28 Decemher 1973

Dezar Harold:

The various enclosures, I hope,are all self-
explanatory, As I sgaid recently, we've been our kind of busy,
?
which means oeccuplied without gettiviz too much done.

Tt hag rained fairly steedily for more than a morth, but
without uadue hardship and with no big flooiing of any kind. tiothing
like the verv cold weather we had last year and which vou've had
far worse of this ysar.

With 10 really cold weatlhier, we've had no trouble yetu
with the energy shortare. The house 1z heated by natural rag
furnace which of course Lhey can't contrul as they wow bropose o
controsl fuel oil. In time perhaps, but i¥s not yet a problem.

We 14 some weabher stripui-ss iast fall, so the nouse ie a bit
tighter and less wasteful than it was, but beyont that these houses
gimply are nob builh for cold weabhar sad when the real energy
shortase comes we'lll have to bundle up more, that's all.

Gasoline is no problem yet. We averaged only about 10
28 gallors or less 2ll yesz» nor mortth, so i1f ratioring comes we'll
be okay as lonr as thero's any gzasoline at gll, Our Y71 JWw
Superbue is rot pprtizularly ooad when it somes to P2, but it's so
muchn better than most of the behemsths niost people are stuck with that
we feel lhcky to have it, TDatroit slways znsres me. Wnat they should
do now is  concentrate cn bringing out a basic sut.omobile, something
of nidmun size and weight a? which coull get up o 35 or B0 MPC as
our first, 1555, VW used to. If thne heftst periormer they produce
gets mors than 25 HPY IVi1 be surnriead .,

0

One of the intrusions we've had to deal with concernd
a development you ghoul? Ynow mexks sbout anc which I might as well
11l you in on now,. The week hefore Christmas 1illy Mattos
calle’ fron a relative's houss in thris ares, saying they hacd
broken up their house at the Univereity of Weghinston in Seattle
ani that she was en route to Washingtor, T.C., to join Gil. e had
finished his doctoral dissertation, defendec it, ard rot hisg PH. D
all irn 2 eprara [lurry pf furlous activity and then pone ahead Lo
WX to take his new job with the government ané find a new lhiougse for
L 111y and the two kios, She came out one afternoon and told
us all about it, 41l had canvassed the field ¥hurasmk thoroughly
while working {or his doclorabe and could find nothing ia the scademic
world, The schools eimply are not yet putting their money into his
8till-marsival field of Chinese stulies. S0 he was o1 the point of
goinz to a bartending school to learm bartending and follow his father
in that line as soon as he got iiig degree, whes the CIA hired kinm to
nead ifts Chinese translation teamn. We had a lettor from him later,
tellivg us how ne had %0l them he': have nothiriz £o 2o with an;
ofther activity and how they assured him he wouldn't have to, His is
an "open" jobt, meaning he can say where zad lor whoi he works.
We wrote hack assurine him that such promises would mean exactly nothing
i they neeie? kim Tor semething else and that this iz the kind of
world he's in =nl his cue is to go on from that point and do the
best he can, Lilly says re hepas to find gomethine else as soon
as possible, hut we filled her in on a few detalls and think she
uilerstanis abt lsast some of them. We told both her and Gil that
the problem is the system, and that in one way or another everyone has
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to live with it, but that one can try Lo keep a step or two ahead
of thz sane 277 maintain the hichest oriority with reecard to one's
own destiny. That'e expersive, of course, bub not as expengive
as lettivre it ecet out of centrol.

We're concerned, of course, and while being careful not to
ret excited ahoult it make no effort te oornceal ocur goncernm.
Gil is naturally impressed with the high quality of the people he
hegs met and Jealt with thus far -- who would expect anything elge?--
and his reaction has been about what we would expect: relief that
the CIA i3 not all hunt types but inelucdez 2 lobt of ssrloug and
reasonable people. However, he seems not to have reslized how
much 1iffieulty tray have ’a” receantly in reecrniting voune people
-- a% least not to the extent we are very conscious of -- and our
main conesr is that he nay éc teo well, in ofher words preaent
them with a personable <3}'1ar'.'~1c'+rm who cou‘ﬁ be sriffted subtly
to other aszslgunents bafore he reallized it in time to put a stop to

1t We'll see. He and Lilly both are bright and personable,
the two kidg are cute and tre 1ittle zirl cuite speatacularly 80
-~ 24 pounds and alreaay talkl g a blue streak. They've talen s
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house in Falls Uhurch. Taey know aboot you, tut egivce ‘hr"'-:
apparently nade 0 move to get in tough with you or Lil in regard
to the blanket or the sizater, I have bte assuns 1).ay are rok likely
Lo rnow. Anvway, we fhoughf you should be filled in, and that you'll
join ue iv hopelul hoDireg.
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Eeat tn you hoth,



