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(GRS, KENNEDY-THSTIMONY (2,000) . ol e

wﬁgﬁiggfgy, NOV, 23 (APY-HERE IS THE TEXT OF TESTIMONY BY MRS, JOHN
F. KENNEDY,BEFORE THE WARREN COMMISSION INVESTIGATING THE
ASSASSINATION OF PRESIDENT KENNEDY: (ABOUT 2,0000

THE CHAIRMAN (CHIEF JUSTICE EARL WARREN): THE COMMISSION WILL
BE IN ORDER, ' - -

MRS, KENNEDY, THE COMMISSION WOULD JUST LIKE TO HAVE YOU SAY IN
YOUR OWN WORDS, IN YOUR OWN WAY , WHAT HAPPENED AT THE TIME OF THE
ASSASSINATION OF THE PRESIDENT, MR, RANKIN (GENERAL COUNSEL J. LEE
RANKIN) WILL ASK YOU A FEW QUESTIONS, JUST FROM THE TIME YOU LEFT
THE AIRPORT UNTIL THE TIME YOU STARTED FOR THE HOSPITAL, AND WE WANT
IT TO BE BRIEF, WE WANT IT TO BE IN YOUR OWN WORDS AND WANT YOU
TO SAY ANYTHING THAT YOU FEEL IS APPROPRIATE TO THAT OCCASION,

WOULD YOU BE SWORN, PLEASE, MRS, KENNEDY? Ji

DO YOU SOLEMNLY SWEAR THAT THE TESTINONY YOU GIVE BEFORE THE
COMMISSION WILL BE THE TRUTH, THE WHOLE TRUTH, AND NOTHING BUT THE
TRUTH, SO HELP YOU GOD?

YRS, KENNEDY. I DO,

THE CHAIRMAN, WOULD YOU BE SEATED..

MR, RANKIN, STATE YOUR NAME FOR THE RECORD.

MRS, KENNEDY, JACQUELINE KENNEDY, | _

MR, RANKIN, AND YOU ARE THE WIDOW OF THE FORMER PRESIDENT
KENNEDY? o

MRS. KENNEDY, THAT IS RIGHT,

MR, RANKIN, UOU LIVE HERE IN WASHINGTON?

MRS, KENNEDY, VES. | ,

MR, RANKIN, CAN YOU GO BACK TO THE TIME THAT YOU CAME TO LOVE
FIELD ON NOVEMBER 22 AND DESCRIBE WHAT HAPPENED THERE AFTER YOU
LANDED IN THE PLANE? .

MBS, KENNEDY, WE GOT OFF THE PLANE, THE THEN VICE PRESIDENT
AND MRS, JOHNSON WERE THERE, THEY GAVE US FLOWERS, AND THEN THE
CAR WAS WAITING, BUT THERE WAS A BIC CROWD THERE, ALL YELLING, WITH
BANNERS AND EVERYTHING, AND WE WENT TO SHAKE HANDS WITH THEM, -IT WAS
A VERY HOT DAY, AND YOU WENT ALL ALONG A LONG LINE, I TRIED TO

STAY CLOSE TO MY HUSBAND AND LOTS OF TIMES YOU GET PUSHED AVAY,
| YOU KNOW, PEOPLE LEANING OVER AND PULLING YOUR HAND. THEY WERE
VERY FRIENDLY, - _

