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The Real Dédémns

— \\By TOM WICKER Y : : :
G ] questioner at Henry Kissinger’s INTHE NATION

' news conference recalled that, for. ten =

; ears and -through three Administra- -

ik rﬂ-_._gons’ mining- thge North“Vxetnamese*and assured the- succes;of Vxetnamlza-
#~--—-—harbors had _beenconsidered to pose ton. ...

. an unacceptable risk of confrontation . - In fact, Richard Nixon’s Vietnamiza-

L7 with: the Soviet Union. “Can you tell tion‘is as grandiose 4 failure as _Lyn-_._

us-what. has changed ‘to make that ~don Johnson’s- land/war, and . this
tables’ ked. ] failure is what has changed the Presi-~
rxsk HoW Acchialle” el - ‘dent’s “mind- -about=mining - the_North.~

premee - I DL Kissinger could. ‘have; he didn’t. g :
- L He''said -orly. that President Nixon's Vletnamese harbors: That action could. -

forces now -operating .in the. South; it.

“lightly arrived at” ‘and that “the”

notﬁi’égg’;gf:ﬂ thatfthemks -were: *© "arms aid to North’Vietnam; and its.

_sensational - “nature diverts - attention”
But ‘something indeed has changed

'Moré or less concealed ixon’s It also puts Moscow,’ for the 'second

e T

: fronLthe real ; situation i

me futur effect.on H .
_decismn to_mine-the harbors was not - have._some future. effect. o o

e South, :-_|.

__retaliates agamsﬁihejomets.fon their .|

y .

... threatening bluster, Dr Kissinger’s—time—imra; decade, in the position of
b‘__,_plamtlve._laments, -and % all--the- opti- --’hamﬁcnxo_faceqxp—to an ~American

‘mistic headlines about a. “new strat- ultimatum. .
PR ‘egy” andthe President’s; “Hopes” is ‘acquiesce in an American ‘order not to
s _the fact that the Nixon policy in South
oA Vletnam has. been ‘exposed as a rms-
"-iera'ble failure. " -

Nixon has_been “humiliated”” by - the

- Can.--the...Soviets.. really_

- enter Haiphong harbor ¢ or on pain of hav-
ing"their ships- blown-up?-Even—if-Mr-—{

~Soviet - supportt:d .North .. Vietnamese .
. milifary. anrpu,_.ls_xt_senmble to-try--

T A1L€l' mree years_ or death and dev- -
: astatmn in ‘Indochina afterhugp diver-.. 16Ces
RN - siopsg-of - funds and energy from this ~ to push Moscow. into - the éven more
_country’s_real needs,-and-after- ‘nearly—-pointed~humiliation—of ~being "~ barred
;————irrecoverable- political"damage-among——fromrits-ally’s-harbors? Does Mrc. Nixon—
.f it& peopIe, the North Vietnamese have - really expect the Soviets not. only to
a greate# mlhtary advantage than ever " accept this’ _humiliation ‘but “then to
“before, the Saigon” Government . is. " .persuade or coerge Hanm mto a settle-
g weaker the ‘pedce. negotiations ‘are ‘at. ient he canaccept? - -
* an‘Impasse;-the-:P.0.W.’s. are still im-

T —has been-resumed; and the Presuient— ’ Npton in- his turd wrﬁe put in’ the
by imperial fiat—has placed the nation -
- in hazard of-the gravest confrontation = raise thefstakes Mmmg the harbors;.

- With the Soviets sificé. the:Cliban mis- - in .short,” offers -as. much ‘risk ‘and. as

srle cnsxs of 1962 Even concedmg that~w-11ttle—hope—as *it ever- dxd it-is not-a~

‘Jx_mpahcymor__a_ strategy_ so’ much asca

OImE S
thui 13 faxlure .on’ *;a grand scale

LIt is fallure moreover on:at. Ieast
three:levels. Mr. Nixon-&nd his advisers -
consistently overrated -the fighting

s capaclty and motivation of South Viet:-
“namgese forces, particularly tHéir lead- .
- -ers. ‘Just as consistently and disass
trously, they underestimated the ability iy Y s
 6f the North Vietnamese to .sustain ‘Saigon-Government-ard-its army and
;—~—~a.n offenswe—of‘thtr_kmm now—-gomg,_
' forward :
~‘Finally, Mr Nxxon not only mis- -
-—AA~~judged—the—abﬂxty—or"‘the will of the
: SoViet -Union to push. Hanoi into g
compromise settlement, but-in Dr. Kis- ‘The real question, which Dr. KlS--
.. - _ singer’s-words; Washmgton “also per-- smger did not ask, is what makes. Mr.
: . haps: uriderestithated the massive . in-—-Nixon-think “he ‘ean- gain- w1thdrawal
3 - flux:of offénsive weapons, -particularly-—with ~honor;” ~while" mal_tammg an
'—--,,,:,_r-e__,ftom ‘the: Soviet Union . : . that " American - supported, non - Communist
- -+ changed the mlhtary :balance.” Thxs [Government . in Saigon, .when "he has

‘will ‘redeem all other failures.:

~quiry why - the " North - Vietnamese -
should not. accept the’ President’s.‘lat- .
- est cease-flre and withdrawal proposal .

is— scarcely‘Hanoi’s“axm- and-it™ would
point -§traight to a new and only
wslightly improved. versxon of. the Indo- _
chinese partition against which Hanoi
has fought- so long and.so hard. . -

.. On the other -hand, if the Sovtets.:,
pris()ned,_thevbomb’mg_ofwthe North - —reply Wwith thei_r;.own ultimatum,” Mf,

~one “more search- for a quxck fl.X that :

As for Dr. Kissinger’s despairing in--

* the answer i$-that. it ‘would leave the .

i adm1n1:trauvemachxnery_mtact, wh1ch_

. after: all. the .braggadocio as to how

not.been able to win thé war on the

—ihe. Lambodlan invasiond of 1970 and
“the.Laotian incursion of 1971 had dis- -

g rupted North Vxetnamese supply Imes

battlefield? There, desplte all the Presi- .
dent’s pretensions; is where -the - real*
) dec1srons have been’ made. . -

“

- position “ of . havmg to’acquiesce’ or:’;'_




