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Fortas Associates
Linked to Gambllng

By JEAN HELLER
WASHINGTON (AP) — Prior
to taking his seat on the Su-
‘preme Court, Abe Fortas was
an officer of a company incorpo-
rated by individuals linked with
Las Vegas gambling operations.
One of the individuals Jater was
indicted for perjury in the Bob-
by Baker case. .
Other officers of the company,
Greatamerica Corp., contribut-
ed to the $30,000 fund set up to

finance a series of lectures by
Fortas at American University!
here last summer. Fortas got|
half the money. |

Greatamerica, a holding com-'
pany for insurance firms, was
the parent company of Texas-

based Braniff Airways. In addi-’

tion to being an officer of Great-|
america, Fortas was, durmg'
1965, a director of Braniff. After
he left the company, a spot on,
the hoard of directors went to,
Paul A. Porter, Fortas® former!
" law partner. Porter still held|
that position last year.

IT WAS LAST year that the
Civil Aeronautics Board and
President Johnson granted a lu-

. crative trans-Pacific route to
Braniff despite the recommen-
dation of a CAB examiner that
Braniff not get any such award.

The CAB chairman who con-
curred in the Braniff award is a
former member of 'a Houston
lat# firm with ties to Johnson.

These facts were disclosed in
an-Associated Press investiga-
tion’of the past business activi-
ties of the beleaguered Supreme!
Court Justice.

Fortas announced his resig-.
nation from the colirt today fol-|
lowing intense pressure and|
threat of impeachment.

His action followed disclos-
ures that while on the bench

. heraccepted, then returned 11
mbnths later, a $20,000 fee from
.the family foundation of Louis
Wolfson, whe later was convict-'
.ed of stock manipulation,

FORTAS’ involvement in the|
*companies can be traced to 1862
whién Greatamerica was incor-|
porated in Nevada. The incorpo-
ration papers, dated -April 27,
1962; list Forfas as the compa-
nyls: vice president, general
cdirisel and a director.
_ Yéarly reports filed in Carson|

City?'show Fortas remainea an
officer of Greatamerica .until|,
sometime between, July 1965 and |
June 1966. Records for the fal-|;
lowing year indicate that affer
Fortas resigned Dennis Lyons
assumed Fortas’ former posi-
tions with the company.

Lyons, an attorney with Ar-
nold & Porter, Fortas’ former
Washington law firm, told AP
he became vice president, gen-
eral counsel and director of
Greatamerica in May, 1966. It!
could not be defermined
immediately whether Fortas re-
tained his spot with the compa-
ny. until then or had resigned
eai'lier
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FORTAS took his seat on. the
court in October 1965.

Dne of the 1noorporators of
Gfeatamerica was Clifford::A.
Johes, Nevada lieutenant gover-
nar from 194754 and a part own-
erjand then officer of the Thun-
derbird Hotel in Las Vegas. -

?‘he gambling license issued
tozJones and a partner in the ho-
te] was revoked by the Nevada
Tax Commission in 1955 on
gmunds that underworld figures
had an interest in the hotel. The
decision was later overturned
by the Nevada Supreme Court

Dl\ JAN. 5, 1966, Jones vsas in-
ditted for perjury in connection
wx_th the grand jury investiga-
t1 . of Bobby Baker, former

cretary to Senate Democrats.

’Blaker was indicted the same
ddy for conspiracy, tax evasion
afid. fraudulently converting to
his‘own use nearly $100,000 from
California savings and loan_ex-
ecutives who thought they were
making political contributions.

Jones was named a co-con-

Elrator in that indictment. Bak-
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later was convicted of failing
pay tax on the $100,000.
Jines’ case has not come to
trial, i
JFortas was Bakers’ attorney "
until Johnson became president|.
in 1963. At that time he with-
drew from the case.

LEGAL SOURCES say incor-
poration 'papers frequently are,.
handled by attorneys who- se-|
Ject the individuals to serve as
mcorporators

‘The chairman of the hoard:
al prgmdent of Greatamerica

at the time of its ncorporation:

was Troy V, Post. The.compa-
ny’s fiscal 1964 Teport lists Gus-
tave Levy as a director. Both
men held their posts through fis-

cal 1968 when Greatamerica and
its subsidiary, Braniff, were ac-
quired by the conglomerate
Ling-Temco-Vought. Paul Por-'
tér's name appears as a direc-!
10 of Braniff in 1967 and 1968. |
iLast year, Porter collected:
$30,000 to finance Fortas’ lec-
tyre series. Five men contribut-

eg.*to the fund. Two of them
m;,-gn Post and Levy.

hxI\«IERIC.ﬂL‘\r University Uffi

cials  told the Senate last year
that “Fortas * gof §15,000 ' of the
fund and the university got the
{other half,

Also last year, a CAB examin-
er held exfensive hearings on
the eagerly sought Pacific air-
line routes. When he recom-
ymended the awards, Braniff had
no share of the plum,

However, when the CAB and
Johnson announced the final
awards, Braniff got a route to
Hawaii through Mexico City and
Acapulco, increasing its air
route mileage by about 200 per
cent.

The chairman of the CAB
when the award was made was
John Crooker Jr., a Houston
lawyer and a former partner in
the firm of Fulbright, Crooker,
Freeman, Bates and Jaworski.
Leon Jaworski has acted as a
personal attorney for Johnson.

‘ed to the CAB in March 1968 to
fill an unexpired term. Just a
little over 'a month later, far
{from the end of the term, John-
son renominated him for a full
six-year term beginning this

‘CROOKER first was appoint-|”

\year.

Several Repubhcans, led hy
Sen. Robert P. Griffin of Michi-
gan, strongly objected to the re-

momination on the grounds that

the new president, whoever he

might be, ought to be able to

name his own CAB chairman.
The word was passed that dis--

cussion of the matter would be

delayed, at least until after the
political conventions. However,
on Aug. 2, with most Répubh»
cans in Congress already out of
Washington and in Miami Beach
at the convention site, Crooker’s
nomination went to the Senate
floor and passed.

Affer Nixon took office, he
threw out the Braniff award on
grounds it was not economlcally
justified. . Lo R
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