AND, FINALLY, I DON'T KNOW HOW WE GOT BACK TO THE CAR, I THINK
CONGRESSMAN THOMAS SOMEHOW WAS HELPING ME, THERE WAS LOTS OF
CONFUSION, '
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"MR, RANKIN, THEN YOU DID GET INTO THE CAR, AND YOU SAT ON THE
LEFT SIDE OF THE CAR, DID YOU, AND YOUR HUSBAND ON YOUR RIGHT?
MRS, KENNEDY., YES.
MR, RANKIN, AND WAS MRS, CONNALLY--
MRS, KENNEDY, 1IN FRONT OF ME,
MR, RANKIN, AND GOVERNOR CONNALLY TO YOUR RIGHT IN THE JUMP SEAT?
MRS, KENNEDY, YES. | |
MR, RANKIN, AND MRS, CONNALLY WAS IN THE JUMP SEAT?
MRS, KENNEDY. YES, | |
MR, RANKIN, AND THEN DID YOU START OFF ON THE PARADE ROUTE?
MRS, KENNEDY, YES.
MR, RANKIN, AND WERE THERE MANY PEOPLE ALONG THE ROUTE THAT YOU
WAVED TO? | |
MRS, KENNEDY, YES. IT WAS RATHER SCATTERED GOING IN,
ONCE THERE WAS A CROWD OF PEOPLE WITH A SIGN SAYING SOMETHING LIKE
"PRESIDENT KENNEDY, PLEASE GET OUT AND SHAKE OUR HANDS, OUR
NEIGHBORS SAID YOU WOULDN'T,®
MR, RANKIN, DID YOU? |
MRS. KENNEDY, AND HE STOPPED AND GOT OUT, THAT WAS, YOU KNOW,
LIKE A LITTLE SUBURB AND THERE WERE NOT MANY CROWDS. BUT THEN THE
CROWDS GOT BIGGER AS YOU WENT IN, B M o f
MR, RANKIN, AS YOU GOT INTO THE MAIN STREET OF DALLAS WERE
THERE VERY LARGE CROWDS ON ALL THE STREETS?
MRS, KENNEDY, YES, o |
MR, RANKIN, AND YOU WAVED TO THEM AND PROCEEDED DOWN THE STREET
VITH THE MOTORCADE?
MRS, KENNEDY, VYES, AND IN THE MOTORCADE, YOU KNOW, I USUALLY
' WOULD BE WAVING MOSTLY TO THE LEFT SIDE AND HE WAS WAVING MOSTLY TO
THE RIGHT, WHICH IS ONE REASON YOU ARE NOT LOOKING AT EACH OTHER VERY
MUCH, AND IT WAS TERRIBLY HOT, JUST BLINDING ALL OF US,
MR, RANKIN, NOW, DO YOU REMEMBER AS YOU TURNED OFF THE MAIN
STREET ONTC HOUSTON STREET? |
MRS, KENNEDY., I DON'T KNOW THE NAME OF THE STREET,
MR, RANKIN, THAT IS THAT ONE BLOCK BEFORE YOU GET TO THE DEPO-
SITORY BUILDING., | | |
MRS, KENNEDY, VELL, I REMEMBER WHENEVER IT VAS, MRS, CONNALLY
SALD, "WE WILL SOON BE THERE," WE COULD SEE A TUNNEL IN FRONT OF US.
EVERYTHING WAS REALLY SLOW THEN, AND I REMEMBER THINKING IT WOULD BE
SO COOL UNDER THAT TUNNEL., |
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‘MR, RANKIN, AND THEN DO YOU REMEMBER AS YOU TURNED OFF OF HOUSTON
ONTO ELM RIGHT BY THE DEPOSITORY BUILDING?

MRS, KENNEDY, WELL, I DON'T KNOV THE NAMES OF THE STREETS, BUT
I SUPPOSE RIGHT BY THE DEPOSITORY IS WHAT YOU ARE TALKING ABOUT?

MR, RANKIN. YESj THAT IS THE STREET THAT SORT OF CURVES AS YOU

GO DOWN UNDER THE UNDERPASS. J " (T e . 4'(; !( :
MRS, KENNEDY, VYES; WELL, THAT 1S WHEN SHEZSAID TO PRESIDENT

KENNEDY, "YOU CERTAINLY CAN'T SAY THAT THE PEOPLE OF DALLAS HAVEN'T
GIVE YOU A NICE WELCOME,® | |

MR, RANKIN, WHAT DID HE SAY?

MRS, KENNEDY, I THINK HE SAID-~I DON'T KNOW IF I REMEMBER IR OR
I HAVE READ IT, "NO, YOU CERTAINLY CAN'T,™ OR SOMETHING, AND YOU
KNOW THEN.THE CAR WAS VERY SLOW AND THERE WEREN'T VERY MANY PEOPLE
AROUND, |

AND THEN=--DC YOU WANT ME TO TELL YOU WHAT HAPPENED?

