruby trial.”
- -The Commission kept referring to-critical material’in the press.
J For example, Rep. Boggs rewiarked that an article entitled “Seeds of
i Doubt, Qm‘srlo 15 About the Assassination” in the December 21,
l 1963 isstie tof The!New Repubhc (issues- of nmqnznws are
! postidaied_byia iveek) “raises some interesting questions.’
-Commissidn dnhdt'd over whrlhrr to m!rrvww Mrs.-Kennedy.

Mr. MrCioy:;CPn_e thm I have some doubt about is whether
yoii're going to let such § long time elapse, between the date of
.the‘ assassination and. the middle of January, before you
_mtervnew the chief ‘witness, Mrs. Kennedy. I just think it's
) golné to- lookistrange if we don’t: I don’t know who has
..mterv:ewed her. Maybe some-people have; maybe they have

, but I thirnk we. ought to sahsfy ourselves that we .

mtervww her P

I\vp Baqqs Thave talked toa Fnend of mine who told me about
. 'rndmgto the scene of the tragedy,the hospital, and he told me
what transplred in the hospnta] room, and the extent.of the
wotinds, In'fact, the President,was undoubtedly dead before
he ever arrived at the hosplml None of this appears in these
reports. Nothlng but the autopsy

1

i Mr. ‘McCloy: We have to get that fast from the one that was

. closest to hlm within-a foot of him, when the bullet struck.

T ch Bnqqs’ And Gov Con,nally and Mr ]ohnson .md the

7.« T o BE T P,

i 'g-'\'[i,' ,:

every place. If you gl@e me authorlty 1 would be w1|lm;, tosee

lnlmchan, as Hu’ lrnnsrrxpf showc Katzenbach had written

" Then the -
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“be done most informally.

.- Rep. Boggs Well, this FBI report doesn t clear it.up.

Chmrnmﬁ It doesn’t do anythmg |

: Rep. Ford: No protection responsibility. |

© Sen. 'Coop'rr "I-think ‘what the

“Secret Service agent who jumped up on the back of the car.
: i i

Sen. Russell: 1don’t think we should start informal hearings at
this stage because I don’t know that we’ll have to have a
parade of witnesses. But if one member of the Commission

- would-'want to talk to them [ think Mr. Rankjn can find that

rather quickly through the FBI td see if they have any

statement from them. 1 doubt that they have. If they have not -

it's mkhor dchmtc ,

M. Dulles! lt.would be background information uf thc Secret
Service’s relations with the FBI.

Mr. McCloy:
Kennedy.

. Sen. Russell: Twouldn’t like for the whole Commission to do it.

If somo?ne wanted to interview her that s dlfferenr I don't
think she’s the prmcnpal thness i

Rep. Ford: That's what [ was gom;, to su;,gest Someone who

knows her best and has known her for a penod of time. Itcan
i ®

Chairman: lGentlemen I don’t think we know about this thlng

yet to question witnesses in the formal way. And when you're

going to_talk to someone like Mrs. Kennedy I think we ought
to know exactly what we want to find out from her, exactly

what we have to have from her. I just can’t see that we can -
iproceed “that way {\Nllh her because it doesn’t seem .an
. honorable way.

- M. McCloy: lthmkaimonkﬁ is going to go by before you're in.

that position, and I thmk that is dangerous e

Chairman: Do you think she 1l forget, Jack'7

‘L Mr M[CIDJ Yes. Your mind plays tricks thh you. She’s got

it I\/&ry definitely.in mind now, but I don’t have that at first
f’mnd She may not be the chief witness as to who did the job.

.Shes the chief ‘'witness as to how those bullets hit her
. This is loommg up as the -

husband. She saw both of them .
nost confusing thmg that we've got

Clmmmm 1. wonder'if the report' we gelt from the Secret

E]

Service wouldn’t pretty much clear that up. If it doesn’t, good

" : Lord, what can they report.to us-on thathnH help‘us. They
" were there, right at thecar, and know exactly what happened. -

~

" Rep. Boggs. It raises a 16t of new questions in my mind.

“-Mr. McCloy: The FBI was down there. |

Mr. Dulles: Yes, but during tHe investigation ! don’t think
they have any business-around the President. :

hief ]ushcé iL saying is this,
when these reports come in, if t*here areany raw reports from
the FBI, if they have affidavits from- people that testified
about; the circumstances about what, happened._ to . the

Presndent, also the security pcople, then, . as I understand it, if -

there are any gaps in that and you feel that you should, go and
talk to Mrs. Kennedy I : b ow, 00 ;

" St'n Russrll You can ‘get a person to say anythmg and he

1 don’t think we ought to question Mrs. .
i .

