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Washington .

A shot rang out, then
another. Mrs. John F. Ken-
nedy cried out: “Oh, my
- God, they have shot my
husband. I love you, Jack.”"

Moments before, she had
been waving to the cheering
crowds lining the sunny Dal-

las street. The report re-

leased yesterday by the War- |
ren Commission on the Ken-

nedy assassination describes |

what happened.

. #Soon after the motorcade
turned onto Elm street,
"(Mrs. Kennedy) heard a
sound similar to a motorcy-
cle noise’ and a cry from
Governor (John B.) Connal-
1y, which caused her to look
to- her right,” the report
states. -
, IMPACT
- “On furning, she saw a
quizzical look on her hus-
band’s face as he raised his.
left hand to his throat. Mrs.
~ Kennedy then heard a second
shot and saw the President’s }
skull torn open under the im-|
paet of the bullet.” i
It was seconds later, as:
she cradled her _wounded'
‘hushand in her arms, that
Mrs. Kennedy made her out-
.CTY. "~ '
- The.report notes that Mrs.|
Kennedy had no recollection
of the horror-filled minutes.
that  folowed —minutes in,
_Whieh, according to one wit-,
ness, she very nearly met:
. death.: :
“AWhat happened in those,
minutes - was described’ for
| the commission by Clinton J.
|Hill, a Secret Service agent.
‘who had been riding on the!

left running beard.of the fol-| |
lowup car. |

- SHOT

é !
! Noticing that the President|
\had lurched forward, Hill!
| testified, he jumped from his |

jcar and ran to the Presiden- ;

| tial limousine, just as a sec-
| ond shot was flred i

i “At the instant that Hill!

stepped onto the left rear.

.step of the President’s au-

uomohlle and grasped the
handhold ” the report contin-
rued, “the car lurched for-
ward, causing him to lose his
footing. He ran three or four

! and mounted the car.”

The report then quoted Hill
as testifying:

“Mrs. Kennedy had
jumped up from the seat and .
was, it appeared to me,
reaching for something com-
ing off the right rear bumper
of the car, the right rear tail,
when she noticed 1 was

trying to climb on the car.
i DANGER

“She turned towards me
and I grabbed her and put
her back in the back seat,
crawled up on the top of the
back seat and lay there.”

David F. Powers, a presi-
dential aide riding in the fol-
lowup. car, later told the
commission that “Mrs. Ken-
nedy would probably have
fallen off the rear end of the
car and been killed if Hill
had not pushed her back into
the presidential automobile.”

Mrs. Kennedy, the report
continued, “had no recollec-

back of the car.”

The exact testimony given
by Mrs. Kennedy to the Com-
mission has not been re-
leased. Her ten - minute -
long testimony, along with
/that of other witnesses, will

HOSPIT

The report describes t.hez
race through Dallas streets, | .
at 70 to 80 miles an hour, to '
the. Parkland Memorial
Hospital, four miles from
where the President was
shot. Telling of the scene
there, the report says:

“For a moment, Mrs. Ken-

| steps, regained his position

tion. of climbing onto the|

' be made public later.

nedy refused to release the
| President, whom she held in
_her lap, but then (three Sec-
iret Service agents) lifted the
'President onto a stretcher
and pushed it into trauma
room 1.”

-A medical report submit-
ted to the Commission by
doctors at the hospital said:

“The President’s wife re-
fused to take off her bloody
igloves and clothes. She did
take a towel and wipe her
face. She took her wedding
ring off and placed it on one
of the President’s fingers.” '

WATCHING

While doctors tried to save| |

the President’s life, “Mrs.
Kennedy alternated between
watching them and waiting
outside,” the report cnntm~

Iued

Then, after the Pres.u:lcm:|
was pronounced dead, the re-|
port stated, Kenneth O'Don-
nell, a pre31dentlal aide,
“tried to persuade Mrs. Ken-
{nedy to leave the area, buf
| she refused. She said that
she-intended to stay with her
hushand.” :

O'Donnell adv1sed Vice
President Lyndon B. Johnson
to return to Washington im-
mediately, the report™ went
on, but “then told that Mrs.
Kennedy refused to leave
without the President’s body,
the vice president $aid he
would not leave Dallas w1th-|

-out her:” . |

28" Sept. 1964

The "coftin containing the
body of the President was
then placed aboard the presi-
dential plane that had
brought the Kennedys to
Texas the day before.

OATH

Mr. Johnson took the oath
of office  as President, Mrs.
Kennedy standing by his
side, and the plane headed
for Wasmngton '

Mrs. Kennedy's day of hor-
ror had begun with a
,strangely prophetic ¢onver-
|satmn in a hotel in Fort
Worth. It ended.in a lonely
vigil at Bethesda Naval
.Hospital,  whare autopsy
was being performed. on the
dead President. :

. Just that morning, the

.commission report noted,
{President Kennedy ' and ‘his
|wife and O’Donnell had been
talking about the risks in-
volved in presidential public
| appearances.

“*According to 0 "Donnell.”
the report went on, “the
President commented that ‘If

anybody really wanted to
shoot the President of the

United States, it was not a’
very, difficult job—all one
had to do was get a hlgh
building someday with tel-:

escopic rifle, and there was|
nothing anybody could do to
‘defend against such an

attémpt.’ ' ' f
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Mrs. Kennedy reached over the rear of the car as the Secret Service man rushed to it