MR. RANKIN, YESj IF YOU WOULD, PLEASE

MRS, KENNEDY, YOU KNOW, THERE IS ALWAYS NOSE 1IN A MOTORCADE AND
THERE ARE ALWAYS FOTORC(CLES BESIDES US, A LOT OF THEM BACKFIRING,
SO I WAS LOOKING TO THE LEFT., I GUESS THERE WAS A NOISE y BUT IT
DIDN'T SEEM LIKE ANY DIFFERENT NOISE REALLY BECAUSE THERE IS SO MUCH
NOISE, MOTORCYCLES AND THINGS, BUT THEN SUDDENLY GOVERNOR CONNALLY
WAS YELLING, “OH, NO,NO, NO,® |

MR, RANKIN, DID HE TURN TOWARD YOU? |

MRS, KENNEDY, *NOj I WAS LOOKING THIS WAY, TO THE LEFT, AND I HEARD
. THESE TERRIBLE NOISES, YOU KNOW, AND MY HUSBAND NEVER MADE ANY
SOUND, S0 I TURNED TO THE RICHT. AND ALL I REMEMBER IS SEEING MY
HUSBAND, HE HAD THIS SORT OF QUIZZICAL LOOK ON HIS FACE, AND HIS HAND
WAS UP, IT MUST HAVE BEEN HIS LEFT HAND. AND JUST AS I TURNED AND
LOOKED AT HIM, I COULD SEE A PIECE OF HIS SKULL AND I REMEMBIR IT
WAS FLESH COLORED, I REMEMBER THINKING HE JUST LOOKED AS IF HE HAD A
SLIGHT HEADACHE, AND I JUST REMEMBER SEEING THAT, NO BLOOD OR
ANYTHING, |

AND TREN HE SORT OF DID THIS (INDICATING), PUT HIS HAND TO HIS
FOREHEAD AND FELL IN MY LAP, o N

£A13WX |

(AND THEN I JUST REMEMBER FALLING ON HIM AND SAYING, ®OH, NO,; NO,
NO,® I MEAN, ®OH, MY GOD, THEY HAVE SHOT MY HUSBAND,® AND *I LOVE vou,
JACK,™ I REMEMBER I WAS SHOUTING, AND JUST BEING DOWN IN THE CAR
WITH HIS HEAD IN MY LAP, ‘AND IT JUST SEEMED AN ETERNITY.



YOU KNOW, THEN, THERE WERE PICTURES .LATER ON OF ME CLIMBING OUT
THE BACK BUT I DON'T REMEMBER THAT AT ALL.
" MR, RANKIN, DO °YOU REMEMBER MR, HILL (SECRET SERVICE AGENT
CLINTON J. HILL) COMING TO TRY TO HELP ON THE CAR?
MRS, KENNEDY, I DON'T REMEMBER ANYTHING, I WAS JUST DOWN LIKE
THAT .
AND FINALLY I REMEMBER A VOICE BEHIND ME, OR SOMETHING, AND THEN
I REMEMBER THE PEOPLE IN THE FRONT SEAT, OR SOMEBODY, FINALLY KNEW
SOMETHING WAS WRONG, AND A VOILCE YELLING, WHICH MUST HAVE BEEN MR,
HILL, "GET TO THE HOSPITAL,» OR MAYBE IT WAS MR, KELLERMAN (ANOTHER
SECRET ‘SERVICE MAN) IN THE FRONT SEAT, BUT SOMEONE YELLING; I
WAS .JUST DOWN AND HOLDING HIM, (REFERENCE TO WOUNDS DELETED,)
MR, RANKIN, DO YOU HAVE ANY RECOLLECTION OF WHETHER THERE WERE ONE
OR MORE SHOTS? |
N  (MORE)
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VASHINGTON--FIRST ADD MRS. KENNEDY TESTIMONY (A10-13) X X X MORE-
 SHOTS ? . L By i
MRS. KENNEDY. WELL, THERE MUST HAVE BEEN TWO BECAUSE THE ONE THAT
MADE ME TURN AROUND WAS GOVERNOR CONNALLY YELLING. AND IT USED TO
CONFUSE ME BECAUSE FIRST I REMEMBERED THERE WERE THREE AND I USED TO
THINK MY HUSBAND DIDN'T MAKE ANY SOUND WHEN HE WAS SHOT. AND GOVERNOR
CONNALLY SCRAMED, AND THEN I READ THE OTHER DAY THAT IT WAS THE SAME
SKOT THAT HIT THEM BOTH, BUT I USED TO THINK IF I ONLY HAD BEEN LOOKING
‘70 THE RIGHT I WOULD HAVE SEEN THE FIRST SHOT HIT HIM, THEN I COULD HAVE
PULLED HIM DOWN, AND THEN THE SECOND SHOT WOULD, NOT - HAVE HIT HIM,
BUT 1 HEARD GOVERNOR CONNALLY YELLING AND THAT MADE ME TURN AROUND,
~ AND AS I TURNED TO THE RIGHT MY HUSBAND WAS DOING THIS (INDICATING WITH
HAND .AT NECK), HE WAS RECEIVING A BULLET, AND THOSE AKE THE ONLY TWO
I REMEMBER, ; R |
AND 1 READ THERE WAS A THIRD SHOT. BUT I DON'T KNOW,
~ JUST THOSE TWO, '
MR, RANKIN, DO YOU KAVE ANY RECOLLECTION GENERALLY OF THE SPEED
- THAT YOU WERE GOING, NOT ANY PRECISE AMOUNT, |
MRS. KENNEDY. WE WERE REALLY SLOWING TURNING THE CORNER, AND THERE
WERE VERY FEW PEOPLE, o |