.1 The New chublic

wasn’t even there, and yet he'll believe that he saw it himself. 1
think someone should ask theé nltornekl general to ask her if
she would make a statement, and if our counsel feels that we
should take the statement then some member. of the
Cqmmxssmn who knows

assume that of four or five of you that is true, should take this

statement as informally as possible, and that is about how it

should be d(mc;if we should do it at all.

Mpr. Dulles:' 1 wonder if s‘1e wouldn’t write it out, and then if

we wanted to ask qucqtmns on‘that it would be E‘ﬂbl(‘r forher.
She could take Nm(' and_jus ite out everything she could
remember.

Rep. Bn\'\» My thought wouldb hntiyouor.Allenchockwith

Ted Sorensen dbout this.

Mr. Mc Clm/ My feeling would be to go to Bobby because he
held. her hand throughout the whole thing, and I think that

.would be better than [White Hquse aide} Sorensen

Mr. Rankin: 1 think we could gent by letting her tell her story

first and arrange to visit:her abéut particular questions that
might not be covered, if that is all nght with you.

During fhe meeting, Dulhcqm’shnm’d svm‘mlmms Hu' vnlm n[

reports pmvn{u{ by Hu Soviet gove rnpu'nl ,'. !

‘Mr. Dulles: The Sovxet reports are‘entirely mcomplete They

only relate to correspondence with the embassy. There must
be'a great many reports that they have, you know, from hi
diary andiso forth-and so on. Whether the State Departmen
wants to ask the Russians fot any other material regarding
him during his stay in Russia, it seems to me we ought to give

thein a chance to come forward on that. If they réfuse us, and,
“they probably will, then we publish thesediaries, and so on, it

will show that a gredt deal went on between the Soviet
Government and us; only known in Russia, not arouind here.

Oswall’s Imgfln/ diary had bm en found by the FBI shortly after

the assassination; but it had nof been made public at the time the
Wnrn i Coinmission was meeting in: January. Dulles's reference to
“a great deal”"that went on betweeni the Soviet government.and the

US is unclear. It is not likely that he was referring merely to -
t Wnshmqions request. to the Soviet Foreign MHHSH’J for:
Ira(quuund information - concerning Oswald’s . stay in Russia

between 1959 and 1962. Tt remains wiknown what, if any, other

) mm‘a its there had been br!wmn ‘the hwo governments mnrrnung

L |
s Thc’Commlssxon Meetmg of ]anuary Z] 1964

jail),! ttsfnn[nshr

) TV: Comnnssmn also fel! uneasy about its limited m[nrnm!mn'
about Jack Ruby’s background. Although the final report has a
Inoqmplnmlsz'r!mn on Ruby, it is-clear 11 years later that itis full

of gaps, pnrhmlurl y concerning his criminal record: Presciently,

_Rep. {Boggs said: “There is still little on Husfellaw Ruby, including -

his mnm’mvnis what he was doing, how he got.in there [the Dallns
." Or Boggs again, “One of the keys in this
case 15 Rubv s LT - - TR

[ !

|

Thw' was the Camnncsmn s first mm'lmq of the new y Jz’m" Hu' [:rsf

since, December 16. The Comtmission was now [MHJ staffed, and -

‘Warren, cagain optimistic, told his colleagues that “progress can be
expe ched rm:onnb[/ rapidly:” But this January weeting was also the

timeithe Commission was faced with the dilemma of whether to speed
up Hu' pubhmlmn of the report bcmusr of the mmpmqn year or hold
i 1

T
I8
B
&

rs. Kennedy better than 1do, and [’
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never, inifornied aboul this consideration at the time. Nor wkre they
_ told thgt Warrenlset a secret target date to compléte the investfation,

if po .:"'7 ; lufo: the Democratic and Republican Conventions.

