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<The matter has been dis-
cussed among members of
————=the-DNC’s--Executive- Com-_
. mittee, these sources. say.
_Arnold’ Picker, the United
Artists Corp., éxecutive_who
- "has been a-key fund-raiser
- '-to keep the suit ‘going, also.__
now favors-settlement. - )
‘One of the prime reasons |
—for continming the suit has

re-election commlttee ofﬁ-
cials, he said. - -
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Among those sald’.to.be
most interested in a settle-
ment is former Democratlc
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ation—about the Watergate
—s————affair-through .the discovery
==, process,. whereby: deposi-

" The House Armed : Services
Commlttee voted unammously

tions given by principals
h_become_pan of the pubhc
record:
~TAlthough™ deposxtlons are
still being taken in the_suit,
————in--which —the
- ‘want damages -for the
v.“Watergate-:»break-In;' some
“"Democratic leaders-are said™-
» to feel-mpw that the Senate |
——\atergate-committee is sur- |
facing the essentfal facts
and the suit has become an
. unnecessary financial drain.
There have been no meet-
ings between the Democrats
and Republicans on a settle--
. ment since Democratic
" Chairman Robert S. Strauss
met with former Nixon .re-
election-campaign chairman
Jbhn N. Mitchell in April
At that time, the Republi-
. cans were..said to have of-
‘fered $525,000 to dispose of
. the suit. Strauss at first ex-
——-—pressed ~interest;-but-unfa-:
vorable reaction within his
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yesterday-to-seek-a—contempt-
of Congress ;citation against

4 convxcted’Watergate—c_pnspira-

tor G. Gordon Liddy.

The_vote was 33 to 0, with 10
members absent.
Afterward, Chairman_F. Ed-|:
ward Hebert  (D-La.) said a
vote by the full House would

after Congress returns from

Hebert_said. he_ doubts the
vote could come this-week; be-
fore. the  recess starts,
“because we're so Jammed
with legislation. There’s. no
real hurry After all, ledy’
already in jail.” - -

Liddy, a flamboyant ex FBL
agent, was a member  of the

‘| White House “plumbers” team

set up in 1871 to investigate
and -“plug” national.” security
leaks and later he ‘was finance
counsel for the ‘Committee for
the Re-election of the. Presi-
dent. In January he was con-

| prohably not_be “sought until|used even to be- sworn in,-and.
[its;month-long recess Sept. 5. |

.| penalty for contempt of. Con-
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- -On-July-20- he-was—subpo&
naed to appear before an Ar-
medeewices ‘ subcommittee
investigating.:Central Intelli-
gence Agency mvolvement in
the Watergate- scandal In-
stead of _taking the . Fifth
amendment, -as—subcommittee’
members’ expected Liddy ref-

the subcommittee voted imme-
| diately to- seelLa_contemchi-

tatlo;x.

--If"the House - upholds ‘the
contempt = proceedings, it
would " then ask the -United
States attorney to ~seek . a
grand jury indictment. The

gress ranges from 30 days to a
year in jail and a $100 to-a $1,-
000 fine.

Liddy .is now - serving an
eight-month contempt of court
sentence in D.C. jail for refus-
ing to testify before a federal
grand - jury investigating
Watergate. -That _penalty - was

victed for his role in the June

imposed -on top. of a sentence

.committee last’ Friday that"
_he,Wwas a prime mover in the _
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to 20. years- t'or-hls-parbin—the
‘Watergate burglary. .

‘tee-delayed.voting on the cita-
tion at the ‘request of Rep.
David L. Treen. (R-La.), who
wanted more time to study the
argument of Liddy’s attorney,
Peter L. "Maroulis; that -the
Fifth amendment glves—biddy
the right to remain-silent be-]
fore -a -committee just as.. it
|does before a court. :

the 1e_argumeht .should be con-
sidered, “but it .is not_strong
enough to keep us from going

have ever been.cited for con-
tempt by the House. One was
Gerhardt: Eisler in" 1947, ‘and
the other was Arnold S. John—
son in 1970." Avowed commu-|
nists, they both escaped pen-
alty. Eisler was convicted but
fled to East “Germany, —and
Johnson’s case was dismissed
when the government dropped
prosecutjon rather than dis-
close his illegally - wn-e tapped
phone conversatlons

O’Brien yesterday labeled
‘ridiculous” -testimony . be--
‘fore- the: Senate Watergate:

“earlier “settlement - negotia-—

cial pressures. s
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Only _two other witnesses

2.




