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North“ Vlet War Weary"

By Rowlnnd Evanl gnd Robert Novnk

WASHINGTON-—An astonishingty touuh
warning by North Vietnam's internal secu-
rity boss against a ‘“‘counterrevolutionary’
wave that may even now be affecting parts
of North Vietnam has ralsed the specter of
internal crisis resulting from Hanol's mas-
sive offensive against the South.

Just how much the tough call for “re-
pression’ of all anti-war forces in North
Vietnam is based on events actually occur-
ring, and how much is designed to put par-
ty cadres on notice to beware is, admitted-
ly, somewhat speculative.

BUT THE LONG and extremely specific
lecture by Tran Quoc loan, North Viet-
nam’s Minister of Public Security and an
alternate member of the controlling polit-
buro, published in the March issue of Hoc
Tap, the party’s theoretical journal, hints
strongly at the existence of grave home-
front problems.

Conslder, for example, these words:

*“The counterrevolutionary clique In our
country has carried out investigations and
intelligence collection in the military, politi-
cal and economlc fields in order to study
and evaluate our strength. It has carried
out material and spiritual destruction'with
a view to causing difficulties and obstacles
to the revolution and has established secret
bases in order to carry out destructive
schemes, psywar (psychological warfare),
riots and murders of our cadres (trained
party workers) to . .. annihilate the social-
ist regime through violence or ‘peaceful ev-
olution.”” .

. In“the past, the Communlst government

of North Vietnam has periodically been
forced into draconic measures to put-down

revolt, particularly among tho 00, MCIU\

olics, the Montagnards (mountain trlbol)
and former small landowners dllpolunod
by the revolution. >

The nwieplng directives to party cadres’ >~
In Tran Quoc Hoan's draconic call to armav'i»
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seem sprely the result ot war weariness- “t

coupled with fears that the main force inva-'

sion of South Vietnam would trigger the” ..+

strongest wave of anti-war fever yet experl-:
enced. Lt

Thus, the Interlor minister's definition of
“counterrevolutionary’’ — the first time
such a definition has ever heen published’

by Hanpi —includes ‘‘any person or organi- :
zation . who opposes the struggle for .
peace Rnd national unification” or the

building® of a Communist state.

What the publication of that definition of:
*“counterrevolutionary” hints is that Hanol. - »
Is deeply concerned by the growth of North, -
Vietnamese ‘‘doves.’” Moreover, the interi-- .«
or minister Implicitly and sharply rebukes.
party cadres for being too lenient with -
home-front dissenters. '

There is also the clear implication that’
Hanol is worried not only about counter-
revolutionary agitation among individuals
but among *‘organizations"” — almost cer-
tainly including the Catholic church.

THE LAST, KNOWN REVOLT of any .
serious proportions occurred in 1958 in
Nghean province in central North Vietnam,
a center of Catholicism, Recalling the suc-.
cessful anti-colonial war against the - -
French, Tran Quoc Hoan notes that ‘‘the: . -
imperialists introduced many religlons’into
our country to use the reactionary {ohowen :
of these religions.” -
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