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4/22/M
Dear Js, o

Not all the news is depressing, so I begin with what is, My sbupdd publishers,
despite my céntrary demand, have gone back to press with almost half the dust-jacket
blank, The F¥W review, as I pointed out, could fit en the inside back play, in facsimile,
aad much more, including excerpts from Cock's, could be on the back eover, which is one
of the better and almost-free places to advertise a book, They have ne¥er told me
anything, including the size of the first print, It was supposed be have been 10,000,
but only 5,000, I Under stand, were printed, Considering that most beoks @ fiot sell
5,000, and that they did nothing promotiocnal at all, tkis is, in itaddf,; & pot inconsider
able tribute, especially with a $10, bock, to the subject and'my Teputatisi,

ingther dépressing things is not having heard from Rarv Morgan, ik Bssém ot Oven

~ Spann, all of whom I'Ve phoned (spoke to Spenn's producer) without retuis of the call, I

also wrote Jim, whose silence is really a big surprise, considering ths yelgtionship we
once had and my recollection of the kind of guy he was, meaning the kind whe I'd not
expect to change with success. ) ' e M s

Several weeks ago I got a one-sentence letter from Orest Pena; -who Gerrisen;, Lane,
etc., had turned off on me when he was a good friead and very productive. He was
furned off, as I immediately detected and he has just confirmed, by their attitude toward
me and the thing they fried to do to me and my relationshop with him, They tried to cut
in, cutime out, This letter of 4/9 reads, in fulls"I an going to New York mext weekj
will call you." I didn't get it until the 13th or l4th, so I could mot write him %o
give him the few occasions of which I imew I'd have to be away, and I feared he'd call
when I was. But he didn't, His tax matters delayed him until yesterday. He phoned me
from New York last night to ask me to go there. If I oan arrange it I will, If not I'11
write him tonight to ask that he overcome his dislike for landing in planes to stop
ever iniBaltimore and meet with me there or come-here for overnight. A trip -to NYV now
cests q«:se to $100, at least $75, with no staying there, and +hat I do mot have,

i 4 ¥

I would ordinerily send this to Paul, but with the interusions into my mail recently

- reported in greater than usual number, I am hegitant to, Perbaps yom would not mind
* remailing this to him, on the chance that if his is covered, a letter of local origin,
-perhaps without return adiress, may excite less interest, R .

The comnection was very bad, so my effort to tape, which I've mot had. time to

. audition, I presume is poor and in key places worthless. The level of his voice alone is
. enough %o persuade on this, and when to that I add the very thick accent, I am not

optimistic, However, I recall much of it.

_ Aside from other acts of friendship, he, had led me to much worthwhile information,
on Sringnier, on t.e Bringuier-Oswald relationship and its dating, on Brinjmier himself,
on the dppearances of an Oswald, one some of his agsociatas, en the real story of the
"drunkff 'at his place, etc. He had also let me know quote clearly that he had not told me
all he knew, Whether this was because of misgivings about Garrison, which I imew he had,
or whether he wanted me first to prove myself more or to see how I would develop what I
did get from him, I do not know. He also knew Perrie, and I have reason to believe
better and longer than he did tell me, Ferrie used to bring his boys to 0's place, and
despite the kisk, con 0 into serving them when they were too young. He knew several
of Jim's investiga ors well from their days on the beat, but never told them anything,
One is Louis Ivon, who walked that beat for some years, I suppose I should have taken a

mer T e B R R OB T £ 802, M S b e n s Iyt dmouing iy K aleo



feared, e is or can be mercurial.

Heamrhile » as an aot of friendship, so he could protect himself at least with lmow-
ledge, and because I knew he had been under both local and several federsl pressures, I _
kept sending him everything I found or him or got from another, like Paul. There came R
g time when he wrote me that if I'd go down there heUd give me enothe book. I replied
that it was beyond my means, much as I1'd like to. Last night I had te toll him 1 just
didn't have the money to go to New York, which is true.,

Bowever, during the course of the converaation, the general outlines of =ome of
what he had held back emerged. Abd he was quite explicit in telling me that he wnders
Ggrrison didn't want me in N.Q. Tpis is the kidd of thing he could have piekéd up from
depcndabla sources, those who could know. 4t could also have been made explieit to him
by those Yim sent to cut me out. I know Orets threw Mark out bodily, I kiow Boxely was g
there, and I know they sent Loran Hall, of all people! There was what eomld ne tgkem
as an inference that it would not be good for me to go there, but this, 4f I hed the
ma.ns, would not discourage me, Unfortunately- I do nnt now have the p.d I M thn.

Ha uys hs k:nows all about where ‘Oswald work:ed vith whem he usocinhd. knou '
about him and the musician, saw him 6ftem with deBrueys {who he knew well); ani—
made several references to the complications inBvaristo's life(that is, he has two could.ns,
RIS - who work for the govermment, read CIA) which restrain Bvvie (who is not now working for —
0 btut wants to again), At several points he said, emd properly, "let's not talk lbout
that bybphone®,

Now I do not for a mimute think he meant he knew the people who worked with Odwald-- —
at Reily's., Nor have I ever thought that the real Oswald was the guy who staged that
e - fake "drunk", I have no doubt it was the real Oswald at Pringuier's, and it was earlier - -
than B swore, much earlier (destroying B's alibi), of which I have redundant and irrefu-
----tgble proof of documentary nature, Ruperto, by the way, has returned to N.0, and does
work for 0 again, HBe is unwell now,

