~ Assassin Probe’s "Pr‘ev‘iew’
“Provides thtle New nght

" By Geor ge Lardner Jr.
Washington Post Staff Writer
If the -lateést official report of the
ITouse Assassinations - Committee
" ‘could be labeled neatly, “Twice Told
_Tales” might do.
In preparation for last week’s show-
down vote continuing the. congres-

sional inquiry into the murders ofl

. President Kennedy and the Rev. Mar-
tin Luther King Jr., the besieged 12-
-member committce decided to offer a
public preview of ‘its xmesu"'mons
thus far.
Most of the material in the 14-page
status report was uncorroborated and

about both the accuracy of the com-

mittee’s work and its inclination to’

present twice-told tales as though
they were fresh leads too sensitive to
disclose with any particularity.

After announcing that the 67-mem-
ber staff is assiduously pursuing “new
leads” in-the Kennedy assassination,
‘for instance, the report confides:

,. NQU‘RY “From Al :

_from his Warren - Commission _testi-

“mony that he' had seen Oswald in the

'Acompaﬁy of” 'a’ Latlnlooklng man in

LA t 1983 at Pena’s own Habana

“Bar nd Lounge, where Oswald distin.

rgulshed himself first by ordering lem-
onade and lafer by getting sick.

.Pena s CBS appearance is dismissed
with a vu]garity by Harold Welsberg,
‘who hab :written a series of books on

fthe Kennedy and King assassinations
‘and who has . become an outspoken
eritie of the House inquiry.

" “Orest’s an ‘old friend of mine”
Weisberg adds.. ' “Everybody keeps’
asking him' crazy questions: leading to '

~a whole set . of confabulations. Byt I
don't think he thinks he’s making any-
.thing up. He’s just lost in all of this.
God. knows who's been te]lmg him
.what” . .

Item—Aecording to the House re-
.port, “a witness who was an FBI secu-

rity code clerk in' the New Orleans of-
fice from 1961-°66 alleges that the FBI
zent a teletype to all of its offices five
days before the assassination, warning
of a reported. conspiracy to assassi-

-nate President ‘Kennedy on his pro-
posed trip to Dallas on November 22-
-23 (1963) . . . The FBI has demed send-

“ing such a teletype.”

This-story orlginally popped to pub—
“lic attention on another television pro-
. gram back in 1968 featuring Jim Gar-
-rison, -then -the- district - attorney of
' New Orleans. Actording to an Oct. 21,
- 1975, hearing before the. House Sub-

committee on: Constitutional - Rights,

~moreover; the code clerk, William
~Walter, had not only added new twists
to the story.over the years, but also

.did poorly on a polygraph.test pro-
‘vided under the auspices-of the Dallas'

-questions . .. hy?

'killed

“Recently, - an Fm mform'mt ad-
vised the Commiltee that he had seen
an FBI agent and Lee Harvey Oswald
meeting together on numerous occa-
sions in various New Orleans bars.
“The-nformant statés that he had pre-
* viously denied seeing Oswald and the
agent together because he was threat-

ened by the agent. The agent has de-

nied the informant’s charge.” . ‘

In this casc. the committee appears

to ke Just 'cti,mf' mound to what mil-
1\01('3 .-’Ilml_)"sis

lions of Americans saw and heard on

Rad av‘ague]y fam]liarfl]}gwM-.JVOV 26,1973, on a CE;LYJrO"ram

The report raises serious questions _entllled “The American-Assassins.”

~ While the cameras rolled, New Orle-
ans bar operator Orest Pena openly
asserted, and FBI Agent Warren De- -

Brueys openly denied, that DeBrueys

and Oswald often met in the city’s
French Quarter, especxally aL a Greck
restaurant. .

- Pena’s story had changed quite a bit -

See INQUIRY, A9, Col. 1™

il malled: it:1n, Baton noug' ‘

!

“Times Herald in 1975 when the story

surfaced agein. (In the words of an

.FBI official; “there were.indications
~of deceptlon on.the part of Mr, Wal--
-ter” but '“the. results were .inconclu- -

sive becausa of- the hmxted number of o

Item—The ., is' '

_"“lntens!vely" investigating an alleged
.consplracy . against- King stemming

“from a*report by :a now-deceased un-

“dercover informant of ‘a southern. po-:
lice department. Immediately prior to -

Dr. King’s death,”. the - Teport. states, *
“he told his superiors that he had re- "~

_cently~ overheard :a :conversation be-; :
tween ‘members ‘of two'organizations' -
“irr-which~it-was—said-that—when-Dr-—

. King returned to Memphis they would
:be forced to kill him.” . -

. The fact is that the informant the
;1ate Willle-Somersett, did not tell his::.
superiors’ (Miami -police . and" Dade::"
“County prosecuting authorities) about
the - purported conversnt!on, untﬂ-f-
. nearly: three weeks after K.mg wa

Somersett did voice vague appre-'
_hensiéns about King before the mur:
‘der tg Miami Police Lt. Charles Sapp, '
as readers of last.October’s .issue of
Miamt :Magazine : ‘have ‘known - for_.
_months. But Somersett’s “control” of-
{icer, former prosecutor-Seymour Gel-.

