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Deer Jim, VG/Pardon thoughts.. - . - 9/16/74

Your 9/11 comes at an ideal time for me to try to put a few more thoughts, congeetures
and beliefs down, if off the top of the'head ‘and less ‘than idesl circumstsnces.,

. By the way, the identification of this"black ribbon is enclosed..Avoid. it is you
do not stick to a standard brand you Yike, The vame is tradﬁ.tianal,\the ribbons were.
on sale so:1 loaded up, and théy soon‘fill the keys in, &s ‘you note in W IV, In this
case, having just uised up what remained of 'a short ealculstor ribbob i1 could no. longer
uge in it, I'm trying an experience, I've halved the new ribbon for two. purposes: to
kepp the stretch from:ruming over at’the énds: ancr to aee if, as ny repairman says, pretty
mich of the ribbon:goes with: evaporition, not use.

, As you will realize frew the enclosures if” they are of. interast, I've won aom a.nd
I've lost some. Jimmy read mé élearly on "Perry Hason," as did the. .lawyer who, after .
receiving my stiff stuff and realizing'I. knew, . immedlately informed. Jinmy of the namps
of  the reporters: to whem" he:lsaked and a hoked up reason.. There is this consistenty, Jimmy
deems & bit: u}tigh‘t’ "and:instéad. of pacifying I. stiffen anid, lo,. he. comes, back meekly.

He is quite tractable and docile: in. two received today and suggos.ts thut after the
evidentifiny hearing os past Perry: may go back to. his natural. environmnt, the puhlic
defender's. office, Only if you lmow.the deap contempt. J:.nmy has for thn.t particular
one can you realize the ‘significance ‘of this dry wit, ..

i Haven 3 taken time for making eopioa. If Part'y keeps his muth closed to tha huring
J_-uny 's:clanness 48 ‘the-right eourse and we’sreé wrong because we'd fearsd.that more of -
this would be:disaster, If there is mors,. them we'll have s better record with whichto

‘do: something. 'In. any event; it is- tnuew, faxing, hard on. overstrained. nerves, and.I
suppose -one .of .a number of factors that Wake ‘this'an’ aniieus dsy.: ‘Hoch adventure enother,
Some- enclosures.enly, He failed to write The Natiom,.JI mailed the lattera, vas to have
phmed Hoch last might and:didn"t, and I -made a *Vory strong suggestion that he not fail today,

. Withour rereading and being. influenced by your. excellent analyais and. perhaps..
re;ntltlously I suggest ‘that: Nixon's beginning pbiit was having _enough on Agnew..to.
create a diversionary crisis over him, It is not podsible ‘to’ have been in the state posts
Agnew -held without being taimted, The *quution waa d.evelopiﬁg proof’ +t, eould be assumed
that he had: been on the teke. .

The Agnew. crisis was a respite for ﬁimn and becane a k:md of Cmtitutima.}. crisis,

. Now of all the men Nixom could select to. replace 4gnew, meaning himself, why did he
fix on Ford to the exclusion of all otherd., At best Ford is nothing,. In.mlity. ke is
a nogoodnik and it is no secret but it the kind of thing pols just don't talk.about. Be
really isn % very bright. The other crises were on us when Nixon had to make a choice. His

. party hes capable men in political office and scads.in private life. Almost. any decent’

_ person would have been approved, as long as he had but a single head and wasn % black of a
Jew. Being in the middle of his own serious ome and awere that he had brought domn upon
all heads s multitude of others, the one.thing Nixon could not.dare was any man who would
offer.a peal ghoice, one who could be preferred to him, So, his initial basis for pleking
Ford was incompetence. That he iz a hack was well-knwon. and an asset.to Nixon.. Thnt hl was

. from the Congress meant nothing but assured no.chance of any. opposition,. .. ...

