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ord o( 522 wl!neueu' testlmony (94
of {these witrieases testifled before the
Commlsaion), which filled 26 Yolumes -
‘when published and read re ringly
llke a trlaJ .transeript. Ba.aing thelr--
ik {7... ., . ! 'findings on this evidence, th¢ Com- -
The - Report on _the Wal- .mission issued its' 816 - - page |report,
Hnro(d V/chbug. Wus- - ‘which domunmted in impressive detall
, Md.: Harold i /the story of Lee! Harvey duwnld'&
. Jerime. | 1 z-. ; .
.- The report was ‘an lmmedlate pop-
ular success. | It was persuasive, its.
.conclusion t.ha!. .Oswald. acted_alone
ntilled the conspin.cy rumorx,l and_ it
ca.me out before the November, 1964
P'res!dential election. . ¥
. Because. the' Warren Commlsaion
tever:bel;:xor“%ﬁ ‘had been. a body apart in L:Lmer-
* upon - the donut/And.| dcan legal history,
iinspired praise for. the commission
idea itself as a means of determining
the ‘truth in .unusuval circumstances.
W"""“TR"”: mof‘"z"gonit ‘Arthur L. Goodhart,. the noted au-
i nature ‘and  the thorlty on British and American law,
E:‘fl.;ea to the conclu- -'compared it favorably with the Brit- .-
S ' M !"'Ish Royal . Commission system ' and
L --.suggested that “a. new and more
KM had  been satisfactory system ,of investigation
‘r‘“' it would havebeen ). peon 2oung than ever existed in .
all. in the’ medical profes-: ;the past” The Ameérican Bar Asso-
slon to clear up any mystery about s . siapion  Journal carried—am-Article
nature.’ Since| hé died by assassina- _ pointing out that the Coimission was!
tion, which is|a ‘crime, 1aWyers Were ' aple to get' far more Information on.
I ca]mdupo:xtoarﬂveattheb'utho( _Oswald than a trial would have pro-
‘thocuo. Y A ; ducedbecausecourtrulawouldhave'
"I’ But the. panulel is not exact. Doc-" precluded Marina Oswald from testi- .
ton ,are traingd to dlsoover medical - fylng a.gainst her husband. Some ob- !
" truth, while lawyers ‘are trained in. “servers were. 'S0 impressed with this
expoundlngal t-of view. (The best ' that: they : suggested subsutuﬂng a
- ones can belieye paxsionately in every " ‘Warren; Commission type of proce-.
| client’s ‘case, including ithe cases of . dure for trials in certain cases. = -
-+ " great rascals) Thelr. fruth'-finding' . " In fact, Maring Oswald’s testimony .
“p. genlug is not /individual] it is institu~ was one of the most troubling aspects
E - tional — the: m:lv'emry system — zmdT of ' the ! COmm.lsslm's investigation.
- the record ‘of | Congressional” investi- * She was' ‘questioned at length several -
: gating. committees - has  long . Since  times; yet as the investigation pro-
established thet the mere presence of - gressed, |she | continued to . volunteér
skilled . lawyers and :legal tl‘applngs new and’ 1mportant information about
"does not produce truth.é & -, her husband.: It did not appear that
... Yet : when {[President - Lyndon B. she wished to mislead the Commis-
Johnson was faced with the need to sion,.but rather ‘the opposite — she
“expose the triith- and 'settle’ doubts | seemed too anxious to say what she
“about”the’ assdssination;” and ‘with no'| - thought the Commission wanted to
precedents .to |guide liim, he turned j‘ hear. When she finally appeared be-
instinctively- QJ lawyem and. the law. | fore the Commission itself, her, testi- i
He appointed:the. nations most dis- | thony:was 80 contradictery that ome
tinguished; furlst, Chief| Justice Eari staff attorney threatened to quit un-
‘Warren, to direct 'a commission of six ;7 less the Commission called her bdck..
leading citizens—all lawyers. In turn,” When it fdid,|she’ changed her storY;
\the: Commisaion ‘retained J: Lee Ran-|; on meml polnt& i B )
.Xin;'a former [U.S.* Solicitor: General,! - g, B B e
a.nd a ‘staff of 22 lawyers,‘nlcely bal-

" Warren: Commlulon ind ‘
¢nt of Trth. By Edward Jay;
pn Introduction by Richard

pp. New Yorks The Viking

HERE ' arises here an' fmportant
act about the Commission—Iit resem-
- 'bled a court, but its procedures lacked
! the. crucial elements of a trial. There

.fThese were a few of the shértcom- -
ings  that: seem. to- have Impressed
‘Edwa,rdJ‘a.yEpste!nashesmdledthe :

wconcluded thatgthe cqmmission mem-,i-
5 berx themselves did ot devbte enou




.v‘port was hunly
" election. deadlie. || |

ed _to meet the

Finally, Mr. Epztel found evldence
i-that led him' to doubt the essential "
premise of: the ’Wn.mn réport — that '
]Oswald acted aloné :/On Jan. 27 the

ta!fhadseenfortheﬁrstﬂmethe
nmarkable color { sequence of the
‘assassination takm ‘~an.:amateur

photogrnpher It showed that- the
t ;. could = have j
’eIApsed between the! rst hits ‘of Pres-

1 !maximum_ . tim

| ident Kennedy and Governor Connally

was only 1.8 seconds. ! Tests: showed
‘that Oswald's bolt-action’ riﬂe “¢ould:
not fire two rounds in less ‘than 2.3-
’seeonds, not! lncluding a!mlng' tlme. R,
" This necessitated the’ "alngle bullet".-
theory, ‘because,: n.s{one‘staft lawyer,

told Mr.' Epstein, “I‘o say that ithey

two assassins.” 7;}" yit

were hit by uparat.e bullets is synon-
ymous with saying! that. there .were

According to the | vdrltten report of
the ~autopsy. performed at Beth_asda,
Naval -Hospital” on the'night of‘: the

. ‘or .ma,
‘front

‘ernor C
found .
" newly.
dated

.- struck’
shoulde

the
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assaxsinptlon and t.he testimony *
" ‘the’ doctors who ' performéd ; 'it,|: the
3, first bulet struck President Kennedy
_on -the j back . of  the. neck, : 1 ssed
through;.wlthout strlklng “any 8
" muscles, and came out the
>-his, throat. . . Ballistjcs- testx
showed. jt could have retn.lnod enough
; velocity to cause the injurles to Gov-
1ly. However, Mr.’ Epsteln
. the National :Archives| two
-declasamed F.B.I. : reports,
. 9, 1963, and Jan. 13, 1964. i
Both n te flatly- that the first hvullet sl
dent Kennedy in the right | .
£ and did not exit at the front. ;.
‘dd not say urpon what}evidence sie ¢
jtlusion was reached. . | -y’

ystein ‘an
rhaps;

. photos ™ and X-rays:‘of
hich ‘might prove that.
‘through as. the doctors

the other. ev
e most: dama;

et 'Service 'and have' never :
been @hed) (C’ontfnuodonPachZ)‘




