Dear Hriends 3/27/71

This letter will have to serve as inadeguate response to what L have received from
some of you until I ctach up on manyiuthings that accumulated during two trips to WYC, of
which I'1l write., Examples, large malling from IR, letter r'c'd today from RB, tape from
JW, and others from those to whom I'm not sending this.

Last weeks there was a "Pandy"Show on Vhannel 5, WWEW-TV, in NYC., They told ue
Percy Foreman had agrec to confront me, What they didn't tell me until the night before
the show is that Hanes also had. However, concerned about the dilution of the fact by
cheap mellerdrama, I agreed, having no meaningful chpice. I got there, there were delays

attributed to lights, which, as a pun, may be the case, as it may also be in fact, I was
mdde up, and I waited with a glass of Scotch thoughtfully provided by a very plessant

girl who is production assistant. The wait la-ted about an hour, then the producer came
in to share & "problem" withue, Foreman had walked out, saying he would not .ppearm on the
ame show with me. There was a kinfl of a threat to me, that I'd best stay out of his way,
which 1 have since addressed in z way[ that,for me, is rather modest. They made it clear
that he had threatened them and that they were worried, but had been enjoined ssainst
telling me, and asked me to take it easy. I did, accepting a role and enforced silences
and endless interruptions and delials of response that otherwise I would note ‘

When they aired the heavily-edited show, they added an announcement that "the other side",
perhaps phrased somewhat differently, would be presented the next week, meaning tonight. With
idanes already appearing against me (and soon Jjoing me, abandoning even the pretense that
he was not mercenary and actually saying he was more so that 1 had accused him), and Foreman
having refused, it was apparent this other side could only be government, and I began what
with & bit of understatement L+ present to you as ardent persuszsion that they should not do
this without me —and had betfer not. I think my ressons, advanced with as much candor as
forc. fot the latter, were persuasive. I was accepted, the evening before the morning I
had to zo to do the show. The day before they admitted they werc going to have the
surrogate of the prosecution, Roberi k. Dwyer, jow a judge, then chieffo the prosecution
in the case, They denied what our able, imagibative and incred{gfgufgil ew York delegate
had bsen told by one who seems to have bhecome & friend of mine, that uie had also agreed.

In the Yaxgk last minute they also said that “uie had sgreed to appear, with a stipulation
that he would not face me and that not he but the station would give his resson, that he
rezarded me as an irresponsible writer. I so welcomed this automatic delivery of the audience!
and the pertenince of a few choice words in definition of "responsible" as applied to writing
and writers, aside from the corruption of this particular case (as those of you whom kuiow
uie's writing can imagine), and in partocular our correspondence, which began with my
unacknowledged offer to give him everything I had as of the time before I began writine
COUP II, also unanswered, and his relativelt recent writiten offer to me of everything he,
his lawyers, including Judge Hooker, Goreman and both Hanes had, also in writing. But in
the last minute, with the warmth and condescencion so appropriate in the grest who are so
aware of their greatness, ®bhen we bumped into each other, despote the station's best
efforts befors the taping, he apoeared fo have changed his mind. Haybe he looked at me and
decided I was an incompetent, maybe somebody wised him up. Anyway, just before the taping
began I was told he would remain, that the format would be first segment Dwyer, second huie,
third me, and last questions, each of the first threec to be between the guest and the Bandys
I was tkane to a sponsor's both (with Scotch), where I could see both the stage and a
monitor, where there war a deslk, and 1 enjoyed those two segments very much, I had a few
notes on the unbelieveble things tho=e nuts said, went on camera with the request that
L1 be permitted my time also without interruption to address just these., At the end of the
second point it bec-me open war, and it stayed that way, through the fourth segment, when it
went to the audience, If I'd liked to have had the chance to do it cool, with what heat
¢ould not be avoided saved for the end, and to be able to address each point of fact, I thnk
that in terms of mass audlence impact it is as good the way it went and, if not edited too
excessively and too wnfairly, will be dramatic and have some impact. The fine young friends
who ook me out to a late dinner afterward were exulatant. Whatever the relative merits of



