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The Warren
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y ‘1] years ago—on September 27, 19._64

_Lthe

sidefit’s Commission” on  the Assassination ;of
: } :

iden ‘John F. Kennedy issued its final report,.con- -
> (ERat Lee Harvey Oswald was the assassin, that

one rather than as part-oF a conspiracy,! and
> never had been any link between him and his
S]]Lk Ruby. After nearly 10 months of inténse.
I owever, the Commission, presided over b the
stice of the Umted States, Earl ‘Warren,

b
¢ lé come .up with a motive for the.
tion. Tts principal coriclusion: ”Many factors -
{oubtedly involved in Oswald’s motivation for -
: ismatlon, and the Commission does not. belleve

n ascribe to hlm any one motiveor group of

l'l really do not know what happened in Dallas
i " y ‘November 22, 1963. Throughout the past

;Aon
g iconcerning~ Oswald,” Ruby, their. possible
it the Oswald arrested in Dallaswas not the”real”

and so on. Allegatidons havé been made that_

'flsmahon plot. As recently ‘as lastllune the
ier Commission, mvestlgatmg' the CIA’s

'(. le evidence of any CIA mvolvement
e |dre. serious reasons to.questlon not only the

lt was'carried out between D@ember 1963 and

B |

e er\ Cooper (R, Ky.), Rep. Gerald Ford (R, h/hch)

Ll nd John J. McCloy, a leading’ New: York
.attorney Of the group, four are now dead:
‘ussell, Boggs and Dulles. Ford is Presldent of

’:
’l ’veshganoh was as madequate andlfr

: s suggested by the Commnssxon s owi

m ",

compe-
mternal

f, 1964 by the seven Commissioners, careful- -
en: for polmcal balance and reputatlon - Chief.
% a:rren Sen. Richard Russell (D;Ga.), ISen John'

lwas )
Dhllas.

l

: sessxons

1

Commlssmn

In 1ts Own Words

e . N . ;
- A . . .

!

‘repdrll . AP

. .‘psychm trists), and other inte

The transcripts of the |Commxssnons executxve
. staff memoranda (mcludmg the highly
revealmg transcript of a-'session, with' a panel of -
lrnal documenits réveal the

- Commissioners-to,be consutned by cloubl and fears;’

troubled” by thelrdown ignorance; suspicious of the..
invéstigatory: wor performed for them'by the FBI and
the ~CIA;. lackmg clear “direction; worried ‘abdut a

competmg inquiry'in Téxas;land finally suffermg from

“people, .the. worl

a stunning, lack of conl"ndence in their own ability to

* producea report tgat would Be credible to the American- v
and forJ that matter, credlble to

~themselves. - |

The. fear of beu{rg dlsbelleved and of bemg trapped

" _-into endorsing thelprefabrlcéted conclusions of the FBI

I

Y l‘\lp, the likelihood ofconsplracxes the possibil-
ithat there may have been” more.than ore -

sahdlor the FBI had participated in or covéred up- -
iqdctivities, felt obliged to assert that there was’ :

:ommission’s coniclusions, but, more impart- -
quallty and integrity of the entire investiga- .

%

il Boggs (D, La.), former CIA Director-Allen W: *

.9—'

P hcreasmg doubts haye been raised about.the ~
q»F the conclusians reached. by the Warren £
Innumerable’ theories. have béen.con- .

and be its ofﬁcnal hxstory, or s0’it was thought.

‘and other intelligence - agencies—whose instinct to

protect themselyes was alreadyapparent—is a constant
theme running
dellberahons An rety was théir leit-mbotif, concealed,
i to be sure, in"the’ final publrshed report. Unable to

-dlsprove that, thete may have been a conspiracy, t

Cofnimission supported the’ FBIconclu51on that. Oswal
was the lone assadsin. The bOQk was to closé the case

The Commlssxon, as it tirns out} was-justified in 3

Clarence Kelley admitted that an~important piece of"

~'suspectmg the’ Ffl Only lthis ‘month FBI-Director

evidence—a’' hand-delivere letter -to the! FBI from

-. Oswald 10°days bgfore the assassination threatening to’

.

