B\ (leov'c Lardnex h
- \V\\hln ton Post ‘=Lnu \\‘ i

thn the. Housc SCICCI. (ommmxn,
on f\ssassmatmns was lianded- its pro-"

"'??ouse C@le ma; Assassmaiwns

Sa lunt 01 \vhmc I lv\\ (lnlldxs )hl"hl he.

sav cd:. . .
No onc nccd coax. bma“ue Jm any
more:hints. 1lis buduct is froing to he -

The committee's sponsers will a\k
the House Rules -Committee today to
clear for floor action later this week .a
hroadly woided resolution re-creating -

- posed $6.5 milion budget.last month, - cut, wxllv -nilly; perhaps by more thaim . (he commitice. Rep. Ienry B. Gonza-
.it ‘Was -done with a hro[essxonal laiy~- - 50.per: cent. The more” inimediate - oz (D-Tex.). the -chairman-designate,
- suggesting 1h%1t ‘every peimny’s worth ‘question is. whether the committec's said yesterday that he simply hopes 1o
had . been - paii staki studled and" ) see the resolution surviv ¢ without anyv

. _Justlhcd : : umplm s amendments.

) “In Iact adnt oven” hct\“ .1ddd(l . ) e Do : “Some 105111cl|ox1s in the name: nr
“up-until a cm) anda ‘half before it was™  ambitious inquiry’into. the deaths of duce process seem Jikely. There s also
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‘9 for theirr dl)pl()\c’lI . tint Luther }\mL, Jrowill be allowed Lo ing the N.”mm“u.'f to examine fhe

<o UAny cutPEing my copinion. would  proceed-at all: . - existing evidence first.

- makethe tagkiimpossible,” chief coun- The change in. the mood of (he Its investigators have been sent to

sel Richard Ay Sprague intoned.al the'  House'since it. authorized the invest: - eXico Cily: It has talked of leads in
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. The- report was highly critical of .-
Sprague’s ““total dominance over all-
.-activities of the district attorney’s of-
. fice,” said the’ administration of. the
office was best described as ‘chaos,” -
_and-attacked.its “primitive. approach
‘to. budgeting practices"™ and its weak
“financial controls, : :
At -another 'pomt the study said -
~that the office’s investigative work oc-
" casionally constituted “a sear¢h for
targets of opportunity, rather than ac-

“Described by Spragué as. an.expi- -
 tion: undertaken. pursuant to a strate- 2

_ n. ‘investigation,” Welsbergr,
S I - been engaged in .pro- .
tsélf. It’s been ‘engaged-in try-

suld:* have- been - counberproductwe P

Sprague proposed:a staff of 170.pet-

“ sons: Weisberg maintains. that “youwean-
not “have efféctive commumcatlon w1th' ]

staEf ‘that . large », )

o At this pomt the commxttee which

-:bmlt up_a staff, of 73:before it had to-

‘ stop hnmg, has"no offlclal existence.

- The Rules Committee is -scheduled- to

~consider -the assassination panel’s re-
-establishiment today, with floor actmn
“expected later in the week.

: - ‘The prevailing ‘wisdom, ‘which couid.”

" shift abruptly, seems to be thatitistoo -

'-'late for ‘the House to try to put the.
cap back on the bottle of conspiratorial
_-rumors and theories dbout thetwo as-
. sdssinations which were promiséd ¢on-
- gressional ‘scrutiny last-September. To
“"squelch the inquiry now, even for the
. best of motives, might seem a blatant
-¢over-up.
“I'm-sure the. Hill is loaded with
‘people who have all kinds of ‘doubts
"(about-the investigation),” .said Rep.
Don 'anards (D-Calif.);- chairman of
" the House Subcommittee on Constxtu—_
‘tional Rights. :

Edwards, whose subcommlttee took
“‘sworn testimony in 1975 on the FBI's
" destruction of ‘evidence in: {the Ken--
“.nedy case, was one of the first to ex-

press concern about the current inves-
tigation'in light of Sprague’s plans to
-buy hidden radio transmitters; poly-
. graphs, pscychological stress evalua-
‘tors and other gadgets.

. But despite the spreading skepti-
‘cism, Edward said, “1 think itll 20
“through in some modified form.” )

The. «center of contention is

. 'Spragué: his méthods, his judgment,

‘his témperament. An ubseltling cata-
‘Togue. -of many of the prohlems

-invelved can be found in a 2%-year-

“old y¥eport to the Citizens Crime Com-
mission of Philadelphia, where Spra-
aue, a career proscecutor, had been
first  assistant district attorney for
eizht years.

