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— Here are excerpts from a re-

cent interview with retired U.S.
Chief Justice Earl Warren. -

Q. Mr, Chief Justice, in re- .
cent years critics have contend-
ed the Supreme Court decisions
coddle the criminal and encour-
age’ crime. What do you say to
this from your perspective?

A. T am of the opinion that
the decisions of the courts, and |
I am speaking now of this court |

in particular which has -estab- |’

lished guidelines for the court- |
room, have in no way adversely |
affected the prosecution of |
crime. Certainly, every man is"|
entitled to a lawyer . . .

A man, whether he is a Com-

" munist, or a fascist, Ku Klux

K_lanner, or whnatever it' fnight |

. protected in the courtroom and

if his rights cannot be protécted |
in the courtroom, the rights of
no one can be secure.

Q. Do you feel that police
techniques have been improved
as a result of court decisions? |

A. I think that the work of |
the police has been improved |
through the years. I think it is |
on a higher standard now than |
it was when I first went into the |
law-enforcement  business
most 50 years ago and I am
very hopeful that’it will contin-
ue to. improve through‘ the
years. i
Q. Mr. Chief Justice, you|

+ have complained about the lack

of support given law-enforce-
ment authorities. How serious |
do-you consider the problem to- |
day? !

A. If anything, 1 consider:it |
more serious today than it was |
then because the police today
have-a tremendous prob-
lem. The police are entitled to |
respect and asslstance because
most of them are good people |
and are carrying a terrific bur- |
den and they are entitled to the -
suppert of the public at all |
times. .

Q Were you at times impa- |
tient that state and federal offi-
cials were not responsive
enough -.in the desegregation
matter?

A, I some parts of the
country, yes. One couldn’t help |
being impatient when he would

Ske the orders off, the court |

et

‘any

flaunted and just net ‘obeyed in |

sense of the word and

where illegal things were
changed in form but not in |
substance and carried on. Of |
course, one feels frustrated at|
that, but there are so many |
things that have happened to,
encourage one who has been in |
this field that I think, on the |
whole, much progress has beenl i
made. ¥

', soimetimes have gone too far?

al- |

Q. What would you list, Mr.
Chief Justice, as the Supreme~
Court’s most important decision®
in your 16 years here? Was it
the school desegregation or re-:
apportionment? :

A. T think the reapportion-
ment, not only of state legisla-
tures, but of representative gov-
ernment in this country, is per-
haps the most imporatnt issue
we have had before the Su-
preme Court. If everyone in the

country has an opportunity to
participate in his government
on equal terms with everyone
else and can share in electing
representatives of the entire

community and not some spe-

cial interest, that most of these |
problems that we are now con- |
fronted with would be solved |
through the political process |

rather than through the courts.

'..Q. You have said the por-
nography was the court’s most
difficult area, Why?

YA, It's the most difficult

~area for the simple reason that

we have to balance two consti-

tutional rights with each other .
. . you find it very difficult to

write a verbal definition of what |
obecenity is | . . The court has
done its best, but the people on :
both sides of the question will |
stretch it just as far as they can |
and make tremendous prob—':
lems.

Q. Do you think that the
people who peddle pornography |

" only an outside chance and had
~ 1 been nominated, of course, I
. would like to have been elected

A. Yes! Seme of the thmgs ‘
that' go through the mail, some ¢
of the things that are sent tfo
my home are just unspeakable
and under no decision of this
court are they justified, but still
nobody seems to do anythmg
about it.

Q. Is it up to the pustal au-
thorities, or is it a weakness in
the law?

A. Well; I don’t like to point
the finger at anybody, but it is .
a.question of law enforcement
and those who say the Supreme
Court has put its approval on
obscenity are just not aware of
the facts because the court has
specifically said that obscenity
is not protected under the free
speech clause of the Cons‘utun
tion.

Q. Mr. Chief Justice, looking
back, would you rather have
been Pre==1dent°

S ket

-n.-,

\#ll T'never was mfectecl i

really ‘with the fever to be

President. I-was in a few pri-
mary elections and I was per-
fectly willing to be nominated
it there was any chance to be

“nominated, but I never felt that
' there was, any real chance of

my being nominated. It Wwas

and served as President, but I
never felt the loss of it and that
did not occur to me . . .

Q. Mr. Chief Justice, do you
believe the Bill of Rights would

. be ratified if it came to a vote

today?

A I think probably that
there would be a great debate
over some of them because we
have never taught our youngs-
ters in the schools . . . where
the Bill of Rights came from,
why it is there, and what its
purpose is in society . . . But I
do believe that, on sober second
thought after a great debate,
that the American people are
wise enough to retain those
rights that have made this coun-
try the greatest in the world.

Q. To what extent would
vou say that our government is
on trial foday?

A, I think that all free gov-
ernments are on trial and per-
haps always will be.

Q. Mr. Chief Justice, what
are some of the forces which
challenge a free society today?

A. 1 think that perhaps the
most important force is the
force of apathy . . . I have no
fear at all of our fliture as long
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| as people are mberested in gov-
ernment.. -

Q. What do you say to crit-
ics who say the court, by its
decisions, has- dealt a death
blow to states’ rights?

. A. On the contrary, I think
that the Supreme Court has es-
tablished states’ rights. What
does reapportionment do but es-
tablish states’ rights? It estab-

" lishes in the states the power to
govern themselves. . . .

Q. Mr. Chief Justice, you
once said there should be com-
pulsory retirement for all pub-
lic officials. What are your
views now?

A, T stil] believe that com-
pulsory retirement is a good
thing because in my opinion the
strength of our institutions de-
pends on infusing new blood
into them all the time and I
don’t like to see people stay in
public office too long. But I do

_ want to see the compulsory re-
tirement in all branches of the
government, not just in the ju-
diciary. _

Q. Do you have any sugges-
tion for a retirement age?

A. Oh I don’t have any defi-
nite age. I suppose 70 or 75,
somewhere in that range. I'm
over either of thém now, you
know.

., Q. Youre70 ...
., T8

. :Q. Someone once said that

. the, Warren Court will rank in

+ history as the court of the peo-

. ple. Is that the way you would
like the court to be remem-
bered?

A. T would like the court
throughout its history to be re-
membered as the court of the
peaple.
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