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FPORTAS' RESIGNATION
ACCEPTED BY NIXON

«. By JOHN.D. M'CLAIN .

- SWASHINGTON (AP) — Justice Abe
Fartas under mounting pressure and the
threat of impeachment proceedings, an-
nounced today his resignation from the Su-
preme Court and President Nixon accepted
it effective immediately.

Reaction from Congress, the center of
often-severe criticism, generally was favor-
able although some members continued to
call for an investigation of Fortas’ relation-
ship with now-jailed financier Louis E.
Wolfson.

WHITE HOUSE PRESS secretary Ron-
ald L. Ziegler said Fortas’ letter of resigna-
tion: was received about 5:30 p. m. yester-
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day, a short time after Chief Justice Earl
Warren telephoned “to advise the President
that a lefter of resignation was forth-
coming. . . .”

Fortas also sent Warren—the man he
cnce was nominated to succeed—a letter of
explanation of his actions in accepting and
then returning 11 months later a $20,000 fee
trom: the Wolfson family foundation.

“Fortas’ letter said he informed the
foundation of his intention to end the ar-
rangement shortly after learning the Secu-
rities; and Exchange Commission ‘‘had re-
ferred Mr. Wolfson’s file to the Depart-
ment of Justice for consideration as to crim-
inal" prosecution.”

THE LETTER, MADE public today by
the Supreme Court, said Fortas’ agreement
with the foundation “contemplated” he
would receive $20,000 a year for life for his
services.

But the justice added he decided in June
1966, five months after receiving his first
check, that he couldn’t continue to work
for the foundation and that the agreement
should; be terminated.

And he said' he had “not interceded or
taken part in any legal, administrative or
judicial matter affecting Mr. Wolfson or
anyone associated with him.”

Wolfson, a former Fortas law client,
now is serving a prison sentence for violat-
ing federal securities laws. The fee was
given Fortas while Wolfson’s activities were
unders, government investigation and. re-
turned#afterstlie" financiepmas mchcted

SEN. ROBERT P. Griffin; R-Mich., who
led the fight that blocked Fortas’ nomina-
tion last year as chief justice, said in a
statement today: “Again, the infinite wis-
dom and foresight of our founding fathers
in establishing a system of ehecks and hal-
ances has been confirmed.”

“Although this has been a tragic and
unfortunate episode in our history, I am
confident the Supreme Court and the judi-
clary will emerge with the respect, strength

. and vitality that are sop essential in these

times.”

But other congressmen—including Rep.
Clark MacGregor, R-Minn., who called ¥es-
terday for a pre~1mpeachment proceedings
investigation, and Sens. Richard S. Schweik- |
er, R-Pa., and Paul Fannin, R-Ariz.—said
today the incident will not be closed until
all details are revealed fully. '

Ziegler said Nixon discussed the remg—
nation this morning with Atty. Gen. John
N. Mitchell and White House counsel John
D. Ehrlichman bu; said he had no idea
when the President mlght nominate a
successor.

The resignation of a justice under pres—
sure is unprecedented. There has been-only
one 1mpeachment trial of a justice—Samuel
Chase in the early 19th century—and he
was acquitted of charges he violated legal
ethics in conducting trials while sitting on
a circuit court, as Supreme Court justices !
did in those days '

REP. MacGREGOR, shortly before -For-
tas sent Nixon his letter. formally asked
the House Judiciary Committee to launch an
investigation of the Fortas-Wolfson incident
—the first step toward possible impeach-
ment action. :

MacGregor said today a probe of-For-
tas’ conduct still is necessary.

“Notwithstanding Mr. Justice Fortas’
resignation, the American people are enti-
tled to know all of the relevant facts lead-
mgdto his decision to resign,” MacGregor
sai

“These facts should be set forth in the .
proper forum,” he added. “That-forum
need not necessarily be the House Commlt
tee on the Judiciary.”

But Emanuel Celler, D-N. Y., the com-
mittee chairman, said Fortas’ resignation
is the best solution to the problem. -
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Both Celle% and Rép., William M, McCulloch of Ohio,

the senior committee Rep@iblican, rejected MacGregor's

request today.

Celler said such an inquiry at this stage "would be like
It x=x would be in the nature

feeding oy a carcass."

of a prosecution and that is outside the juris-

diction of the
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committee, he added.
M¢Culloch said he feels the
kind of investigation Mac-

| Gregor wanted “would serve

no useful purpose now.”

Celler conferred with Atty.
Gen. John N. Mitchell yester-
day but declined to comment
on ‘his visit.

Tt was learned from ofher
sources that Mitchell eh{rwed
the congressman evidence in-
dicating a far deeper Fortas
involvement in Wolfson’s af-

mitted.

The sources said on the
basis of the Justice Depart-
ment’s evidence, the House

would have been forced to go
" ahead with impeachment’ pro-
ceedings if Fortas had not re-
sigtied.
Fortas had remained silent
about the incident after issu-
' ing a statement May 4 ac-
krowledging that while sitting -
on the court he had consid-
ered but, finally rejected a fee
from the Wolfson foundation.

Court Press Officer

Tells of Phone Call

WASHINGTON (AP)-—Ban-
ning E. Whittington, the Su-
preme Court press officer, re-
ceived a telephone call at his
home shortly after 8:30 a. m.
today. It was from Justice
Abe Fortas.

“I'd like you to call the
wire services and the news
. people and tell them I've sent

a letter of resignation to the
Whlte House. It was delivered
lzst night,” Whittington quot-

ed Fortas as saying.

“And at the same time I
sent a letter to the chief jus-
tice with an explanation of
the Wolfson . . .”" he reported
the justice said but added he
could not recall how Fortas

dent.

fairs than the justice Had ad-

had referred tu the fee inci-