A"di.-t wain, the FB] (mm’s in for sharp l‘rmnsm :

| :&t se(%med tome thatoneof theimportant thmgs in

. our mvhs,txgah n is to be able to trace every dollar that we can
in thie Em.q ssnon of Oswald andievery dollar that. he spent,
1s

W

don’t know where his money came from..There is

order to make our report complete, we ought to

on Aind every dollar that he spent, and we have tiken

p the Treasury and they have assigned twolof their
veshgntors to run that matter down 5 s

-

Tt . o

thmk ought to be checked thoroughly *

r;, ; He pa:d his taxes. : . . ,-}

t:'\nd he did pay back the loan that they gave him
Ru’ésm to come back to the United States..
ar
0 the United States with hlis wife in 1962.].

rmsz'd h fueshon of when the Conmnssmns rrparl could be
“complefeil’ |2
Chmrlrﬁ tentlemen it is rather early From the work that

when' v

early
quml

_thin %;11 Y because thmgs @an drﬂg on if ?lou don’t have a
ar;,ett . L .’ sl
M. 1\1'5 01 thmk that we could plan very: dehmtely on.

, closing

;,certaxd i

are, lar

Clt.y]ﬂ‘ 3

§bt

thahwsll t4)

i %uld close. this mattef out, but.1 think it is not too
s to 'start thmkmg aboht when we aﬂttcnpate

3" |
fthls phould go along tdo Farand get intd the mxddle
ni year thatit would be very bad for the country to' a

hing discussed at that particular time.”: . .

e, I don’t know:
; ught lfwe should pick a date, say the fxrst ofJune as
: L& to finish this thing up and have our réport ready

S

n}e, and 1 was: thinking about trying to .have

s consideraton by, well, by’ tihe middle &f May,
ay you had 3. report. T ... } .

tches in the Soviet Russia’ permd, and in Mexnco

ing.the outcome of Jack Ruby’s tripl. Anhrim[tc were

'es there i is, but a lot of blind spots.in th.1t tuo )

‘other hand, if we were ready today we couldn’t put
ut because of the Ruby sntuatl n, and how l‘ong. I

v‘done so.we could have a proposed report for the’

foreign.area is'a very difficult one: because there

any affluence or anything of that kind, but I -

’ gl There isa pretty good list already on page 35’ 0‘:,,-
the EBL L, x

. AN
C/mi}*fn_'\ ;
(Allen, th

L [ The.
aftment had loaned Oswald the necessary funds to; -

zissinq Oswn[d's ]inanrial sfhfus mdi hstrizin‘g/!o A [Il'n' »

. SLH Coo;ur You

1
. Mr.
-purpose That is prwately " -

v .

10

- -

-totun them out d1y by day.md hour by hour totry toaccount

for it.

‘If we hit somothlng that we have to go a long way to try to
get the rest of xt then. we dqn’t know what will be involved
there.

-

5(';1( Russell: Has Ruby’s case been set for trial yet?

) Mr Rankin: Well, tenmnvely, they have talked about the
IFcbruaryl 10th .

Sen. Russell: ‘Do you hnve any |de1 how lon;, iy il ke o
Feonclude that? 7

-

) M. l\nnkm They also said in‘the news accounttoday . . . to
try fora contmuance su I'don’t know what they are up to but

we all dgreed. that, the smartest thing they could do in
defending their client was to get him to trial quickly, but we

are’ n(vt trym;, tho case.

'qu I\nw Al That time, iy hnve pa’ssed now .

rlon t mtend 10 set a target date publicly?

Rankin: I was thmkmg for the Commission’s

S(H Coo;nr They cpuld have the Ruby trial postponed
: Mr

Rankin: N l thou;,ht we could just see what ynur -
thmklng was; and it seemed like it was wise to try to get out of
the way of the cqmvenhons if we could:

" Sen. Russell: lsee[no objection tota tentntlve date. I wouldn't
- want to be bpund too tightly by it because you never know

.where we-will he with respect to it

‘Rzp‘ Ford: That m{ay be pushihg it abit, but I thinkitis good to
hnveapush ! « Tz © E

ik .
e

- C/lmrmnn 1"3( mé’prei‘sure or us to get something done .

e already and from the materials we haye tosdy ~ - .

% we could work toward it, that it would be a good

p on _all of the areas except the forelgn area by a ™

idd trying for a date, possibly the flrst of]une, that

files. He ddde

" itmportance,”
iy zbhnf is lcscnt

. individual:Co
" for witnesses to appear before orie or two. Commissioners and staff,

i‘l\l}? Fnrd If

.. Chmrmnu -V
'll\lp anf }

- assignment, | think it would be good, but torhave it officially

thel Commission that it would take the mepthers 30
idd-digest | the raw material alveady accumulated in the
I that tfn[[ necessary information were available, the
staff could do* ‘Guite a job” ofpu.‘tmq it together in 45 days. Dnllvs
remarked - that about two-thirds ‘of .the material was of “no
ut the Cominission should rely on Hu'sin[[lo;ntl\ aut‘
ial fromi the niags of material —* ‘it isas high as this
room now.”. He said “we can browSA around if we have time.”