‘ The Republican party can come.up with.a rather large selection.ef dumdums,. Hixon s need,
Why Ford and not one of the others then? It could .be. besause he appears to. be a decent

fuy, an asset, but if. there is any one added reason: that indicated him it Kad to. be what Nixom

knew he had on him, What I have is sufficiently embarrassing and a little more that merely

embarrassing if less than a smolding gun.in itself, as other enclosures indiecate. .It would not
take much more than this to go together as a smoking gun.. And if nobody else had this stuff,
an essential part.of it several men had,.one Bemmett and. that meant . at. least Colson. Hunt,

Ratéh.If this much is readily available then. there has to be more and the closet-openers do

find the ghosts. So, I go alone with the blackmail notion., It was a real asset.to Nixzor and is
one. of the few ways Ford's excessive sycophancy when it.clearly was sgainst interest cam be
explained, He did not have to solicit the hardcore for 1976, He had it. He risked tlu moderates,
unwise, Possible explanation, reed from pressure from dirtystuff,



Flaying football too long unhelmeted can explain Ford's stupidity but not that of
his staff, While they are not of the .calibre of those before Nizom they are mot dopes and
had to know Ford's course was no-win, Thedr inability to stop him and in the end their
participation has to mean not that they also lmew (not impossble) as mich.as. that he
was unyielding, What reason .could he have for this. other than compulsion? long ago,
almost as soon as he .was confirmed, I started a file I was not able to keep up because

. 'the volume was too great, Ford as Nixon's Nixon (or. Nixzon's Ag.raew). It was that visible.

- Not even Ford is this big a dope. It can t be explained as loyalty,. either. .

I thinl all other possibilities are pretly much eliminated, _

. Now I havsn t been able to follow this as closely as I'd like becauae of emergcncias
. of whlch you know .only some, However, in the story.I.did have a chance ito read .l noted .
such evasiveness as "communiec#tion” .which is hardly the full range of .cemtact. If there
had been no. "communication" on pardom at any time, that does not mean there was no deal.
I find the use of. semantics pefsausive that there was a.behind-the-scemes deal, fmd in
- this.connection Il.find it significant that Haig.stayed on for only a.week after.the deed
was done,: despite. the fact that ke was both a distinet Aiability to Ford and an internal
irritant with disasterous effect on the Ford staff. Yo pols permits -this by accident, -

; Eau.g had a job to do, did it and them went back to his lush pastures amd futures... im

- I think I have an earlier memo. indicating the belief speed was necessary. to. forncloso
not ‘only the indictment but the comsequences.. I.think. the grand jury would have insisted on
indieting and would have rebelled against Jaworski. There was not.only great hagard to:-

the party in this.and limitless new exposure, but. what there is. on.Ford could have come out.
The kind. of .thing nobbedy ever thinks about, like kis being filled in because he was..
minority Leader (as explained to his vahelneted head). and. had to know. ¥hich made his
silence migprison.end obstruction of justice, Shmilar situation when he was told of.
nominstion, explained as. ‘his need to.lmow. The possibilities. of entrapmant are .almost
without limit. if we can't kmow of amy for sure...

.What is also important has been ignored, saved for. the lesked story on the Ealdem——
Ehrlichman threats, which I do credit in full,until) today's inadequate Anferson. columm,
jie has mach too little on Ehr. as the patsy and.teo. little on what. the tapes. show. He
was deliberately kept .in the dark on the taping despite his. rank. This means he was set
up on WG not only in what is out but possibly more in what isn't. It is almost a year
~since he started making threits. I remember my comments on a LATimes story he omly .
appeared to demy, He pointedly denied nothing of comsequence im it. This put the hat
on Nizon and may well be one of the reasoms I got that tramseript.What has to be is.
that as soon as Bhr learmed of the tapes he knew he was a patsy but because of his owm
deep involvements in 0.j. and other crimes, he had to play it cool until he could. move,
Tris he started the first of the year,.

Hovever, the pardon of Nixen out him and Haldeman in a very bad syet becauae it
meant Nixon was immune and they no longer had any hold om him.. They kiew he was over the
libe, real sick, amd that their strength had been he was am vulmerable as they. His resigna-
tion was the first sign., Or its imminemce, His )ardon is too much. Once he was pardaned
they were cooked. ,

..Now all the stories about Nixom not being abke to take, the fifth are fal»e. He
has any number.of legit, reasons for .refusing and these can t be dismissed by offers.
of immunity because they are gtate not federal charges that can be filed. Aside from
this I think he could extend it to eivil suits. But regardless there can be Califormia,
New York, Nevada, District of Columbia, Florida. state cases off the top of the head,
city cases in L.A., NYC, D.C., Las Vegas, probably others like Dallas. So ke is subject
to self-incrimination, And this assumes that the pardon is legal and proper, not a.
-Viclation. ef. the decisions involving interpretation of the spec, prosecutor's charter,

