e

oy .. By George Lardner Jr.
3 ; - ‘Washington Post Staff Writer .
. The chief counscl of -the Housc as-
“‘Sassination mtlmr\ sald ycstclday the-

. commxttee Plans to buy” iwo, tiny $2--

200 transmitters: that can- be Sccrel]v

‘worn by Investigators.

The committee’s chief counsel, Rich-
-ard A. Sprague. maintained that the
.:.dcuccs._‘uag..ce(u‘g for_‘ecertain \ux-
-veillance activities” that lie is contems
T oplatimg-Hedenied-that they-would: be
- . used to make sceret recordings’ of ihe
'con\'msallons of;'u nsuq)cctm" \\'n
7 nesses.. i
*It=is- our int("nlmn in 'm;‘.km';‘,' ree-
ordings that we will advise cach indi-
vidual that we are recording the inter-
view."” Sprague said.
u Asked. why walkic-talkies. \'.'t»\lltl}l'l
. suflice. for surveillance, Sprague in-

), sisted that: there would be sllualmns

when investigators - w

. communicate: with-ong-.
- out tipping dn&onc off.
“A gdy’ might be !

step out .of A tap FoarnaLor cRAmplidy .

~commupnigate

said hg;cn-

-and you might want f;
T, . that raet” Spraguc “’d?‘

5 isioned -

“many’ sxlunhons" l
lorthcommg House investigation lnto
the ‘assassinations. of President’ "Keén:"
ncdy and: Martin Luther King-where'
“yvou, cannot -just call out-a window.
“(or) s, . pull out a walkie'talkie.”

ference “following a meeting of the

_House committee yesterday afternoon,

“Twhot

the former Philadelphia prosccutor
said he had in mind some individuals
“are-in -avsituation - where-.we __
_want to be oh\(‘x-vm;, what they are do-

m-: :\flu they,ve boen- intervogated.” ™

“Phe- ])lODOSL'd purchnscs “of - lh(-
““mini-phone recording d(,‘\‘lCC§ hml
raised ‘questions about the: commit--
tee's investigating tochmqum,

Sprague made his comments alter
Rep. Don  Edwards (D-Calif), chair-
man of the House. Jydi insv gin-
mittee on constitutio- »
_written a letter of |>Ol
poqsxble buggmg of
inquiry- ... ‘committe ,n!mn‘. .
-Thomas Downing (D-Va,),and to Vi¢e
- Ghairman Henry B. Gonzalez:(D-Tex:):

‘The cammittee held.ifs last meeting
-under Downing vesterday afternoon,
“hesimming-in puh?irsossinn;l)ul wind-

- l"

thc

Prcssed to elaborateat a press con- .

< ncem‘nw

. ing up amid strict -secrecy aL Spra-
. gue's, behest.
~phers-

.The ~official stenogra-
and- most. of -the - commlltcc
. staff,-as well. as the press and publie, -
were.ordered outside for thc rinal por- ;
“tion'of the.meeting... -, . 5
Downing, who is retxrlng from thc
House, refused later to comment on
the discussion beyond stating that it
was devoted to “a very sensitive mat-
ter” currently under investigation.
Earlier, after voting 6 to 2 to go into

“eibsed “Fesston~the—tommittee ~tent a—

lively adopted a 10 -page final report
10 the current Cohgress, out)ining.pro:
|)nscd avenues:of’ mqun'y for the pro-
“jected two- -year- investigiation. Down-
int’said there are “hundreds of unre-
solved. questions™ ‘in cach assassina
tion, some 600 by the staff's count in’
the King mndm and 330 in the case of
\i(l(m o "‘PV\

auntroy (D-D.C.)
a secret session

port-.although it is
saill To. coMain “no bombshells.”

_ Repts. .Christopher Dodd (D-Conn. Jand .

Charles Thone (R-Neb.) opposed the
closed hearing. The report is expeeted
to be made puhlx( after some flll.ll re-
mstons-onJan.