Uhon he made an unclear reference to O with a musician and a night club, I thought
- eweof two things, one enclosed and one I may never bave told yeu but did tell Paul. Bean
- Andrews is quite a horn blewer, In 11/67 he invited me to spend an evening, meaning all ™"
e - Satburday night, at a jam session he was having with some cats come down #rom Cincinmati
" for that session, retrospect, I regret I didn't, I do not know what planned work
mitigated against this., It was not fear.  Deam and I stiuck it off well from the firste.
I think his life is now to complicated to even pick this up again. What I got from him
. ...and 0 gopd very well on major points, like Mexican., And I did get sgveral confirming i
“ 4 reports that Dean had -taken 0 out forwtusie -binges- (which-De-denied). One. of these Mag. .
oo ThoTnley's friend Clint Boltons,e.It also happened that in some cases, when O led me to
witnes thay disappeared, including changing jobs and residences overnight. One of
_-theme d have led to a KT link, Paul will,understand the possible significance of
some of | in the context of fairly recent'commnications and discoveries and in the
e 3. = ¥ ‘,}W some of deB's reports in the W files, at least as coming frem DJ, Especially
- is he :r.d.zht on our recent semantics dealing with "prospective®, as not "provisional®,

; '%Illofcourne,whenlcmﬂndtimemdtotalquiet,usethemphoneandgo
) over I bave on tapes I will try and promote the trip to NYC when I goto DC im a
" couple of heurs (as usual, it is pretty early)e And I will try to induce O to either
meet e in Baltimore of come here for a night, There are nonstops from NY to Balt and
from ;o Ne0.1I'11 check schedules today before writing him, The tragedy is that if
_bad been dohy.d four days maekim more I'd have been in NYC, He leaves two days bei‘em
T the url;tut“’l can get there and four days before the latest I cans )

)

B B e A e s A e e B G g S R
i
!



:
f
i@

‘Ak] of this fits with several other things. One is the point at which Sciambra

broke off relationship entirely, when he had just agreed to get something for me, the
. NOPD Intelligence Unit pre-assassination files on both LEO and Ferries They had believed
’ there were none simple because their own comnnections told them there were none. I produced
the progf there were, These could have rekindled Gerrison's incompetent interest. O was
quite articulate on G's incompetence, ambition, and octppus-like attitule toward him-
sd2f, which did surprise me, for I'd not @isclosed any of it ti hime. The last time we :
had met was when he was really up tight, and I had then told him what he mew recalls, that.
he did not undertand my relationship with G, There have been other recemt.indications ;
of G's renewed interest, one being a recent effort to locate Roger Craig threugh Oenn,
who didn't know where Boper was (he has been hurt again, this time saverely)s Roger.in
anything is way out nowe I should also pote that it also firs with a receat effort 1
have made to stimilate interest in AGENT OSWALD, and that lower-level interest is . -
encouraging. But I can't have an answer for about a week, The decision-mgker will be
unavailable thoough the end of this week, It slso closely enough coincides.with tips.
I got several months ago from an eminently-undependable source who, despite this, was

e

7 one of my most fruiiful because I yas uble to-pretty accurately-decide-what Was -CrRpyfor- -

the rest led me to mich very solid and quite new significant data I will be wming, This
gtrange person, who recently did even stranger things that I had know of, had iwe tipa,

© "7 er reported them, of JG's renewed interest in what there is called his “probe ". And,

‘ has, wnder what at best are strange conditions, has left his jurisdiction info ome of

" "the tightest areas of the most backward part of the state and has taken up with a flie

' there, betokening a kind of protection, without extreme interpretation. In Peresland,

T don't know whether I'll be able to make either of the possible arrangements. -
Put I did want Paul %o know ef these developments and perhaps they may suggest things
to him, including what I have not yet had time to think about. I would suggest that,
-~ “for whatever it may or may not be worth, he keep in mind what I have, over the years,
' told him of O'Sullivan, his relationsship with Ferrie, Oswald and Geracd, and the fact
~that his employment would naturally teke him to my friend's establishment. There was
neither reference to him nor indication of any contacts I merely suggest that his work
—ootgkes him into that area and that kind of place very often. ) :

- Ohy yes, the lawyer O used when he was fighting with the Bureau and dB, .Ta'nbor?lli,
as I resiember the name, the lawyer to whom he gave all the names of all the agents that ‘
B ~ harrassed him, now works for Jim. Rather strange, and not indicative of a good practise.
} Bjt interesting that Jim would want a man who had not made in after all these years
| 4n private practise, Even if he had then just beem out of school, that wiks more than
B o elght yesrs ago, enough fine for a young lawyer to make a stamtif he is going to, One
--ether irrelevancy that may be of intergst: the ‘lawyer Y iater had; quringthe "probet, -
vas a trafffo-court judge, Mac Hauer. ou may recall the scandal of his retirement-after
- -——-M&M*t,-thc erude attempt to get him retiired for disability after he lost the
elestion, When O was dealing with me, MacH called him in and showed him the "Burean file
- - OR-Jim,- wag oounter-productivem being what really turned O on for me, But if true,
as I belfieve it was, then it is indicative of the possibility that O does Pave kmowledge.
| . And-gne-boncern laside from his imsginativeness im the wrong. directions) is his vulnera
A ability from the kind of business he is in and the kind of patrons he has.’ e could be
E . . .. hurt with-3ittle difficulty and easily-skimulated naturalness, With him this eould also
4 be arranged as a orime of passion, were he to be hurt, Down there, it could lead
T . %0 nothing, Leyton Mabtens almost gutted a man, with a butcher knife, and eveam JG dropped
i the case after the polioe made the arrest and file the charge of attempted murder, which
i LA WBBee _now prepare to go. to DC, Best, SR : .o
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