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Fortas Has Good Record

For Unpopular Causes

WASHINGTON — When+ar.
nfan is down, everyone rushes

in:to kick him. It is the pop-
to“d

ular and ccrwardly thi
So, in the
case of Jus-
tice Abe For-
tas who re-
sSigned this
week  under
pressure,
there has
been a hand-
wagon rush of
v i tuperation,
some of it by 2k
members of DR RS
Congress who have taken fees
from questionable sources |
and by an attorney general
who still has not given a clear
explanation of why he blessed
the Natural Gas case after
the Nixon law firm, of which
he and the President are |
sienior partners, received '
$771,120.83 from El Paso, thelr
lorig-time clients. !

When a man’s down, hes
de‘am But I for one do not
intend to be part of the For- |
tas»klckmg brigade. ;

A man’s life should- be |
judged not by one act alone. |
‘ﬂmd mistaken as Fortas
was'in-taking a-fee from Lou |
Wolwson, I Tecall” some oth- |

du.S. Re portedly-Prohibits
Pubhshm Fortas Letters

.instances .when Abe,stood

tn be’ connted ‘at” a"’*lune
wheéh few others stood w1th
him. :

There was the case of Doro-
thy Balley, the lowly civil
service worker in the De-
partment of Commerce who

was'lattacked by the senator
from - Wisconsin, Joe McCar-
thy, as a Communist and was
not given a chance to face
her accusers. It was not a
popular case. No one had
ever heard of Dorothy Bailey.

No one cared very much about

her. But an important issue
was involved — namely, the
right to face those who ac-
cuse you.

And Abe Fortas, with his
pariners, engaged in an, ex-
tensive, time-consuming bat-
tle to defend this obscure
civil servant. They took' no
fee and paid for all expenses
out of their own pockets. In
the end, they won.

It was a vitally important
landmark case involving the
rights of all Americans. But
those who now rush in to kick
the prosirate figure of Abe
Fortas did not lift a finger
to'help in those days. In fact,
the present President of the
United States was one of the
:enjmusiastic aqplauders of the

WASHINGTON (AP)—The Justice Department warned !
the Washington Post not to publish an exchange of corres-

pondence hetween Abe Fortas and: Louis E. Wolfson—letters
the department mistakenly believed had been obtamed by

the Post, the newspaper says.

In todays editions the newspaper reports the Justice
Department obtained the correspondence by subpoena from

Wolfson, now in prison.

Fortas resigned from the Supreme Court Thursday
under the pressure of criticism about dealings with Wolfson.

In calling about the letters, the newspaper said, “the
Justice Depariment “warned the Post that it would consider
it a violation of law to publish them.”

“The Fortas-Wolfson correspondence surfaced yesterday
when a Justice Department official called the Post to ask
how it obtained the documents,” the newspaper said.

“The official said a lawyer for Wolfson had called to
complain the documents must have heen leaked to the
press. The Post informed the Justice Department it did
not have any such documents in its possessmn and that the

lawyer wag mistaken,” the news;:aper said. .

*ra iy .

late senator from Wisconsin
ven-went: {0 his'defense
n the senate moved to-
ward censure.
»There was another mstance
w?hen Abe Fortas stood 1ip to
b,e counted, when Dr. Ow
Liattimore, a Johns Hopki
professor, was singled out by
Joé McCarthy as a Commu«
nist: Lattimore was an expert
on Mongolian and Chinese re-
lations, had been a history
teacher of oriental affairs.
However, McCarthy, m his
desperate determination. to
find someone conmected w1th
the'state Department who was
a Communist, jumped on Lat-
timore as hard as the critics
are jumping on Fortas today.
Once again the Fortas law
firm: defended a man unjustly
accused, did it with their own
moﬁey, their own time, and
won. It took five years to fight
the Lattimore battle. He had
been~ indicted for allegedly
perjuring himself about using
Laughlin Currie’s office ten
years before. No other law
firmi in Washington had the
guts to stand up and defend
Owen Lattimore against. the
agery of the all-powerful
S& McCarthy at that time,
‘There have been other&ccn—
tributions to mankind: in ‘Abe

‘Fortass lifes He did not rise

: nd eminence om‘-
Interior - Department un der

. Harold Ickes, defending Indi-

ans, reclaiming Western land,

* developing parks, constructing

some of the great power pro-
jects of the nation.
ZAll this cannot be washed
down the drain of man’s fickle
memeory overnight, thanks to
one ill-considered fee. -
True, Abe lived high on the
hog. ‘In his latter years, he
bought a big house on R
Street from Betsy Burden and
had to meet payments on a
sizable mortgage. He redecor-
ated the house and hbuilt a
swimming pool—all of which
cost money. And he got' in-

volved in a real estate deal
which went sour. Interest

:rates escalated. He had a

hard time meeting payments.
This is no excuse. I offer it
as no alibi. But the: score
should be balanced. The past
should not be forgotten.
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Justice Fortas has:net “ap-
peared on television and told
of his little dog and his wife’s
cloth coat and the drain on his
finances, as did another publie
figure to explain why he took
—and kept—$18,000, which
was highly unethical and proh-
ably illegal.

Nor did Fortas let his broth-
er secure a $205,000 loan from
adefense contractor, as in the
case of Don Nixon — a loan,
incidentally, which Howard
Hughes has now wiped off as
a bad debt.

_Nor did Fortas operate a fa-
mous farm at Gettyshurg
wiiere three ¢il men paid the
salaries of the farm hands,
the farm manager, the cost nf
feeding the prize black angus,
all to the tune of around $2,000
a month.

Fortas was wrong. But in
tabulating the score of life and
politics it should be noted that
he did some great things for
himanity and others who ate
now throwing stones have
been wrong on occasion.

Ir IS INTERESTING fo
note that President Nixon has
not deserted some of his old
friends who contributed to his
famous $18,000 expense fund
when he was a congressman.
Listed by the White House as
trustees of the “Richard Nix-
on Foundation” are Herbert
Hoover Jr., formerly with Un-
ion .0il and a substantial con-
tributor to the Nixon fund;
Earl Adams of the Los Ange-
les:law firm of Adams, Duke
and Hazeltine, and Jack
Drown of the Drown News
Agency in Los Angeles. . . .