" eX ecuhve sessnons

8 States. On September 5,a gun was pomted e

‘blow up. the ‘Dallas police stlahon had been withheld .
. and then destroyeld What else, one has’a nght to ask,
‘was withheld and destroyed7

v The Commxssnon transcrrpts and ancnllary matenal

,dO more than paint, a vrvndlportrmt of uncert“nn and

3 dl—?ClSlOnS and yudgme

_0 Keenly aware ol domestic polntlcal consrde

‘before’ the onset
" which Lyndon’ Johnsc

|

how that a series of critical facts,

nts have beenkept away ffom the -

Amerlcan people Hére. aré] hxghllghts culled |from a .
j el’

Fde ‘of ;the 13 t

confused men. Thel){I

ations,

Warren was determi
>f the 1964 presidential cam
n would seek election i in

paign in
his own-
nght On Januaty;21
o along '
year it

too far and get 1rl{o the- mnddle of a campalgr

hrough he Commission’s secret

ved to complete the investigation -

1964 he told the Commr,sion: “1
. *think if this [the work on’ “the report] should go

nscnpts of “the’ Commrssrons S

-
o g

-
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- of gathering evidence,,

10

- : o

oot o .
would be very bad for the country' to have thls thing
-discussed” at that particular time.” The Commission

then dedided to set a secret June 1 target date. This

alone discredits the claims of the Comm'issi('n that,
indifferent to extrancous prcssurcs it, was interested
only in the truthiof what happened in Dallas.

e Warren’s initial position was-that the Commission

necded no investigators of its own, o subpoena power.

to.call witnesses or obtain materials, and no power to
grant immunity from prosecution. His concept was
“that “our job here is essentially one for the evaluation
JWecanstart with the premise
that we can rely upon; the reports of the various
agencies. “Led by Sen. Russell, howcvcr

never really -frepd itself from the informational

.monopoly held by these agencies, and partxcularly the ™
FBI. The Commlssnon——and Deputy Attorney General -

Nlcholas Katzénbach—weré convinced from the outset

" that the FBI was dehberaltely leaking information to the -

" press to construct the anti-conspiracy case rapld]y and

decisively in the*public mind; moréover, the Comimis-

. sion privately accused the FBI of attempting to impose

" sion’s general counsel,

.‘sion spent'four months debating just how

~®The Commxssmn s
" Edgar- Hoover!
mFormatmn from Texas offlcm]s that Oswald- might

|".. g . ‘
: F |
i

" its own anti-conspiratorial conclusions on the presiden-

tial panel. On January 22, J. Lee Rankin, the Commis-
exploded in sarcastic -anger
against the FBI's insistence that there was no conspira-
cy and that Oswald was the assassin. He said: “They
would like to have us fold up and quit . #*. They found

the man’ IOswald] There is nothing mére-to do. The -

Commissian supportsitheir conclusions, and we can go

on home and.that is the end of.it.” The Commissioners’.

suspicion, of course, was that the FBI, which had failed

“to inform the Secret ervicé- and the local police of

Oswald’s presenge in Dallas prior to Képnedys visit,

- could riot tolerate evidence of conspiracy. As a former

‘defector to the Soviet. Union and self—proc]almed

"Marxist and supporter of the Cubin -revolution,

Oswald, -in the Commissjon’s. view, should have been

placed -on the Secret Ser\hce list of persons. dangerous

to the Pres:dent Likewise, 'the evxdence shows that the

"FBI was aware of Oswald’s mental 'condxhon, havmg
previously mte viewed him: and his W\fe i

Eeme tejrlfled of IFBI DlrectorJ

After receiving. in lsecret session

have been an FBI undercover mformer] the Commis-

to approach

Hoover for a denial that would convince the public. A

formal statement by Hoover | leas not‘deemed suffi-

cient.
g mvestxgated

might lie if Oswald was, mdee‘d,‘an FBI informer. He
confessed to his colleagues that during his tenure-as
CIA director he would lie unider oath to everybody
except the President of the Umted States if he thought
it was in ‘the natnonal interest or in the interest of the

sl S

i

the

‘Commission ,oycrruled Warren on subpoenas But it

- Katzenbach wrote and asked [for] . ..
the effect that there was no foreign involvement, there

. .- with

. the same

The New Republic®

agency. :
e Rep. Ford provoked a near= uproar in the panel when, -
on Juge 4, he charged that outside forces were trying to.
pressure the Commission to de¢ide”in advance that'
Oswald was a solitary jassassin. In December,”Mr.!
a statement t_o

was no conspiracy . .*. a'growing volume now .
intent I "have come to no specific
-conclusion’yet:” A month later, with but one executive
session held ‘in the interim—its contents are still
classified—members of the Commission were meeting
with psychiatrists in ane forrto construct a psycholo;;
ical portrait of Oswald as murderer.