cool and heat, there comes a time when coolness is unmsnly and selfy-desyructive. When

the stupid Huie began to unload on me and all of us as nuts and worse (he actually called
ug and the audience kluxers), I recided the time had come, and I zave it the heat I felt
appropriate, required and, I think justified. It is obvious the audience agreed, and it is
onvious it blew Huie, when they engaged upon such an unpredictable cmapign of self- destruction
intended as slef-justification, that * just sat back and enjoyed it in silence, feeling that
anything I might say might bering him to his senses. Une doesn't have time to think these
things true on camera, but my instinct was that he'd offend the goneral public and alienate
the intellectuslts, so more powsr to him, I gave him cnohgh time. And he said much, even
about the JFK case and Bobby, the literal truth of which I believe is in doubt. Even that

I let alone, again on quick decision, That is another trench, and we'll be in it again,

I think the end product is a whipped and cowed characterature of a judge who enjoys
the dubious distinction of knowing less of the fact of t.e casex than any byt two Percy
Foreman and Huies This time, perhaps on his own, perhaps in anticipation of me, Bandy was
prepared, and he diu the two opening sequences very well, if a but superfluously. I think
they'll have to be edited. I think the station is letting them run long so they can protect
him and themselves against him and his lack of showmanship and basic competence. This nay
be a problem in the later sequences, too. But if they restrict themselves to the essential
editing and let the show run over, which they can, by as wuch as the hour they have, we'll
have gsome people in the NYC area full of doubts andmost counvinced, I think it is no
exxageration 1o say they are both ruined, and I doubt Huie will, on reflection, trust
himself in the same role again., If the prosecution ever agein sends zwmxy anyone to face
me, it will not be with words. I am getting an official tape and we laready have one
mzde by NY Agent NY, 2, who has both shows, unediteds NYAgents I and 2 both made air tapes,
leading NY Agent No 1 to the knoowledge that heads have to be cleaned and the end product
of a singel air tape that can be dubbed. 1t is not a hot show, but it was, I'm told,
wifective. The first dub msde, which reached me in my abgence, is for Bud, for T think it

r

holds some interesting and possible valuable tidbits I squeezed from Hanes,

I also BLEW Gerold Frank, who ought be praying that his book is not in type. He was
part of the Huie-Dwyer parties (and they had their wives, poor men!), He was so beyond hime
himself that he rushed up to me at the end of the show, inspiring wired NYigent No 2 tp
follow him and capture enougb of what he blhbbed on tape, to tell me that I had come into
the case three years too late (!), that he had such things as the King autopsy pictures
(and I will give the family and the SCLC a chance to sit still for that, too), that he had
pppof the family had agreed to the deal (ditto with thh sitier). If his book comesm out now,
and there is any promo, we must have some kind of fund-faising campaign for me to go along
and oppose on <very show his big publishers gets or for me to go to first the FCC and then
to coyrt, for the possibilities are enormous, given the Doubleday investment (si! figurﬂs)
in ¥Frank and his mid-West Tobacco Road, with all he has been fed by Hike, Foreman and the
prosecution and the govermment, If and when the word gets around that Foreman followed
his verbal threat with a telegram and then a letter, without a word being aired, with the
federal assault on the media, and with the clear relevance of the regulations, I think there
might, even today, be a chance.

IIve got to be brief. With Dwwmer, I threw the record at him-HIS record. 1 had the
official transcript with me., When 1 offered it twice in proving him a liar and he didn't
accept, the third time I started to resd it and was cut off by the dubbing for a comwercial.
Bandy was disjosed to cut me off, as to that point I'd accepted except for ounce,when I
insisted on a four -word (which I got on tape* response to a long Huie diabribe ("opinion
is not fact"), I made clear to the production staff, which could see all and hear what we
were saying, if the cameras were off, that I was gping to inasist. I had told them in
advance that I'd do everythinz I could to cover Bandy, but to be prepared for me to fight
him if T felt 1 had to- and I counselled them to soncult the director, who directed the
two-hour and twenty minute Burke show I did and “inority Report to understand fully what
this could mean — so the producer came up during the break and persuaded Bandy to let me
make that response, Dwyer on Dwyer, once was enough. He fell silent for the rest of the show,
aave for s whining-drawling expression of self-satisfaction at the end that was as effective
as spit for sperm, (I even offered him a piece of the windowsill, which I actually do have!)