¢ With the (mmfuscmn mns[mttly» worried about ¢riticism, Ford -
-suggested, indffect, that there be no publicity given_to the identity of
nindgsioners intervicwing witnesses. The system was

: I\mxk_in toly
ilays to read o

rather than the fu/[ Camnucsmn in most instances, lo save Fime.

ther’e was an area of criticism, one mlght shnre
the blanre’ ‘anff others wouldn’ t; dnd whether we do a good job’
or not' is dcpcndent upon all of Us Putting our name on that

) dottcd Ime w,{h full and complete responsnhlhty

ytrue ! s

t were informal wnd not as'a part of a specific

known ‘that Hale or 1 were the person’ responsible for-a
partictlar part it 'might lead to some Criticism or perh.\ps to
dwecnemn or anythm;, else, and: [—

Chnmymn Or eve 1!0 hnmsemcnt by poople on the outblde h

i
|

sah,
|

l

b




" really did happen’

.

20

I

o Such was+the Comniissiopers” concern ove r possible criticism that

they decided to keep some m/nrnmlmn concerning inte rraqn!mm
secrel cven from. the staff.

Rep. Ford: You. are right. Somehow these things. might leak
and somebody could be criticized within the group. This
would be my only off-the-top- Of my- head thought on it.

Chairman: I think you are n;,ht and Isee noreason why, iFwe
* decided to do thnt .whatever we decided to do I see no reason *-
why it should ever get out of this roonl, even to our staff,
tlmre is no need of the staff knnwm;, that that is the situation.

o

© Rep. an{~ Yes .

Aunother question the Cmnmm[on found perplexing was that of
Kenneady'swomds. The Cnmnmszmu rs were faced with conflicting
information in ilifferent reports. This, of course, was amatker that
would be vepeatedly rmsul ]n/Hu' report’s critics in the years to conie.

"Mr. McCloy: Let's fmd out about these wounds, it is )ust as
confusing now as could be. It leff my mind muddy as to what
.'Why didn’t they turn the body over,
who turned the body over; who were the people up there, and
~why did the FBI report come out with something which isn’t
consistent with the autopsy when we finally see the autopsy?
» Then talk to the head of the FBI and not Mr. Hoover, but,
the fellow who headed this investigation, and go in, what did
_youido, what is all this talk about your having no liaison with
the Secret Servnce Ypu did have an interview or at least you.
- located thns man two or three weeks before the assassination?- -
- Didii’t you'pass this on to.the Secret Service, whydxdn tyouif
-you didn’t; and how about this business of the 0\'/erpass7 Did -
you have Secret Servme men on the overpass? It was
obvmuslv a place fo hhve somebody, because you can drop a
bomb right over it. Well, apparently it turns out they dldn t
have, for God’s sake why didn’t you? ;

R(’p Boggs:'1 notice, in the overpass it never even getsinto it.

Mr M(Chn/ How about the relationship, well, how about the-
Mrs. Kennedy lnvesn;,ahon7 We haven’ tdecldeld yet whodid
that. I

Sen.

|
Chmrnmn

Riussell: Hasn't that testxmony been taken yet?.

No, we. have- never ‘bothered Mrs Kennedy,

- ('Senator. " _ “ ! o

1 & 1
M. MrClm/ I think we have got to at some pom’t sit downand

talk.with her not- \A}lfh regard to the sworn tqshmony.
h :
Mr. Du”u You haven t talked toConnallyor Mrs Connally7

Mr. McCloy: Do we talk to-Mrs. Osald and 1 hat is this we
* see in the newspaper about Mrs. Osvald being examined by
the Commission?, . -

Mr. l\nnl\m We are planmn;, to examine her
o

Tlu' Conn‘nission'ls next concern was a visit fo D llas. T/u’ pnm‘l
- had beenin existence for over six weeks, but it had Ttot yet inspected |
the scene of the crime. The disciission on this pomfwns baffling. The
eight top-notch lawyers in the room—thé seven Commissioners and
the general counsel—could not decide whether they were in danger nf
“being subpoenaed by Texas authorities| This was one episode in
which the work of Hn' Cmnnussmn verged on the nlr:urd N

Mr. MﬁC]oy About v15|hng the scdne of the crime..1 thmk

The New Republic

) . .
- sooner.or fater one of us or all of us ought to go down there

- Mr Rankin! We have executive privilege. -

i

and visit it in spite of thc very gmphlc and interesting

i exhibits. ;

“Sei.

