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Hine is probably a minority view among "critics"

vin them, bascd merely on iy
believe thers are constiuetive influcnces within the Hcbovern movement and posi
csults that have already been achieved by ite I don't think revolution is iminent, and
do think thait some talking revolutionaries have swallowed their past ribtoric. For now,
believe what hope there may be in the country cen come from chenge only, non-revdlutionsry
hange. L havenlt followed the paper:, spent little time with TV, not much more on the

radio, so I'm not really cloge to any of it. What to me is analysis may be wishful think-
ing and ebfore the sun davms 1 may be proven a poor prophete

I don't sec much choice befween any of the Democratic candidates and Richard Hixon,
I'd rather see changes in the Democratic party then have Humphrey, for ezauple, win. le
may be a much more dangerous Preuldent than Nixon, I think would without doubt be in the
carly part of the regime, And I +hink McYovern can wine

There are several clues on which I base this thinkdine, The egz-laying by the party
Tund-raisers. The party's traditional money support has no reason to support the nschihe,
They're happy with Hizon, don't think any candidete but McGovern can beat him, and
want Me“overn, If they'd had any faith in [HH, there would not be this emormous de

this election. I say this without
uy knovledge of them of the

stood for everything they oppose. They're seving ther ¥6$ for lic¥overn, LIf heuvdoesn % et
the nod, they'll not waste it, not mny of them, If therc was a hearty supuort for
party as such, it would have fewer financial problems and their ABC find show would
have done betier.

The I think reasonable hicrarchy decision to ordain that all non-contestod delegates
vote on challenges on the {loor means they are genuinely afraid that they'd go uwnder bip
if he walks out or any substential Part of his following stays home or votes rd par
The machine has had to zive. If it doesn't, it will be a machine without a future, Under-
standing that its future is uwith change is not easy. There is hope for the warty only if
it is sharply different, not like Nizxon in any major way.

Wellace's today's move makes me think he is threatening from his side and does intond
to third-party it. Unless he gets the v—p nod from HHH or someone else. In turn, this leads
me to think that he regards the oulcome as close enough to influence it by this kind of
threat or th.t cGovern will win and he's leaning on the hacks.

lMcGovern's decision not %o have a closed—door meeting on compromise can be inter-
preted as feeling strong. it can also be because he knows it might turn off much of hie
following. He is the first serious candidate I can recall who can't gonfrol his Tollowing
and both knows and admits it. That, L think, is healthy, even if it can t continue after
the election., But this is part of makes him come through on TV as Mp Cl8an, sometling even
conservatives want in politics, Real ones, not nuts and rock-bound reactionaries, il
been so openly kir, Bad it has to mean he lmows he's fighting a losing battle and can
depend on deals only. He has been terrible on 1V, a sincere-geewing Nixon, just as dirty,.
I was surprised at Shirley Vhisholm on Meet the Press yesterday. Asked if she thoucht ket
could win, she answered a different question, and sai what she had heard members of Cong.
say they think a leG candidacy will do for them - bad, Natch, hiost of them are very bad.
They donBt want change, either, But this disappointed me in her, I found wmyself wondering
if she expects some kind of non-Hcbovern ofier.

I don't think there is the probability of party ruin in substantial change. 1 thinic
this would mean hack lesdership end, basic changes, the greater likelihood of some choice
in this and future elections. Opposite, I thini this kind of whange is the only Democratic
hope, but ¢he pols put their personal interesits first and pretend they are the interests
of the people and the party. With reactionary candidates, I don't think McG will or can
help, With others, I think he will, and that's the problem of %the polse. They have no base
except in the baddies, sc they are busily engaged in srying to lose the Prusidency to
retain not control of Comgress but their intluence with the right-wing office-~holders.

A new machine nay emerge from this. If it will be a machine, I think it will be an entirely
different kind, whether or not it.develops the same bad habits, That will talke tinme,

I do think that if HeG doesn t,get it on the first ballot i# is crockedness and cor-
ruption that denies it. If he doeSn t get the nomination, I hope he leads a new party. Lhe

failure of Mclarthy to give the kidS any kind of real leadership was too disillusioning
would hmve had more trouble. HﬂAL,
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for too many o them. Had he, had he continued, Dirty *ricky
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