. Dwyer is stright from the characture departm@nt of central castings. Huie blows easily.
He needs little help, but_such lines as " a 'little conspiracy' is like "a little bit
pregnant' did help, 1 feels

Jerry was great. He did much beside participate in the show and picked upm one of the

obvious things I missed. The audience was all mine, and I loved those wonderful kids who
flocked around me after the show and the few right—ons I got when 1 was fighting, telling
lyie to shut mp ‘those words), that he'd babbled lom, enough and it was timefor so efact.
His whole line bpiled down to I am God, 1 know, and the hell with fact. In fact, there was
no question from the audience that was not helpful, and I was not surprised that a fair
percentage wampe not strangers. “t was necessary to take precautions, they were tkane
beginning as soon as we knew there wouldbe "another side". I told the station that if they
dared, I'd have a press conference mmk on “onday, with or without support of help, that I'a
using other appearances for exposure of this affair {zs T would have), and that if black
reaction would not be automatic, it might be expressed nonetheless. Hy biggest problem was
with my publisher, who has yet to arrange a single promo and has not yet placed an add.

He was against the press conference, so L had to drop everything else and arrange for one
to be & sufficient success, which I did, guaranteeiny at least one story that would reach
more than 4,000,000 adults (I'11 still have that, I think, and maybe more from it).

It is the old story, we fight aloue, the few of us who still fight, with frizwdiess
friends who are not. The publisher has blow what no flack could invent. The real story
of Percy Foreman, which L learned when I was being made up, and part of which I had learned
earlier, is that the station knew he'd not appear if they told him 1'd be there, They tried
to booby-trap him, I'm sure, to confront him with me on camera. It almost worked, and dirty
as that would have been, wow! what z show! Had he walked off, they'd not have been able
to do anything but air the case ajainst him I'd already given them to show their lswyers,
211 in his own Words, all in court records, some under oath. Anyway, tne makeup men told me
that he snd Foreman were chatting while he made Foremsn up, and that as soon as he told
Foreman he had already made me up, Percy the Gre&t fled-woth half his mskeup applied,
without waiting to take it offy I think I've had fewer complenents as eloquent. My publisher
told me there is no media interest (forgetting I'd told him the problem before he saw
the book and the only possible way of coping with it). Thus, with Jerry' stalwatt hekp,
whn I arranged this first show with a friend who had been a Pyne producef and was then there,
we also lined uo four radio shows that I did last Friday peginning lunch timey on syndicated
and one in the can), Next time I got to NYC, with the help of another friend, who lined
up one TV that Jerry could and would have, and with the phone calls I made yesterday a.m.
before returning, I have two TV shows and not fewer than three on radio, *his is what is
cslled medis disinterest! The orikinal printing was to have been 16,000, so they did 5,000,
and ~ understand most of these are out, If this thing really goes in NYE, as it canrif the
station promos as it can and should, this time not having to worry about the cos¥ of
defending a spurious suit by a Foreman who would have no ctsts, there may be no books to
be sold to the stores! What a life we leads :

1 think having tapes map be fun for some of you. With none of you working on this
part of the story of the assassinations, I see no other values, If there is interest, we'll
see about arranging dubs. But we'll have to restricts this, in nost cases, to the tape made
off the air. If the station provides an mnedited tape, which they would except for their
lawyers, it will be under condition I will keep gerupulously, and I have already told them
whst very limited uses I intend, none public.

But my judzement that going iuto this aspect could get us around the JFK hangup is
vindicated. We'll have to see if the possible can be schieved. There aremi few promising
possibilities on which 1's workinay, but thers is no time for reporting. Kleindienst and

others await overdue attention, I'll have some carbdns for some of you. He is the most,
excessively the most, and I must help develop the most of the most,
Sincerely,