Sen. Russell: No, sir, I don’t think so. S

Mr. Rankin: We are being asked for all kinds of evidence by

Ruby’s defense counsel and I think-if we go down there, we -

might all be subpoenaed. 1y

Myr. McCloy: Shp a subpoena on us. | )
Mr. Rankin: Subpoena duces tecum and then what do we do.

Mr. Dulles: We have n
Commission, do we?’

Russell: 'We do have executive immunity, we are a
presidential Commission, which is the hl),h(‘St we can have.

immunity in-our capacity as a

Mr. Dulles: If we could get into subpoena wé would be in
great trnuble I don't think we could.

“Sen. Russell: 1don’t think we could. Idon’ t think we aresubject

to any subpoena. ¢ ) I

Sen. Cooper: You don’t think we are? . |

C/mmmm You dan think we are sub;ect to subpoenn7

Sen. I\um'll I don't believe ydu can subpoena this Commls-
sion to producq any paper Wwe have:

) Chairman: | don’t think we ou;.,ht to produce anythlng

'

Sen. Russell: We have execulive pnvnlege. If we don't have
executive privilege as appointees of the President, to do a

. specific performance; a specific job fbr him, I don’t know how

- you create executive privilege .

s talkm;, about an entirely different thing from whether or. .

- I'wouldn’t go down there
with the bands playing and the colors flying just now but that

- not you’ ‘re! sub)ect to the subpoena.

. queéstion and’you ought to have the same kind of ev:dence L

i

Rep, Boggs: 1 thmk if we go, the whole Commission has got to
go, I .think for one man to go down there would be unfair to

the one man and unfair to the other members of - the

Commlssmn as well.- P
Ifa determmahon is made to go there then I think the whole

Commnssnoh has got to go. . . : ) b

Mr. Rnnkm: I think it is very importarit if anybody goes you
all go, becaise you are going to be passing upon this whole .

before you'when you get there~ .. .. ) !,
‘ . 1.

Chairman: i I agree with you that they have no{rxf;ht to -
subpoena our records or get any of them. We could prevcnt

-that all nght But they could, serve a subpoena on us.

Sen. Russ: 11: That is correct. - .

Chmrmnn:j_They could embarraéé us tremendously”. .
discussed that very thoroughly about the testimony of, M¥s.

Oswald, and it was first thought we ohght to takée the

téstimony down there, but it occurred to me that there might

- bé a lot:of complications if we go down there, and we should

"“woman, thh her babxes and if she comes she has got to come

work it out with her attorneys to bring her up here and doiit in
quiet right in this room, right in this room with no fanfare or
anything else about it. I was wondering about this: |f that little

2 We
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and bring hpr{babnes with her, gées on a commercial airplane, room. He thew undertook to explain where the Commission stood in

she Willibe/subjected to flashbulbs and 4verythin;ﬁ, and’she ~ regard to the FBI. .
will b?:?;“, ;ér assed and maybe she will bé made hostile, and 1 - h :

Mr. Rankin: We would by now have al! kinds of requests to
. difect to the FBl'and'the'other agencies in detail of additional

