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‘Code of Conduct’

Needed by Press

WASHINGTON — (AP)
— The Warren Commission
said that news media must
share with Dallas police
the blame for the slaying
of Lee Harvey Oswald.

It called for a code of
conduct to be drawn up by
the news media to cover
guch situations.

The commission’s report
pictured the influx of news-
men to Dallag last Novem-
ber, and their subsequent
activities, as utter chaos.

The “general disorder”
of the Dallas Police Depart-
ment that weekend “re-
veals a regrettable lack of
self-diseipline hy the news-
men,” the commission said.

IT ALSO faulted police
and news media for the
“undigested flow of evi-
dence” conveyed to the
public.

It said this lent, more
than anything, to the my-
riad myths and rumors
about events' surrounding
the assassination.

Newsmen, cameras and
bright lights were packed
into the department base-
ment Nov. 24 as Oswald
was let through to be trans-
ferred to county jail,

Tt was then that Dallas
clubowner Jack Ruhby

ste}dped from the ecrowd
and shot him.

THE COMMISSION cited
one incident where a news-
man who had wandered
into a police office “admits
hiding a telephone behind
a desk so that he would
have exclusive access to it,
if something developed.”

Withir} 24 hours of the
assassination, 300 press, ra-
dio and television newsmen
were in Dallas.

“Such police efforts as,
there were to contrel the
newsmen were unavailing,”
it said.

Newsmen didn't co-oper-
ate, it said, with police or-
ders that they not ask ques-
tions or try to interview
Oswald.

“The right of the public
to know does not give the
press license to interfere
with the efficient operation
of law-enforcement agen-
cies,” the commission said.

IT SAID the department
attempted to keep the press

ress of the Oswald investi-
gation. —
Some-police officials were
queted as saying newsmen
reatened to report man-
| handling of Oswald unless

fully informed on the prog-|

they were allowed to see
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Press Hunts
Best Way
To Do Job

GREENBORO (N. C.)—
(AP) — Miles H. Wolff,
president of the American
Society of Newspaper Edi-
tors, said today he has

asked a committee of his
organization to meet with
represenfatives of other
news media to consider
recommendations of the
Warren Commission on a
code of professional con-
duct for newsmen. |

Wolff, executive editor of |
the Greensboro Daily News,
said the ASNE has had its
committee at work on the
problem since last April.
The committee’s report is| -
to be published in the Oct,
1 issue of the ASNE's bul-
letin. ‘

Wolff said he has sug-
gested that Alfred Friendly
of Washington, committee
chairman, meet with repre-
sentatives of the Sigma
Delta Chi journalistic fra-
ternity, broadcast news-
men's association and any
press groups that want to
join the discussions.

The Warren Commission
criticized news media for
their handling of the events
associated with President
John F. Kennedy's assas-
sination.




