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_WASHINGTON (AP)—Atfy. Gen.' Jobn N M?s‘ch
g 00 B SR * ell
aclgnowledged today he passed on ‘‘certain -information” to
Chief Justice Earl Warren last week coneerning the con-
troversy surrounding Justice Abe Fortas. **

- Earlier, Newsweek magazine reported Mitchell <had

. asked Warren to urge that Fortas resign from the court."

- ¢ Chief Justice Warren confirmed he had spoken. with

. ‘Mitchell last Wednesday. Warren said he would have no
- further -comment. '

~-said: . - :

In a terse statement in response to inquiries, Mitchell

7. . “AT MY REQUEST, the chief justice was kind enfiUgh
.-10 see me in his chambers last Wednesday, May 7, 1969, 2’
© 11:30 a. m. S ke

i é;3;‘}\5__‘at‘:m_u'i;esy to the chief justice, I felt it incurdbent

‘ me to inform him of certain information known b
‘me which m_ight be of aid.to him.” . ° n d

. After Mitchell issued his statement, a Justice Depart-
“ment _spokesmaq said there would be no further comment.

. The Memph}s Press-Scimitar quoted a source in Fortas’
Washington office as saying, “Justice Fortas has no’in-
tention of resigning at this time.”

. ,:I‘he source was quoted as saying Fortas’ trip.foday to |
: ' (Turn to Page 6, Column 4y~ .. - i
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Mémphis to address Memphis State University 13w “stidents

was not connected with the current controversy. 8

“IJe made the date in Memphis several months ago and
he didn’t intend it for a platform to announce his resigna-
tion,” the source was quoted.

Newsweek said Mitchell visited Warren on orders ;“;&

President Nixon but the White House press secretary, Ron-

ald L. Ziegler, said today: -

£
‘s

«THE PRESIDENT DID NOT DIRECT the attorney
general to discuss this matter with Chief Justice Warren.”

And, Ziegler said, “to draw the conclusion that the
President is directly involved in any matter relating to
Justice Fortas would be the wrong conclusion to draw.”

He said the President is of course informed on the Jus-
tice Fortas matter and talks to the attorney-general.

He said Republican congressional leaders Sen. Evereft
M. Dirksen of Illinois and Rep. Gerald Ford of Michigan
gave an accurate report after their meeting with President
Nixon last week at the White House that the Fortas matter
came up “in general terms.” He added it was accurately
reported President Nixon had said he hoped it would not
become a partisan issue.

NEWSWEEK SAID MITCHELL TOLD WARREN the
Justice Department has *“far more serious” information than
has been revealed so far in Fortas’ case and ‘‘the facts were
bound to come out eventually.” He has been charged with
accepting money from a private foundation.

12 May 1969
Fortas, whose nomination last - N T
year by President Lyndon B.|based 1a§‘ge1$' on the fee from
Johnson to be chief justice was|the Wolfson foundation. )
withdrawn under heavy A few hours before Groés’

congressional  pressure, has
camge under nef\\P fire since the|Statement, Sen. Walter F. Mon-

disclosure that he accepted, but|dale of Minnesota became the

i:ter returne%l a $23,000 fee/first Democratic senator to say
om <a charitable foundation set|publicl F ; ;

up by the family of Louis Wolf- 1;1&:1 ¥t iyrae Mond Ie

son,-a financier now in jail after gn-

being convicted of violating se-)| AT A NEWS conference in

curities laws. Minneapolis, Gross called the

REP. H. R. Gross, R-lowa, situation a national tragedy and

Warren was not available today to newsmen but the
Supreme Court press office said there would be no comment
on any report of “private conversations.”

|said yesterday he has prepared said he was acting “because no
‘articles of impeachment against| -"S else seemed willing to do
Fortas and will present them in| “Neycyeek also said President
the House unless the justice re-\Nixon discussed Fortas at the
signs in a “reasonable time.”|regular White House strategy
He did not say what he views as|session last week, urging party
a reasonable time. leaders “not to involve this mat-

Gfoss said his resolution ac-|{ter in partisanship” and ex-
cuses Fortas of malfeasance, |pressing hope that no one would
misconduct and impropriety,irush toward impeachment.

._,,

—AP WIREPHOTO.

JUSTICE ABE FORTAS of the US. Supreme
Court arrives in his hometown of Memphis, Tenn.,
“tgispeak at Memphis State University. Fortas;is

the center of a controversy over allegedly accept-
: i"hgggwney from a private foundation and reported-
“ly is ‘under pressure to resign.or face impeach-
ment proceedings.