atlif 'we were to ask the Arr'hed.Forcés if. they

; d l ;= : . : © ..+ material we need to fill out these various holes and we were
v lvlldon't think'that would be the slightest difficulty - getting down to this point where we got this additional
] ip here in one of these Jet Stars in a couple'of hours = - supplemental material and I didn’t want to go back to the FBI
trom downYthere . . . . ) © andsay to them, “Where is this matter about Mrs, Paine, for
= P !; f{ . . - i » e, . .
oA ortg Hiscussion ensued over Marina Oswald’s plans to sell her }?:;Th:‘t(:r}::L'ChSnd S;;d:h“ :!f"e'“. an a'ddmonall mqu’:y",\‘;ﬁd
story {oiLitemagazine. Warren said that her lawyer should let the =+ """ v said, well, thatis alkin your supplement. 'y
WAL F S sipp s e = Db orimier - dON’t you read what wé give you, and you would really be in a
Comni trb;?xnspvd the story before “this thing goes to the printer, bad spot if we.did that and it would make our rolath
amd I’rﬁ'},’l?]zﬂawycr had agreed to it. In fact, he said, Hie first.50 ~ P3C SP ST axe our relations
saees bbrb bhin translated from Hep Russian A dxfflcult and make it hard for us to get the other material if we
; pages e 8 trad ‘ o i - ndeded it later.. o ) )
P Sens Rl Her att is not cc ial-minded,'ishe? If " . ” . A e
i hlc wasﬁx 1 u‘;; ;a;r:syhl:'iz(;w?::t:;]c;:h‘:::;r; f”l-zt ;eat - Sen. Russell: That7is what you are for, Mr: Rankin, you are
the ClomMmiksion. Because the story-would sell three fimesas - suPposg,d to know what is in all those ‘thmgs and aveid our
m i belor the report is made a R o ~ ,being embarrgssed by asking such a thing . . . ) )
: B — tow‘ialt until'the & ori s m\d;: - Mr Rankin: -TH’eh, we can let you see the type ‘of additional
. e e e PRIE 1S mage, 5 jinqiiiries we are;making to'the FBI and the Secret Service and
*have examined it and have had an opportunity to”, i’ 0 Body-alss.. | That will giu RS
{imony' T N jeverybody-else. . T at will give you a really gos)d picture
SRR A . along with l’l’\e|4;yhopsis you have as to what we tKink/might
: He js still peddling this thing? ° . ~» * . ~ !be some further guidance in this further picture . . . ;
: . : i v ’ = - e Mmoo v . Py,
i Oh, yes .. ... oy . , i ’V The problem (1 fingerprints on Oswald’s gun and other objects
o ) : N <2 [ thenséame iip, am several members'suggested Hrat it would belwise to
= U 5 . . . el L ¥ X & . o ety . . -
Mr.t A i CE) .'St:]t. “;l;];lht d[e[VEIOPDmt? ?_ m.OVl‘i' l}t_ut .:hin. a,li(l}:n‘; have independent experts provide their findings in mMmmJ ‘to the
contact withithis fellow [Isaac Don] Levine to try to break-the 7 v . -

: ¢ .. FBI's report. L
' story |up’in ey ‘ |

’a little more graphic manner’and tié it into the -
Russiart bix

P :
iness, and it is with the thought and background. - Sen. Russell: lkh'ave a great confidence in the FBI. | n‘m not

| ofaRu onnection conspiracy concept . . . . .. .. making any statements in any sense to challenge their ability.
ok <, B b § 0 "1 have great canfidence in .them and I realize all over the
§ The issioners spent some time wondering about the .- 5 07 § y B 3 . h ol ¢
f}i}xrlia % country as a whole when they get down to the question o

firious lawyers representing or purporting o represent |

Y ballistics, for !example, when the!states have exhhusted
imily. DR i T

I;hr‘(i)s . ;- . : i I .. . " themselves they ask the FBI to make a Study of it. But it seems

‘But there are so many lawyers brought into it. . to me that the| FBI itself would be glad t(T have that done

She. [{\/a T éi] has lawyers in Texas and didnt employ  because ~t’her.e i§| going to be unquestionablylin the yeaL’s that

1 New York. - ’ o Fe T et -"... are.ahead, maybe .perha; s months, there will be sd many
% .

QPN 4 R L X - : -1 Questi aised, that it would be desirable to h doubl
Mr. Raskibi:Well, there is Mark Lane who .. .isin the agenda g;::;mns My e 1 e toiave 8 Hpuible

. W E ; made on,matters off that-kind that are capable of being
hére - representing Oswald, the de]cedent before the- | - . e o

e B g - .linvestigated by another competent gr

Com ion:and Mr. Thorne told me tha&hgcame toMarina /mv it vy_1 { ‘ e ‘;e . f; Q.‘{p i
- Oswaldjt 154, and ‘Mr. Thorne and asked: if hé couldn’t_ |Chairmpah: But e can'find these peoplé who are thoroughly ~.
l‘e’pr"esL'r“ He decedent on her behalf and she tur;nefi Him- !independent, too, of the FBL,. .- o Ph

down, |sh ‘t want t of him. e b, 8% v oiiow [0 2 5 A | B " I
gellt g (ﬁn WT" any paxf ot hio. £ . iy SemeRussell:1don't think that is a matter that we ought to go
st kthink she was wise fromwhat I hearabout Mr. | out-and discusg. We ought to perhaps not even refer to it

7 i b s e i, 4 along thejline, but Have it quietly in reserve . . ...