.Ford remomination of Silbert is tec stupid to be stupide 1t.is a payoff with great
iak attached, It may abso be to Lesar and me because I have already suggested to hil.that
I ask to be heard as a witness, There. is enough IN WWIV but I have more. In paying .
Silbert off and running this great risk he alsec assures a friendly prosecuter in DC,

Let me_return to my ahalysis when Javorski was appointed.l did not then assume
that he would whitewash under any and all circumtances., Rather did I believe that he



would serve what at any moment he regarded as the Establishment's primary interest, If
this meant helping dump Nixom, no problem, esp. when Nixorn almost demanded it, having
no real.alternative.. However, with an umelected President and no Vice President, I can't
now visualize his considering doing em$hing about Ford, That wolild create even more
choag, not. only. political and economic. *t would create an. even more.umprecedented
situation, (Toukchstome: his charter of complete independemce gave him ample reasean

for refusing to give Pord sny opimion Ford could cite, but he did it. )

. Roulglp translation: Jaworski .is not Ford's collaborator....s -

: .1I'm days behind in the papers and mags. I have, in fact, started a soeond te-read
filo, the newer stuff. I haven't read the Post htreats miwyxy story yet. Your new clips
are in it. So I may be missing much needed for analysis.

_Because I have to go for “41 soor a hasty skim of your 9/11.

Agreed on urgency,

... Is there any confliet between an asdvance if indirect desl and his being fnreed,?
B think Rol, The deal is the blackmail inm itgelf.
| Nixen's siclmess is real, I'm sure, His parsmoia has tak:en holcl and he has none

af the restraints of the past. Hs could be erazy enough to be making this worse to

avoid beinmg called as a witness, too. Or for other dodges. His refusal to be hospitalized
abd letting it be ssid that he was sure if he went in he'd.not .come out alive is real.
parancia or real Bysantine,

The usecf Becker, a real crook who figured in. a Ford effort to bribe 'olfson to
get chla.s is a diveaway. Ford had to use someone who dared mot. leak. He has to have
enough on Becker from their common past. . ..

. I think this is the Real Fleebus, .an edploitation of coincidence. Repetition ia,
+ understand, mot that uncommom. Especially.if he went off medication .and refused.the
_indicatnd and previously suceessful treatment, (Fact % is I thinmk he'd welcome pain,too)
. T have no.touble believing the deal .could have included Haldeman and Bur, I wonld
be. reluctant to believe Ford would: dare more. And I can see how a.flipped GL cam become
part of the H and E defemses, forst by his unavailability .as a witress and then because
 they were teking his orders amd can claim helding them down from what they were.. This
can be proven.He was pretty wild, example N Korean,

The tapes and records deal is subject to defmnse coumsel upsettin:. I've tried.
on Lesar a formulax for Bud and others. Lesar sees it as possible. But they can file
all sorts of moves, from injunestions up. They can and I think will keep this material
from leaving D.C. Watch Byrd (WVa) on this.

I see nothing to keep the current and first WG grand jury rumming away still. I
think they can mske. a presentment and I car see them with their ewn.interpretation,
that the pardon itself was illegal, with Jaworski, even if he sits om it, not necessarily
. able to either suppress or defeak them, The uproar would ruin him smd that the rick old
fink can't want. (I'm surprised more the staff didn't go, but some may be waiting to
be able to pressure more.J had expected more tham the one departure.)

I think it is probably significant that the family took the lead in say:mg Nixon
was real sick and then poopoohing that he was realreal sick.l alse think Pat silence
. and invisibility are probably signififant. Because 1 have always thought that Nixom.
was a mentally sick man all his life this time¥m.I do not see a real puton. Timing
.and pre,iminary admissions may be important. Te me the real blow comes from my own
belief about the basic nature of his emotional problem, the realization. that he is
nothing, always has been nothing and even when President remained a self-conceived .
nothing, Havimng failed to remsim unimpeached he has now the proof positife that he
_ean no longer ignore, by Ike and by Hiss he really is still nothing, Bk “his alome can be
too much, Without the parsmoia, ete. T

Sorry the pickup of Lil leaves mo time for reading and correctiag. Hope typing
not as bad as usual, However, for whatever scanty solace it may be it ig blacker!

Hope STM/W had made complete recovery. Best, :