® The psychiatrists’ panel told the Commissioners that
Oswald might not have: assassinated Kennedy if
Marina, his wife, had treated him with kindness on the
eve,of the murder. The psychiatric Hypothesis was that

" Marina unwittingly, triggered Oswald’s disturbed -

personality.into his criminal act. This,was as close as the

Commission could have come to fixing on an assassina- -

tion motive', but it shied away from it in the report.

: The transcnpts 50 reﬂectlve of the age of Amerlcan t

" foreign conspiracyf

“cost 40 million lives.”
‘global catastrophe and domestic turmoil pervading the . -

innocence that died with John Kennedy, are ‘stark;-
drama. The Commissioners_are seized with doubts
about the probity of the FBI, whose reputation’ ha

rarely been questioned in the past. Justice Warren
recoils at the ldea of reproducing the gruesome

- photographs: of Kennedy's autopsy reports. A staff -
. memorandum’ tells’ the Commission, that if certain

rumors about the | ssassmahon——the possibility of a
are not quelled, they “could -
conceivably lead the country into a war which-could
So there was cold fear both of .

Commission’s work as it lpeered into the ynknownu
Also'there were grotesque touches. Joh J. McCloy,
for example, was continually telling the ¢ ommission
that he had to catch a plane to.London o IBrazil and
would have to be excused. Boggs found it difficult to
attendla session ber\ause a new governor was bemg
elected lin Louisiana.'Ford missed the. April 30 session
altogether” because he.was in Michigan on political
business. Even-at its second session, the Commission
lacked 'a copy of the Executive Order establishing it:
Warren had to use a clipping frorh The Washington Post.
The Commission worried at length about such prosaic

: matters .as parking space near its Maryland Avenue.

" headquarters in Washington, 'the possibility of borfow--
Paradoxically; " the Comm ssion feared that '’ '

- Hoover might feé€l that he was| beuL

.. ® Allen Dulles cautioned the CommxssxonEhat Hoover

ing clerical help from other government agencies so

- that itwould not have to pay, salaries, and the minimum

‘number of copies of the report to be printed at the least

v
u
r

’ possxblé cost.|'As a money-saving device, Dulles .~

proposed at oné point that the Commission hire a CIA

secretary ‘who was on maternity leave. Many casual

remarks show how much the. Commission "was an

) expressxon of the American estaplishment; its members‘
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fiergtzood each other "When the- name of Wllham T. -
' COIEm i, & Philadelphia lawyer, came |up for a staff i to.refuse to declassify the transcnpts oftheMay19and -
! appomt’men;t General Counsel Rankin explained, in - !
th é anguageo another day, that“hexsalco]ored}man

-
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There still are gaps.- The Nat:onal Archwes contmues

June 23 sessjons. The reason'given. The New Repx}bhc for

! (1 tl97~), President Ford named Coleman to be Y “personal and medichl files and s:mllar filed,”. the
: Séc[h ary. of Transportation.) c7 : 'I d:sc]osure of which-would, under the provisions of the
: | The Walrren Commission was appomted by Exécu- " law,” “constitute a clearly unwarranted invasion of

tiy 'Order111130 on November 29, 1963.-This' was a personal privacy.” There was no clue as to |whose

fe
]

tléS‘ to s tlUp their own court of i mqunry—as much as -
’ an}}thl ng else to clear the name of Texas in theKe nedy
trhgedy g l‘mson may have been unaware at the-time :
th'a‘t by's
(t 5l in

: thLe

day dfter]ohnson had encouraged Texas authori- pnvacy m:ght have béen jeopardized.