Mr.
. Lfane.
PR Lo - ) e : o -l
Mr. Ryrkih: “Then he went to Marguerite, the mothT'and " ‘Mr. Dulles:*About the visual aids . .. Do the FBI and the -
persuadtﬂd}) . But apparently she didn't, éee'k' him out. ... Secret Service and maybre the police of Texas agree on these
Gen. Rl 3 ' Lod ’ " - modeéls and so forth and the various visual aids you havegiven

He was down soliciting business . . . .-

e L d. us here, ‘or is this just th{‘e FBI7 )
Then thel Commissioners went back to their secret target date, - -~ - . ‘- o . N
“‘ i xsish'nlv.‘/!' j K not be known publicly, Warren, r'espa;gding; lo- Mr. Rmx.lcm: Ju"st'the_FBl and th_e Secret Service is different
“Ford's ‘iery hout their timetable:. said. that June 1 was the'¥  on the d'StanCFfj' “f‘d I h“."“?]r,e“d)" put that up to them and
. Yentativeifargel date.”” And McCloy addz:d:[”No[,‘-lo be given out. asked \tl?.em éb(?u.f' LT I N "
~ That iq fus dithin the confines of this room.".{_D iscuss ':"3! the: “This was a refm’nrr fo aulisagreement between the FBI nnd the
procedurey Werren said that counsel should examine the witnesses - " Secret . Service concerning | the distance between. Oswald and -
u .}f”" i 1ere as near I”"f’ judges as the situation will per- *President Kennedy’s car — and the speed of the car— at fh precise
it . . . * L . -~ moment the bulldts were fired.. | - ' :
“Rankin i foymed the Commission that the FBI had just provided SE s . .
o al recondtrctin of the crime scene with ‘photographs and actual " Rep. Boggs: What is really significant is whether the man lived
= models, |hgolndispent “a considerable sum of money” on*it. The  or died. If the cdr speeded up he probably would still Be alive
. exhibit viél hitig kept in the Commission’s biilding in-n locked . today . . .. i 3| B B 7
‘ e e : ol L
' 7 , il }: i i ) ; i .
Y ! A E > . 't | oot 7_
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The Commission’s relations with the press were a mntmumq

anxiety. Warren remarked, for example, that netwosmen “badgrr the

Hife out of M. I\nnl\m

"-Rep. Boggs: A.man who is in pubhc life, and who has to be
elected to office, he can afford to Kave press pets because he
knows pretty well'who is gmng to help him and ‘whois going-
to be cutting his throat. B 1t a Commission can’t do it, a
presidential Commission. They have got to,deal it out with
the same spdon to everyone ‘without regard to their relations
with them .

" Rep. Ford: Would it be wise to borroyv'somebody from the

burcau or the CIA who handles their busmess in this way?

‘Rep Boggs: . . . 1think it xmpormnt for the pubhc toknow'that
the Commxssnon is active and is doing things:. It doesn’t
necessarily mean they should know what we are -doing, but in
my judgment it would be a mistake if all of a sydden the
- Commission dnsappeared out of the news totally and
completely . .

If we have an uhderstanding today‘that, of
.course we are not seeking publicity but bearing in mind that
certmn questions will of necesmtv have to be answered .

Onr(' more, the Commission Iurm'd to thedelicate question of lmw

Mre Kennedy should be nppronrlud ) ) !

T Mr. MrC[n_/ CIf somebody from the Commission, and 1
“had you in mmd Mr. Chief Justice, would call:on her, at a
g certain time, but in order to-sort of- ease it for her could you
" just give him a little ahead of time what the general line of
questioning would be so she ¢ould be thinking about it a'little
bit:. .1 wouldlrke to speak off the record a mmute in regard
ito thxs matter. - i

i “The: dxsrussmn was off the record. Af this pomi the official »
rvporh'r 5Fo;7pm' mkmg notes. .

Sl Rep. Baqgs .In the case of the widow of the Iate Presxdent

~ and-in the case of the President and Chis”

wife, that the.