Jber, nbw @ Dade County Circuit _Court—-

,Tmc msnmc'rom posr m Torit3,

judge, told The Wnshington Post Ln a
_telephone Intarview that he has strong .
-reservations about Somersett's report ™
: because “the story was not given to us
“until after King's death. I think that

makes it a Jot different.” .
Item—Solemnly statlnx that its in-
vestigation “has - “uncovered _other -
‘areas of possible assistance”to James |
,Earl Ray (now serving a 99year
prison term for King's murder), the

-committee declares: “‘According to

bank records, Ray’s safety deposit box -
in Birmingham . was .closed by some- .
one living in Baton.Rouge. At the
time of the closing, however, Ray was
living in Los Angeles.”
.. Weisberg, who has done. lnvestxga-
tive work for Ray-and spoken with
h:m, charges that “what they say here
is false.

“The bank deposlt bax was closed

‘ by a letter from Ray postmarked. Ba- "
. ton Rouge. The bank closed the box: -
" and threw the letter away. I think he,

wrote the letter in Los Angeles and’’
’-

- =

\ hls way

“to New' Orleans” -, . i
., Nona . of  this " lhomd ‘be’ taken 1o _'

.~ mean that there .are not:many ques.

tions to be answered if the House in. -
quiry Is to be - conducted. Bul as
George McMilldn, author of a book
about Ray called “The Making of.an
Assassin,” puts it:

"1 really don't think lhey should .
take things that have been cleared up. -’

- and talk about them so provocatively
“when they should know better.” -

The itemization-is - far-from com- -

" plete. In ,ope especially questionable
‘sentence, the committee has an FBI

ballistics expert testifying ~at. Ray's
guilty plea hearing (he didn't) about-
whether the fatal bullet (he said in an .
affidavit it was too distorted) came
from the rifle “allegadly” purchased"
by Ray.

Declares James Lesar Ray’s ‘erst-

- while attorney who szy's he still repre-

sents him: “Of all the things-that are.

. mot in dxspute it is that Ra)’ pur-.

'1

.chased the rifle . o '.l‘hey don t know
.the facts [of elther, nssasnnntloh] yet.'
So thoy're. nots evei in a ‘position to
Judge t'he credlbmtv of-- the people
who come to them.”

In still another dubious excursion;
the committae has now labeled a man
who not 'onL ago emergect from a psy-
chiatric- ward Georze de Mohren-.
schildt, as a “crucial witness” al-
though he had Just committed suicide.
Neither the AssdSsinations Committee
nor its staff ever Intervieweéd the man. -

a White Russian‘_\ivho hdd befriended
the Oswalds in'Texas in 1962." .

In fact, Iouse mve:tlgators possess
little more than a Dutch television
film tape ‘and one- tape cassette -
~allegedly” cosftaining a conversation
between de Mohrenschildt and Duteh’
joxﬁ'nalist Willem Oltmans. .

‘In‘a spate’ of interviews" since de °
JMohrenschildt’s deathr Tuesday after-
noon, Oltmans has been gquoting him'

In a spate.of.interviews since de

. tween Texas oilmen and. Oswald .in a -

" baroque : - kill: ‘Kennedy = conspiracy,

which also seems to have included
anti-Castro " Cubans and a truckmg
firm executive.

Curiously, by Oltmans’’ account de



Mohrenschildt did not come: up with
the story.until - : February—more than®
13 years after. the assassination but
only a few weeks after his release-
Deec. 30 from -the psychiatric - unit of
~ Parkland . Memor{al- Hospital. ‘And al-*:
-'though Oltmans-.quoted . de. Mohren- -
- schildt as saying Oswald took instruc- -
_ tions from him, that'is somewhat diffi- :
" cult ‘to’ square with the fact that the
*de Mohrenschildts were in -Haiti- at
the time of the Kennedy assassination
and had been there for about five
-.months. .They told the Warren Com-
_ mission théy Iast: saw the-Oswalds in’
April ‘of 1963 -and, * the. commission™.
"-found, “they; never saw. either of the
: Oswalds again” - .
i . Charges. Wexsberg “There’s not one .
thmg théy've come up with that has’
" established'relevance. They’ve been in
" business six:months,  they've. had a’
staff of 73. pecrple and they ¢an’t even'
read accurately from other people’s.
work. I have never seen a more total’
confession of bankruptey.” )
5 .. However that may be, the commit-
tee is clearly following the: “‘scenario”
.:laid out ata ‘Secret Mareh 17 meeting
< When'its sinceresigned chief counsel, -
- Richard ‘A, Sprague, warned. the mem-
;¥ ‘bers- that the potentially significant
items’ compiled thus far were mich
—'tooraw-and" uncorroborated-for- us-to—
be stating publicly.” .
... ..Rep. Samuel . L. Devine ‘(R-Ohio) re- - ,
- sponded bu suggesting that the com-
_mittee- might - take- some . of:--the s
.- “literally’ hundreds of undeveloped
~leads” on hand .and make hem ublic .’
1= in-bowdlerized fashiomn.: -
" That way, Devineé - suvgested ‘the™
committee~ could ‘let people know
that, ‘My God, they are onto some-
lhmg that is new stuff” . . .” <
According to  one weu -placed
‘sourve, ith Sprague gone the pres-
“sures to find a conspiracy are bound
Lo increase. This source says .Sprague,, :
“as an investigator, was actually “a
g.mﬂ.u.enr_e

: modérﬂ.tln
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