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figtes for lverything - The Settlement J16/7%

Yesterday was the day set in advonge for recording the settlerent in eourt and
getting the judge's ap roval, Tt wag also the occasion for the government seeking still
another pound of flesh,

They extorted at least an imacdiste @100 and perbaps tax on §f »000, depending on
whethor we collect any more of the Loney oved us this year,

Thi!j is hG':".

¥irst they took a little out on our lavyer. le cut his fee in half beeause he knew
that unless he did I would no* accept the government®s counierproyosal, The difference
was 80 swall that there was xmE no necd to insist on cutting the mmount for vhich I said
1'd settle. it was such less than the cost of their golng o trial,

I accepted the final settlement on the single stipwlntion that it be tax frec,
othervise it is not & net figure. fhis was agreod to. it was also agreed to that it
would e arranged that Lil's presence not be required becsuse it would mean piling wor Xk
ont her that sh would heve %o do nights, on her own tine and instend of sleep,

Hot wntil we got into court did we learn that with all the time between tho agrecient
and its recording did we learn that the UeSeattornsy's office had not checked with IRS,
Because he had not gotten uord on this our lavyer had preperved a geparate letter recording
the fact, to be signed by the assistant U.H.Attorney, werbert Better, as he had agreed,

When it cure to this podnt in recording the seut ement, the judee ssid thet the
side conditions did not require his apiroval suma the question was did wewant it on the
record. Petiter then g:dd, blandly, as though he had been causht by surprise, thet he had
no authority "$o corvdt IRS."

The judge called » conference at the ebnche I did not B0 up. Ye inviteu ue ang I
went, dotter msrely repcated what he had ssid. The Judge then said that becauss an
-appreciable part of the claim was for damage to our business ang the flotk an: beczuse
there was no doubt what there had vesn thiy detage, he could not ou the record agree to
allecating mae none of it %o thate Yhia I could undersiiad. The judge slso wicerstood
the reason Lor having 1t &11 allocated so there would be ne tu, Lo sUgeesved that it
would L to our interest to hove the s recorded ond he would accept any reasonale
sun for the damuge to the chickens irstesad of to use I explained that all of wiat e got
we would apily to our debt snd it we hag t%h'm Y tax, we would not have the moucy with
which t0 ney the tax snd would have to g%r:e.z;%é debt to pay ite(Adl I said,)

We went bacik on the record and liovrey elscted to allocate kipxfewy o nomimal $1,%00
which equals hés deductsble fee to this, The judie ans Better eccepted it and it was all
over, xcept for o few coments from the Judge thot this had been a long and difficuls
case and that davrey had been quite kind to take about half the normal fee, waldn: the
settleuent actuslly for mors than E15,000,

48 we leit the courtroom Havrey askoed how long it would take to get the chekk,
Better said six weeks op more. laywey asked if there were anything he coula ao to soeed
it up becsuse each day cost me noney in jnterest anc there was resssurance on the peen
of the normn and nothing else.

It then twmed out that “i1's personul signature would be required, that “ctter had
kmown this 211 along and had done nothing. ot because 1 had nnt anticipated it and auked
that in advance 4 Pape be sent for her signature. Yhe paper hag beocn preparcd, “e Lerely
had not send it, He said I could get it and madl it 4o Harvey vho covld mail it to hin,

I ask . that he Zive me an addroased snvelope s0 + could mail it to him direetly and suve
& couple of day, I meiled it at 4 Pelt,

It then tumed out that a sepurate rélease would be required. Harvey asked that it
be done Lanediately, Betier had other thinss o do. I'11 do it then, “arvey offered, I'11



have plenty of tiue befors the checkspet here, <Setter reulied,
T 7 !

dhat this will mean i that not until efter he has the chacks will Better went
relesses sigmed, which msans that there wil: be more delaye kmmix they also will require
our aignatures,

_This could a1l be done in advance gnd be on hand or could be filed subject to ithe
receist of checks,

1 asked Better to have the check made out to harvey, to s:.ve time. That he could
deposit it, take his fee and mail ue a check for the rest. 8¢ said that instead tio
checks would be issued. Uur record thns will show only 518,000 end we will Bove no
record of paying lawyer's fees. Which are deductible.