.J - Commission authorize its Chalrman

. to take whatever !

| steps he deems advisable: to get whatever teshmony may be
l pertment from those people e i 4
, :

- Ten pages o[ tmnsmp[ of Hu' ]nnunr_/ 27 mreimq /mvc béen
removed at this point and rlnssxfled unlhaut explmmfwn bj the
Natiorial Archives. ’
The grisly sub;e(‘! of Lee Oswalds remiins was next on the
£y " Commission’s agenda. Th(’fnml report did noislxow that this matter '
was cven dlsruccmi : . . i o

A |

R Chmrnmn . Now ' that the dituation is that this ‘maniis -
buried in a cemetery and it takps of icers around the clock|to

© . watch him, watch and see that hey ont comeinand exhume

s *him and do something that would fy rtherinj ‘re the country,

" and so it "has been suggested that. \to sav .expense . tHey

exhume him andcrematehxm Butt emotherhasmadeso e

studymg the Catholic rehglon, iand while she hasn’t yet
accepted it, she does go’ tq two Cathollc churches, and the
Catholic ‘church; Lthink we all know, is opposed on religious
grounds to cremation, and 1 thlnk if we gave any consent to
}ny]one cremahng this man, lwé woluld be in trouble .The~

By public statements about ‘that and said ﬁhe doesn’t care how
gt much it ‘costs or what it is, she )ust won’t ‘consent to is
. cremation. L

} .+ 1 His wife, since she has come’over to this'country; has been
W

: . . : ; The New Rvpublu

queshon might arise before this thing as to something on that
body now. Idon’t know what it is. It might be the course of the

bullet. It might be something else. But I don’t think we would - -

want that dxsposed of until'our report has- been‘ made .

i
51 1. Russell: Because then they would make'a case on it./1
thought we might do this. | thought we mrght get some
mausoleum to take this body, and seal it up and put it in the
mausoleum, unknown to anybody else, if they qah do that,
and no one would know where it wa's, the wife would consent
toit, I think, and the: mother hasn’t got anythmg to say about
itanyway if the wife' consen}s toit,and Iwould have that done

¢

rather than to dig up or crefnate thatbody We miight getinto -

a ;,rcat reh).,mns controversy 5
N

Rep. Boggs: T'am a little concerhed about maving him. You

remember when;, it is funny how history repeats itself, butall. .

-the controverSy ‘about the body ultimately of Lm?oln

Sen. Russell: 1 believerit is better to have somebody paymg for
watching that grave a little while longer. " i

e
Mr. McCloy: 1don’ tthinkwe ought to have on the record that

.weare moving in this thing. We are not saying anything about

it.

~ Sen. Russell: If the wife is not willing to have him
quesnon of watchmg, to prevent'some body sn
removing him.,” . S

Rep: Boggs: 1f'you move that body, I don't care
that body 20 foot over to somewhere élse someh
to say that is not the body and you are going to
somebody go down there and pull it out of that
and have X-rays made and prove it is his body. ]
little money to have acopor two around there by
it o, d A o

i
Sm. COO}H’)’.“.,. . the lot is owned by his mother,
and he doesn’t know whether she would wint
there trying to strengthen the vault. Of course
. do anything about it, unless his wife agreed toit j
“butitis bemg protected by the city pohce and the
how lony,, xt is gomg to be protected

tcher from

ody is going
have to haye
mausoleum
t may cost a
tit is worth
e .

i

he wouldn't

don’tknow

The: Commzcswn spent some time dlsrussmg wlu'.‘

“ placed in the National Archives,

Chmrmmt It may be ‘that there are some of tthe thmgs that
t and would -

we would like to use as.an exhibit for our repor
like to put-xn the Archives over here.

Sen. Russz'll That is exactly what T hdd il mmd

I thmk the

more of. these things that are kept in the public domain the

better off w are .
. they arei there is the evndence you can'see them,

. If thiey are in the public domain, there

for example,

f you move

1
Marguerite,.’
anybody in ;

) her. Oswnld s
" personal vffrr!s should be returned to his, mo!her at qnn‘ Inh'r or-

denymg’thns is the same gun, if you have that gun, the gyn is

.in the public domain where any Amerrcan citizen ¢an see it

why that answers ltself
\ :
Chmrmml I'would never glve them the gun.

Rep. Boqqa I would never thmk of Lrvmg ittot

hem

moveditisa

eing moved, -

Chmrn iz T will tell you what they! mu,ht have in view. How

many irhcles are there, Lee?

Mr Rnnkm Four hundred

k:
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