:In the case’of the Jupe 23-transcript, The New \epubh(

Archxves varsnon of the Natxcnal Archives, that it was
bemg held back on, the request of the CIA. Smith’s

t'tmg in motion two paralleimveshgat:ons he
letter smd in Fart

{mg rivalries that, in the long run, complicated -
all investigation effort. For a-time, the, Warren .
ul?n and the Texas court of inquiry, ‘unbe-
_td the public, were. not even onr sPéakmg
)day Texas officials still feel that, for t}le sake
tfmate result, and given leads they wanted’
15 they should not have been completely 5
froem the Warren Commission’s work. This-
ic ‘vbecameludlcrous for months members of the .
| Commission were afraid to go to Texas to-
f the scene of the’ mvestxgatnon lest they be -
»ed by the Texas authorities.
Marren Commission is, known to have held 13

ové
.. le transcripf oflhr éxecutive spssion of ]une 23 1964, is

(vz!hht’ld from reseaych mid?r 5 USC 552 (b) (1) as ntm’nded
'ialters Hiat are v . s enfxmlly authorized- under Jmfrrm
esl‘nblxshm’ by-an Erpcuhve Order'to be kept secret'in the interest of
“national defense ar foreign policy nnd are in fact proprrly tIassxfmd

[or access, the franstript was reviewed by the Central Intelligence

Agmcy bécause..it rflaies to Yuri'Nosenko, the Soviet defector. In

response to our request. for a review of the transcript the CIA asked

that The request.for dccess bé denied ‘in order to protect sources and
- piethods and.other m[ornmhon relnlzd to our operational equities.’

sessnons PR Pecember 5, 1963- And The CIA [urﬁxersh;led that the transcript warranted classification

A..tr'z

){S>lbl°}i Rat it met on other, unhrecorded, occasions.
hus it he l’nventory of the Records of the President’s,
mmission on the Assassmahon of President Ken- -

=

s =

Cc’)rﬁnﬁ ssi n s work is-still wrapped in secrecy that it is
p

T

; ma_ ? v 1&; ble for research only in'1974 and 1975. The-

T
~ 0~

at Ihe Cmf]xdenh
11652 and Pn’mplmn from the general declassification_schedule
pursunlnt to section 5 (b (2) nnd (3) of the Order. ... .”

A -

e18 i964. But so| much concerning. the

. Commnssnon doduments asa KGB official who defected
! lnSSUEd by the National Archives in. 1973, lists. ' from.the Soviet Union-in 1964; :provided both the FBI

K3 »
;; P 1y 1;,5"n"eetlngs An emergency meeting, called by. and 'the. CIA with a certain  amount_ of information
5 afreniinutter secrecy on January 22, 1964 to dnscuss
1 C iy A .. concerning the period Lee Harvey Oswald, himself-a
: 4 in ation that- Oswald may have;been an ‘FBIL. -
- L it _defector; spent in.the Soviet Unién, between 1959 and .
| infdfmer, S'nothsted by the Archives. In'response toan;
i L ] .1962. It should be noted however, that, to the end, the
! ing |r by TheNew Repubhf,aspokesman explained that . <
: : - Warren Commjssion remained. dissajisfied with the
o th tr n chpt was “discovered” subsequently Tts” top .
j mformat:on it ‘could obtain about swald’s stay in
- se cla dification was lifted only on March 1471975.
- Jrss ) - Russid. Howevé;r, an, mternal Comm1551on memoran-
i Ll 1e| -here is no -4ctual transcnpt of .the final * dum, dat d} ne 24,1964, N (s ik
' -_Se. be1 {18, 1964 -séssion. There are, howéver, %Y atetl june. HRaKES, Ehis plin ¥
: mf 3thns meeting, which throw 'addmonal and MostofwlmlNosenko iolrf!he FBI canfxrn'S uf*/mf we alteady
: diét rBir " ight ori the proceedings. . ‘= ., !

. Bk Itnow from ather sources and st of it does not x%_vplm' important
he ! aitlonal ‘Archives began declassxfymg the * facts, with one extremely significant exception.
hléc i t§ in.1968, but the most sngmf:cant ones were |

‘sc iftéforma comprehensible narrative only when-  coritact-vith him.was made, numnplml or.contemplated after he loft

i pdled asawhole. ThlSlS why researchers and".

sifwho until recently- had access.only to three
! jt and one setof minutes declassified in1968,

4

H

F iied in their efforts to produce a coherent

L. opinion on ers;' pomts is especially valuable because, according to
~ his own Ieshmon/ at least, his position with tie KGB was such that

' F the Commission’s activities. It is necéssary

he bulk of the material—including the staft” | Nosenko's smmn;’nl‘ fo the FBI con[:rms our mforn-ahnn from

1 the meeting with the psychxatrnsts paneland ~ . . other’sources in the foIIowmq recprds : v

>rnal, memoranda—to be aple to understand - Prior to Oswald } arrival in Russm in the fall of 1 959 he had nor
of . mind_ in which the Commxssnoners _cOntacts with’ ‘agetits of the - Rhssian “government or of the

A | . : S - Inh'nm_hgnnl Commumsf party wha were in turn in contact with

1
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e Y
'
N
\

N

f

' W4thholdxng the May 19 transcript was that it related to .