However, while I didu t expect this kind of petiy dirtiness, 1 did anticipate the
need not to trust and the Sctual conditions of the setilement are auply recorded in ny
correspondence, together with ny refusal to accept enything less or any othir terns,

*he court transerist, which the IRS can in the future cheek if it has any guestions, will
show that this was the agreement and that it had the government's agreement, that theie
be no tax on what we finaliy receive,

How loug they stall that only the end will +ell, I supnose that if there is no
intrusion, 1% wili be the normal tinme, uhich Yetior sasd is uprards of six weoks., In
interest as of the last payment thic is close to &150.

4Ls we welked over the court frow his of fice Barvey said the anderson trisl was
going on and fhat ke would like to sit in on it. This is the outgrowth of the isnew
cage, actuelly where 1t began, where the Hixons went after the Uemccrats in the county
of agmew's political origine as he talied Havey saic he sure wowld like to et lixon, I
said that if anybons realiy wanted to anu if auything could do ity x hau ite He asikeu vhat
and ia general terng i toud him, Y% seemed inpressed but did not resct when I told him
that “i1 ha: orusineu thai ny days of giviug things away were over. He soic Le could
understand tnat and agreed with i%. He is & Hepublicane Yr has tslicd lie ho is,
A0 W WALl wikOuan Uik COGAUERS of the colurthouse Le ointed out the anderson prosecutors,
yourys en, and sadid thoy ars getting to Lo the uost Fanous prosecutors iu bhw statue ©
said it akwmx almost Like a van, )

What has hapoened to the law business since I firat met hir® They staff o2 lawyers
has grown to GH, from U0

as e 1eft the courtroon I told Better there was & stall shoaf of papers Ydavis had
taken fro. ny Tiles, hed drovised $o return and hadn't, ond hov about civing 2t to e, I
told hiu it vas fyped «ith ¢ jreen yiboone *» had a batch of papers in hi: ams, opened
it and imcedistely, withoud any funbling, handed 34 to rme. Davis had insisted %o sarvey
that ne could not find it. When he took it he said he'd xerox and retirn, I had then glanced
ab 1% and t6ld bavis i% appeared to be nobes for a hoox but I hac no objection,

Fron Harvey's oftice I walked over to the dews-hnericen to have lunch with Al cunniff,
1 started reading 1t as i walked, fin:ishing it on the return, Fy car was parked at Horvey's,
It became clear why Yavis had lied and had held tids record backe "t ineluded con & nporane ous
notes of developeuts: the terus of the Pentagon settlenent I hoo arrenged in “ay 1962, what
had hap encd vhenthe JAG 2d irmy had eone to our farm in 1963 ~ and here enoughto be
devastating on the private record he rmade and which I've read, and it is utterly fslse-
and means of nroving the deliberateness of the falsehood, Hore, that I had 2t that tiue
glven this to the sovernment and that it knev it was puliing = fraud on us whrouch its JAC.
1t would have besn a sensation with that JiGon the witness stand, vo “avis, knewing that
there had becn this deliberate effort o defraud behind our backs, sought to and did keep
from us our leads to out proof, { had in the nine years forgeotien sore of the detuilse
Thig.pmviged reiier;—;—ne%s :.v;x; the lcr)jé, ?pd i had given the government (gen, counscl, LOD)
copies as 1 sl ite YanV's report ol 8 wisgit to use * .
had no way of kmowing it. i Anwgile,ohehinuﬁsggvgg ﬁ;ﬁigﬂi‘zﬁsg&cgu; gﬁn?; gﬁo gkhg:n, 80



it is cortain that some superior had him do ite HNost likely candidate. Colonel “eahy,
chief of Army claims, Ft. Hodabird, which also house intelligence.

This also confirmed what I had claimed and Davis disputed, that there had been
agreenent to use the military claims act rather than federal torts. The #% difference is
100/ in what we could claim on each of the 20 claims.

We had not learned what the government's records showed until I fimally got Harvey
to file for discovery. Taft and the Willaimd firm had finally filed, under continuous
pressure from me, but in six years had been content with no answer!

There seems to be no limit to how dirty these people can be. And vere,

I made these notes for a book on which I had a handshake deal with “rown in 1963
but I laid it aside to do Whitewash, in part because I found my involvement made it
impossible to write decently. Perhaps some day I can arrange a collaboration, Max Wil-
kinson is among those who said it would surely make a movie, I saw it as a combination
of Mp, Bxk Blandings Builds His Dream House and The Egg and I. The notes Better
took werg for it and for Taft, clearly a summary to that point, early 1964.

My point in making a carbon for you is partial answer on what the Government is up
to with us. They have not given up. They settled because it was best for them, because
of the inecourt danger. But they are determined to extract every bit of revenge they
can, and "they" appears to be anyene with any capability.