The 60-paze study, conducted for a
newly elected, incoming DA by con-
sultant Charles H. Rogovin under a
Law Enforcement Assistance Adminis-
tration grani{. complimented Sprague
for being “without doubt one of the
most skilled prosecutors in the coun-
try,” but was less enthusiastic about
other qualities.

_ommttee hasn’t been con-‘

]ustlfy an appropnatlo “Which™ .
not’only -unjustified but,if. granted,

gic plan.” -

Echoes - of those same complaints

keep. coming up on Capitol - Hill,

where Sprague insisted upon; and was .

granted, “complete ‘authority” over
hiring .and firing of personnel on the

" assassinations committee:- . )
He quickly asserted himself in an
opening blitz of public statements; tel-

evxsmn and newspaper 1nterv1ews and

role of: chalrman of the . commxttee Hy

--Meanwhile, the committee, with

Sprague doublmg as chief: counsel and
! staff director, spent: itself: into trouble,

Tt got $150 000—for a prOJected staff
- of 28 persons~shortly after it was cre" -
ated iri‘September. . But it wound nup:

the year. with a..staff of. 73.”

“"Nobe is.being . paid at’ presen/c Nor: -
is any. of the -committee’s creditors..
. The: commlttee must bhe re-established -

first:,But ‘even then, under.the rulés:

~of 'the House," it:will be. limited, @ntil: -

1t gets a new budget to spending’ no
more than it spent in Decémber.,

Commlttee off1c1als ¢ say that

_amounts to $84: 000. According to a

‘compilation Jan. 10 by the:clerk of the E
House, the total .is really ‘only:$67,797.

‘Neither amount is efiough to- meet the

. committee’s - full month ‘payroll of" .

-8115,000; -let’ alone  any . -other: bills.

- Committee’ ‘staffers -are planning to

‘take a violuntary pay cut until- the cn—
sis-is' resolved, -

The " proposed' $6.5 mluion bud"et
“which is certain to be slashed poses :

“other questions.

clse m sheer £r ugahty -a:“hare-| bon

ics such as, Reép; Robert E.
Bauman (R-Md.,) charged angnly that'v- :
Sprague had “virtually ‘assumed ther .

: r m1n1mdl” figure,
1s;: amang ‘other things, for f_
$1 248 000 in domestm travels hyits at- -
“torneys and mvestu,ators ‘alone” and
' $42,900 for: bungm" W1tnesses to
Washmgton
Put another-way; that suggests a to- )
" tal Df24 ‘trips to, outlying precipets :by
..Heuse sleuths for every withess.".
“brou ght ‘back to the nation’s capital . to -
: enhahten the electorate at pubhc
hearmgs :
.The, budget algo includes 5180 OOD
for overseas. travel, but heforc travel--

* ing abroad, Wexsberg and others (such
* as former Warréen . Commission lawyer

David: _Belin):eontend, “You’ve got tq
éstablish, the basic facls of each homi-

- cide - first. They haven’t done it yet.-

‘They don't" know what they re’ mvesu- .

. gatm" yet.”

Chalrmande;xanate Gonza1e7 pro-'

.fesses’ now to be fuily aware that the -
. budget he and ihe rest-of its’ Tembers.’
endorsed just last. month-is umbahs—
_“tic.:He says§ he i 15 fully prepared, once
- the committee is re:establishéd. to’ cuf .

- the spending ‘propusal back.to 1he 1r-
. reductible minimum.”

Adaptable 'to -the chan"mg mood

; Gonzalez even scoffsat the-$1.8 mil-

lion in proposed overall travel expen‘
‘ses.

i T 1m_oncenable to me -that I -
- would go.to anybody and say 1 need

$1.8 million for fulure travel without:
saying where I'm -going,” Gonzalez,
says now. .

But the real qucctmn he mdmtams
is ‘the basic re-establishment of the
commiittee, the issue expécted to come
before the, House this week. On that
:score; there is suddenly a w1despread
ambivalence.

‘Rep. Richard Bollmg (D-2Mo. )reﬂects
the uncertainty as well as anyone. A
key member of the House Rules Com- -
mittee, Bolling was' responsihle for

- squelching the inquiry when' it first

came up for a hraring last spring. ‘He
opposed it in.the name of lhe Ken-

_nedy family.

‘But then he Awas "con\Erted" last

‘summer on the basis of information

about the King assassination pres
entedto him by Del. Walter E. Faun-
troy (D-D.C.) and ‘the Congressxonal
Black Caucus:

’\!ow Bolling says candidly, he

-'doesn‘l. know what to think.

At this point, he said late last week,
“I don't know what's. going to happen
in the Rules Committee ‘Tuesday ‘and
I.don't know what I'm going to do. I
haven't had a chance lo read enough
to be sure of some things that may
scem obvious to others.”