_was advnsed by lettér from Jane Smith, director, Civil

" pursuant to'such Eriruhve Order.” In response to a previous request

level under Hre criteria .of Executive’ Order

Y'Jm Ivanovth Nosenko ~1dent1f|ed in mternal‘t

his exception is
Nosmka s statement that Lee’ Harvey Ostoald was never trained or i
used as an-agent of.the Soviet Union for any purpose and that no

* the Soviet Uman and re!urm-d to. the United States. Nosenko’ s

" had there been i any subversive relationship between the §ovw! Union -
- and Oswald, he would have known abont-it." : *




“abnormal.’ S -

| i
12 ! { -,

the Russian government. (Onr [udependent sources on this are
extremely'weak, however. We sim ly do not have rruch information

‘on this particular subject.) .
.Nosenko was shown certain poannj of our file on Oswald :

mrludmg a section which stated that Oswald received a monthly

subsidy /rom the Soviet Red Cross.:On seeing this statement,

Nosenko ct comme ented !/m[ it is normalipractice in HM’ Soviet Union to.
make payinetds to emigres and defectors in order'to assist them to
enjoy a better standard of hvmg than ordinary Soviet citizens
engaged inFimilnr occupations.-(Nosenko'also said that the subsidy

‘Oswald rdeivid was- probably the minimiunm: given ‘under such
“circumstantes leus is news to us, dlthough it'is not m(ansxsh’nl
with other mformnlan we have.)

i
Oswald was in pessession ‘of a gqun which was used to shoot
rabbits while lw was hvmq in Minsk. (Nosenké said he learned this

- upon reviewing Oswald’s file after the assassination of Prrsuir'nl
- Kennedy when, umirr the circunitstances, he Ionl\ particular note of

this fact.) . o

Tlu' KCB in Moscow, affer mm[yzmq ‘Oswnld erouqh
various interviews and confidential informants, defermined that
Oswald was nf no use to Hu'm and }lml he appmmf ‘somewhat

/mrfh/ after. Hu‘ assassination, Nosenko was called to his
n[[m’[or the purpase of determining whrfh(’r his dvpnr[n'rn! had any
m/arnmhmx concerning Oswoald. Whbn a search of the office recorils
disclosed that information-was javailable, h’[ephom' contact was

immediately made with the KCB branch. of[m' in Minsk. The

!

branch’ o[[m' d:flnh’d a cunmmry of the Oswnld file to Mnsmw over

i
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the te lephond. This summary included a statement that the Mmsl
* "KGB had erideavored to ‘influence Oswald in the right direction.”
This statement greatly alarmed the Moscow office, especially in
_view of their instructions to Minsk-that no action was to be taken on
Oswald except to pnss:vrlv nlrsrrqr his activities. Accordingly, the
complete Oswald, file at Minsk was ordered to be flown at once via
military aircraft to Moscow for examinption. It turned out that all
this statement referred to was that an u}xrh' of Marina Oswald, a.'
lieutenant colonel in the local mtlx.‘m at Minsk, had'approached
Oswald and suggested that he not be too critical of the Soviet Union
when he returned to the United States.} . :

Inasmuch as the above staff me'morandu-m written
the day after the Commission held its secret meeting on
June 23, covers most of the ‘material discussed by the
Commissioners, it remams unclear why the actual
Commiission transcript remains classified.. It does;-of-
.course, ‘help to build the FBI’s' and the CIA’s no-
conspiracy case, but in this instance the intelligence
agencies evidently preferred to conceal their informa-
tion sotirces and methods. Interestingly Nosenkois ot -
even mentjoned in the pubhshed Warren report. :

In any event, it is unknowh what else the National ~ -
Archives has withheld. The Kennedy records.add up to
360 cubic feet "of material. Much. of it remains
uncataloged in the publiciinventory. According to Sen. ‘
Richard S. Schweiker (R, Pa.), 152 Warren Commis- |
sion items still remain:classified in the Archives;”
including.. 107 FBI and 23 CIA® documenits.
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