MR, RANKIN, AND DID YOU STOP AT ANY TIME AFTER THE SHOTS, OR PROCEED
ABOUT THE SAME WAY? , : . |
MRS . KENNEDY, I DON'T KNOW, BECAUSE--I DON'T THINK WE STOPPED, BUT
THERE WAS SUCH CONFUSION, AND I WAS DOWN IN THE CAR AND EVERYONE VAS
YELLING TO GET TO THE HOSPITAL AND YOU COULD HEAR THEM ON THE RADIO,
AND THEN.SUDDENLY I REMEMBER A SENSATION OF ENORMOUS SPEED, WHICH MUST
'HBAVE BEEN WHEN WE TOOK OFF. |

o

Bgy .

MR, RANKIN, AND THEN FROM THERE YOU PROCEEDED AS RAPIDLY AS POSSIBLE
T0 THE HOSPITAL, IS THAT RIGHT?

MRS, KENNEDY, YEST. 1

MR. RANKIN, DO YOU RECALL ANYONE SAYING ANYTHING ELSE DURING THE TIME
OF THE SHOOTING?

MRS. KENNEDY, NO; THERE WEREN'T ANY WORDS. THERE WAS JUST covmuon
CONNALLY'S, AND THEN I SUPPOSE MRS, CONNALLY WAS SORT OF CRYING AND
COVERING 'HER HUSBAND, BUT I DON'T REMEMBER ANY WORDS.

AND THERE WAS A BIG WINDSHIELD BETWEEN--YOU KNOW--I THINK, ISN'T
THERE? ’

MR, RANKIN, BETWEEN THE SEATS. e n u b . ;

MRS, KENNEDY, SO YOU KNOW, THOSE POOR MEN IN THE FRONT, YOU COULDN'T
HEAR THEM, ' i , B

MR. RANKIN. CAN YOU THINK OF ANYTHING MORE?

© THE CHAIRMAN, NO; I THINK NOT, I THINK THAT IS THE STORY AND THAT
IS VHAT WE CAME FOR, . r |

‘WE THANK YOU VERY MUCH, MRS. KENNEDY. .

‘MR, RANKIN, I WOULD JUST LIKE TO ASK IF YOU RECALL SPECIAL AGENT
KELLERMAN SAYING ANYTHING TO YOU AS YOU CAME DOWN TKE STREET AFTER YOU
TURNED THAT CORNER THAT YOU REFERRED TO.

MRS, KENNEDY, YOU MEAN BEFORE THE SHOTS?

MR. RANKIN. YES.

MRS . KENNEDY, WELL, I.DON'T, .BECAUSE=~-YOU KNOW, IT IS VERY HARD FOR
THEM TO TALK, BUT 1 DO NOT REMENBER, JUST AS I DON'T RECALL CLIMBING
OUT .ON THE BACK OF THE CAR. oo .. |

MR, RANKIN, YES, YOU HAVE TOLD US WHAT YOU REMEMBER ABOUT THE
INTIRE PERIOD AS FAR AS YOU CAN RECALL, HAVE YOU?

MRS, KENNEDY, YES. y i

THE CHAIRMAN, THANK YOU VERY MUCH, MRS . KENNEDY.
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