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At lenz last I have clesned up the accumuleted clippings. This does not mean i read
them all er that T reas with care theose I did reald, Time Qid net permit and the feeling
of deja-vu wade the task intolerable,

B:fore L proceed to other werk in the meruing, wecsuse L assume that yeu read these
reports with more care ane with tine after each feo consisder each a ®kit, 1 ask your epinien
of uwy iwpressien, Really impressions, because this frial sevms te we te we the third time
outside Ly own werk I've gone over rehashes.

My impressien is that the tikal is largely a repeat of the Ervin comsittee hearing,
By this I mean alse practically nething of sigrificance sdded. The Hunt testimeny foreed
his nmewe te Bittman out butbt That adds drama, net fact anyway.

The Brvin ceumittee adie. little to what these with special intereste lesked to

the papers. There is, iu fact, in the papers, imn the form of verbatim transeripts that

the Ervin cemuitee later physically expunged frew its vrinted recerd. Or, the papers

prier te the hearings centained informatien en the ro-called Husten plan that was waskes
in the facsimile repreductien of these papers (if you dod net uake the check, it is true)n
igide from what it kept secret in its filed, seac of what I ewtained an¢ had stolem, the
corsdttee made a very leng recurd of the umnew, Exceptions ere such unexpecteds as Butter-
fikdd The Dubable and these executive gesgnlens printed witheut hesrings ane largely

ignored in.the »ress. The cemmittee's main accemplishkment was dual. Lt prescnted the sordidd
tale on natiemwide TV, giving the illusien ef cenducting a real investigation. Amd it
carcfully centaines all ef significance that was net already essentially public kunewledge,

BoTere this there were the leaks. Mostly but net entirely teo the WiPest. Here I
have twe points in particular on which 1 solicit yeur opinien(s). First, that the essence
of the factusl centent of ¥the Ervin cewdtter heariugs save as noted was already sublic
mefore the commitiee siezed the tube and the natiensl imegination. And second thet those wwho
hia the leaking accomplished thedir oun purpoge: thereby,

_ These purpeses include protuctiug Theiwselves, sirecting ‘am! liuiting) the public
attention and thus the "investigations” and liwmiting the scepe of all inguiry.

As of tenight the presecution's case is not complete. 1'11l be euite surprised if
it wakes a majer change in this swuary ef iupressiens necessary. The defense, of course,
has net put en its cases.

ily roading hes net becn clese enough te form a firw opinien, bubt I have the iupressien
that while in a censpiracy case ene would expcet the delendants te stick tegether hecause

]

what is admissable apainst ene is adeissable against all, 4 have the iupressien that they
are net pulling together, that therc is wivulig cnd enimemity.
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(My own werk neted this as fact with Bhrlichman about the first ef the yoar and
carlier as a prebak®ility becawsc of lhis apwarent character and the fact that he kuew nothing
of the autematic tawing and therefere could assusc he haw beon set up.)

As I think of uajor incengruities they are few. One thet seems censpieusus is that
Bebe Hebeze'd idami lawyer, Frates, is the vigereus laiuyer fer Ehrlichmsn and both e after
Hixen with seiue viger. One would not exsect this ef Yebe's lawyer.

Thig is a brief swuowry when I'm pretity tirec wue bhaven't put it teguther but il
you have disagreemcnt or ce.ment or additien I'd welcoeue ite L hope to get to concluding
the draft seen.

Thenks ana best,




