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.. peéted mssassin’ used thatname whe:

«:;- herchecked-into’a rooming house near -

.sp}the hotel'where: King stayed on his fa- -
i 7 inootal visit'to Memphis.: o0 o

~‘ziguiniThose details emerged: in. a review

.- of 442 pages: of FBI files on investi-

=;; &ationiof‘the -April 4, 1968, ‘slaying of

. theclvil rights. leader.: The- FBI re- -

i L" 000 -pages_to comply. with requests

‘ s}.‘i}%du, the Freedom" of: Information

" baticARt. There was no 'indication wiven ‘ad- -:
© - qioeditional files would. be made public.
"1 .~5A House committee: is investigating
‘wors £he King slaying. o T S
7 ""'The first batch of papers dealt with -
.-, the investigation’s early days and did
‘ " npt refer to James.Earl Ray, who was
" . -arrested.in London on June, 8, 1968, -
-« .., ,and later pleaded guilty to Shooting -
221 gaugKing. Ray,-serving”.a 99-year -prison
=.sterm, has:since recanted and. is seek-
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1g to change his plea and go to trial.
A L: 4The papers showed that hundreds
4™ “of FBI agents chased scores of rumors
5 and tips and tried to use such clues as
"uzv- the shorts and a man’s T-shirt to trace-

¢ rthe killer’s identity. The underwear

-+~ was foundn a suitcase the assassin

" apparently left at the rooming house.

©  ae.anAgents called on the Textile' Mark-’

- r—-.,‘-c,»é_xfpg-Machme Co. of Syracuse, N.Y., for
g 5o help in tracing the laundry markings.

. -. The theory was that pinpointing the

" .insiianndry that washed the assassin’s un-
'y rflerwear might provide additional
" poiiclues.to his identity and whereabouts. -
-Calls to all of Textile’s sales repre-

3

.Iriend told agents “he has had_dreams

| . Thursday, Nov. 18,1976

.to:¢heck:out &' three-page list’of Jaun
:dries that might ‘have made tl;e'xqark-_

— Agents ;in';;-New‘x'-h ork . asked the

_ords on anyone named, 'John: Willard, =
“The.company came up withseven, all:
‘with-different’-middle: names :
stialg,, o0 Oy

“mined that: hé 'had:beert mowing-.hi

' Another John Willard in' Harlan;
"Ky,, was found to have an “excellent’

; Lmﬂsvllle"FBIhpffi_ce__re'bort_gd._‘j_;;,; s
" Very-little of the material dealt:

- an Air Force buddy who had “said he

‘the FBI to his friend.. -
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isooda system, 2
ne memo said:i Agentsiweére ordered’

n&gr.heg .documents‘ do' - not indicate:
hether: the ‘laundry. mark:was: ever:
racéd: Nor do they show  whether any’
‘of the John: Willards became"involved

in'thecase.. - .. ‘.

American' Express Co. ‘for. credit’ rec-:

~ini-

Agents found one '.Ejp'}ii_l Willard, a
home.-in Oxford,: Miss:;!’and - deter

lawn at the time King was shot.. ..

reputation,” and at ‘age: 65, with . a*

:“hurry  build,; receding hairline, gray .
.- hair.and. moustache,” he' bore mno.re- .

semblance to -the murder suspect, the;

with the possibility of a conspiracy to " |
kill King. Some memos indicated that *
agents investigated whether the Min-
utemen, a right-wing group, or the Ku
Klu Klan had planned the assassina-
tion. Léaders of both groups were in-
vestigated.

The FBI checked out scores of tips,
particularly after newspapers pub-
lished an artist's sketch of the sus-
pected assassin. . )

A tipster in San Francisco told of

would kill King if he .ever came to
Memphis.” A ,woman reported that
her hushand had -been told by an Abi-
lene, Tex., -service -station-attendant -
about & man who had stopped for gas
and “sald he was going to Memphis to
take care of the leaders- of the demon-
stration.” o

Then there was the tipster who led

_According to the ,doéuzhe’nts. the

of a personal nature for the past .18
months that invariably came true.
Early in the morning of April 6, he:
stated that he had a dream. or a.vision

*in'Whichshe: saw-two FBI ‘agents who - -

had a third person in _their- custody

. named (deleted) and who was identi-
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*Thé’agents Mrote without. elabora:

.ton, #'Nofurther- action beig -taken
‘on gla ye." AN
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