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_“erence F..O’Brien at the White|
“House was “the “man "to~ see.["
—~Similarly; Senator Robért- Dole|~

4rty chairman_ dor-{
f {Mr. Nixon's first|-
g}xé man to see -was|’

© term, but

{t'; Hocsa.‘s-tn!? were
- gh Republ.can Natxonal
Conmﬁttee

‘coming more “frequent reflect-
ing an unorthodox decision .by
- President Nixon- as -he- looks
- ahéad "o, thé" 1974 -Congres-
sional elections: For the time/,
‘least, the White
"House political operation - has
" been .disbanded, and the na-
ib;ee -undeér its new

chairman, . ‘George” Bush,, has
taken ‘over ;the Ixalson and
.patronage roles, "~ -

Historically,. the chairmen ofly

parties in power have’ lacked
clout.

- Under John 'F. Kennedy, . for
example, John M. Bailey was
the party chairman, -but Law-|

“wag-the. p
ing ‘most’

Harry S:'Dent,’ the White House
operative, - [
pent' Still Actlve .

Mr. Dent has returned to
Columbia, S. C., to practice
law, but 'he remains active in
-party affairs as the national
committee’s . general counsel.
_—_White House sourCes say he
“ _could_have_hisTold job  Back
any -time he wanted it, and
even in his work for the com-
mittee, he plags a key role.

“He remembers the names,’
a~ senior White House alde
sald this weck—meaning, pre-
sumably, that Mr. Dent knows
who. owes the White House
and whom the White House
owes.

But Mr. Dent spends-only a
few hours a weck on party
business, so the burden -falls
to Mr. Bush. Mr. Nixon is still
the party lcader, of course, and
he has made it clear to- staff
members and outsiders that the
former Texas - Representative
and- former United Nations
Ambassador i{s his man.

At a meeting with the House
Republican. Jeaders not long
‘ago, . for cxample, Mr. Nixon
went out of his way to tell
them to clear somcthing with|
© Mr. Busl It was not a legis-

land, indepenidents - who swelled|
Mr. Nixon'’s majority last -fall/g

—“to turn-the new_Nixon ma-
jority -into’ the - new Republican he
majority,”
an-interviéw

.a8 Mr. Bush said in

e ¥ i

this area . is-

in: indiana““ =T
Much of the detail Mork in

Kenneth Reltz\ a' young. politi-
cal ‘organizer: ‘who' won-plaudits
lat- -the. White- House. for. :his
work w:t.h youngwaterx i’ th

‘in . the. hands  of

¢ ‘lative matter; that remains . a|
White House prerogative. -But

-interests comclde with lhosc

' his own re-election, Mr. Nixon
no longer need concern himself}|

_cal organlzatxon

_to identify the White House
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“political and patronage ques-
~tions go to the committee.
Why the change? -~ ..
One Repubhcan politician
privy to Mr. Nixon’s .thinking

argues that “for the first time|.

in his. career, ‘the President’s

of the party.” .
. No Re-election Worrles
" With no need to worry about

with standing aloof from party
infighting, as he has done in
the past. So he no longer nedds
to have an independent politi-

“Thus, it ‘makes sense—or ‘5o
this line of argument gocs—

with the national party struc-
ture and work for the election
of Congressional candidates.
Mr. Nixon has also con-
cluded, accordmg to one of his

mm.a that—the—31972 suuu,gy
developed by H. R. Haldeman,
his chief of staff, and Clar,k

' MacGregor, head of the Com-

mittee for the re-election -of

1972 campaxgn, foliowmg his
‘successful handling of the.1970
senatorial campaign®of: Senator]s
William E. Brook™of Tgnnesses, |

Mr. Reitz’s_sssociation . wu:h‘

Mr. Brock and then- with' Mr
Bush,_and_theircommon. asso-

To ,which: one Wh!te House
offlcxal rephed - incredu du‘srﬁ
“That’s-apowee' ‘center?7:.
’I‘h,e new. structure nofwitha
standmg there aré- still_. dIsi:

.ciation with James- Allison, an-
‘other - “professional : - organizer,}=
has” 14 “to-complaints -abidtie: &

Southérn . Mafia” in  Republiz| Wh

can politics. A Middle Western
party chairman, for. example,
‘says that “it's all'a front for
ithe 1976. Brock campaign for
Prt;sident. and everyone knows
xt.’,_. S,

satifactions - among &ome party
0y du cant “even: get a,tele-
phone call- returned--from-.the
{& House - unléss- youre a.
Southemer > sald+ -L.. -~ Keith
Bulen;- the Indxana national
committeeman.“~“They._ don’t
care diddly-damn for us dr for
the state chairmen, either.”

IS Othera. mcludmzmmekuhe

WhrteHanse amwomed about
what ~they~ regard - as > a~ terr-|
dency to " enforce - ideologxcal
purity from the top down.——

- Mr. Bush concededthat that
was. one of his problems: Does
the committee decide early on|
whom it supports, he asked,
and then try to head off, pri-
maries? How mueh-does it rely
ronr local- judgment-of the state]
political scene? -
- -"“There -are a lot of miine
fields I.have_to walk through,"'
Mr. Bush-said. ”We have a lot
of unanswered - questions. -But

cooperatmn from _the - Wtute
House staff, and we: hav&mora_
Congressmen and Governors in-
this office in recent-weeks than -~
we've had in years. = .

Though he is a stanch loy- -
|alist, Mr. Rush apparently -in--
tends“to stand up to the widely
feared White House staff. Just
jafter _he took over,” according: -
to a colleague, the - White

.|House sent him the text of-a

letter with a peremptory note
telling him to sign it and send--
it out. He refused; and no such
ardmLha.ve_been forthcoming

so_far,_we haye_had_superb

since. e e
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