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15 Sep 72 ‘ Dean - H, 3/957
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mid would it start ]
“nat know. I said that
possible’ the return
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President was pleased
“WWell. that'’s helpful .2 T
\smts that the re
Democrats as part of the 1ve.
There was a brief discussion about the potential hearlnﬂq befor
Patman committee. The President asked me what we were doing to
deal with the hearings and T reported that Dick Cook, who ha
\\ orked on Patman’s committee staff, was working on the prob
The President indieated that Bill Timmons should stas } D
hearings, that we did not need the hearings before the e iy
The conversation then moved to the press coverage of the Water,
incident and how the press was really trving to make this into a
campaign issuc. At one poiat in this conversation T recall the P
telling me to keep a good list of the press people g giving us
beeause we will make life difficult for them after “the electi
conversation then turned to the use of the Intornal Revenue
to attack our enemies
made much use of hi

_responded to the effect,
ining to the President &

fe

awyers had filed agai

that the Domocm
the election we
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im ater He expressed some
noyance at the fact that
lson had also discussed:

this matter with him. |

The  conversation  then

turned back to a question
from the President regardin
the money that was paid to™
the defendants. He asked me

RE N2

how this was done. I told him’
~ I.didn’t know much about it
other than the fact that the
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.it was going

was possnble to
rather I thought:

t’hat Magruv

| re at the r
swhat was going on. ' commtittee I had assisted Ma-
& For example, when I had gruder in preparing his false -
rher rold hlm that Ithou.ght story for presentation to the
grand jury. I told him that
cash been at the
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myself were present T recall that one of the first things that Ehrlich-
man asked of Mitchell was whether Hunt's money problemchad been
taken care of. Mitchell said that he didn’t think it was.a’y
" further. There then followed a general discussion of th
the Sonaie hearings, and the dlSCUSblO]l never got do
It had been my impression that Haldeman and ]

ThlS did not oceur. \Iltchell sa
’plonn' very well with the exc

. twould appéar
rma.tlon from coming out of the V\’lnte I ,ou'sc.

0 meet Secrotar\ bh111t7. who Was comin
itry. I was also called out of'the meeting abou
e was sent to me bs Ziegler that it w PO
his had to’ do \\mh the statement’

tant he see
was runnin v
and Ziegler wanted
the meetmg and
cuss Gray’s commy
and Haldem
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mittee. I asked the President to excuse me from the mee

2 Har 73 (p. 2)

situation and, did not.accomplish anything. Rather itawas a fye-
eation that there would be rt to stop the covernp fiol
mg. I recall that Mitchell told"the President that he folt that
- problem that he niow had was the fact that he was taking a
eating. bosture on executive privilege ; that the statement

%¢ was too broad and that probably something
¢ his posture on thematter. . Gl ¥
1ggesting that members of the White House 20
Ty, rather that some more cooperative position he
id the adverse publicity. Tt was at this time that the
iat Kleindienst was supposed to be working thy
tor Baker and he apparently had not been doing
aid that Timmons had told him that a mémber o

Senator Baker’s staff was very desirous of a meeting to get gui
It was at this point that the Presiden <alled the Attorne:
and told him that he should get up to meet with Senat
soon as possible and get some of these problems regardi
privilege and the turning of documents over resolved W ‘the
mittee immediately. A fter the conversation with the Attorney (éner
there was a cohtinued discussion of how to deal with the Ervin com-
grIor'a | -
moment because I was working with Ziegler on a response to g state- *
ment that Gray had made. The President asked me what that was
about and T then ‘explained to him about Gray’s statement. I told him
what Gray had said and I also told him what the facts were. He ex-
cused me to use the telephone in his office and said that T should et
thatresolved as quickly as possible. Wl
When I returned to the conversation with the President, Mitchell,
Haldeman, and Ehrlichman. they were still talking about dealing with -

1

the Ervin committee. The President told me that the Wh
should start directly dealing with the committee and tha
up and commence discussions with Senator Er
of executive privilege. Ny,
I told the President that I did not think this would be wis
I was very much the party in issue with regard to the Judiciar
mittee hearings and that it would be unwise for me to go to t
and negotiate my:own situation. The President agreed and B
man said thathesvounld commence discussions. ; ¥
‘The meeting wwas almost exclusively on thé subject of how the-White
House should pesture itself vis-a-vis the Ervin committee hearings.
There was absolutely no indication of any changed attitude and it was
like one of many, many meetings I had been in before. in which the
talk was of strategies fot dealing with the hearings rather than any
effort to get the truth eut as to what had happened both before:June
17 and after June 17,7 = ' ; L
FEollowing this meetin

Frcels .
_‘C‘Sld(‘l’lf. 1t was apparent.tq;

thatéI had failed in turming the ] 'ound on this subject
Ehrlichman. and Haldeman beg: ver with regard to
ing with a new problem, which h : dDean. as the

; the situatio

are ‘of the fact that I'wa
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