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WASHINGTON, Oct. 24—
The Supreme Court took the
following actions today:
APPORTIONMENT
Agreed to decide if the
one-man, one-vote doctrine
should be relaxed to permit
Texas to carve out Congres-
sional districts that conta®
greater population discrs
cies between distric’
has been permitts
past Supreme
(No. T71-1f°
Weiser).
Une

wit

«Jce

crants

48 ftrash,

.uifornia  Su-

s decision that

«rants are required

. say if its ruling was

«d upon the Federal or

state constitution (No. 71-651,
California v. Krivda).

KENNEDY ASSASSINATION

Let stand a lower court's
refusal to order the United
States Archives to permit a
Kansas pathologist to exam-
ine autopsy X-rays and other
items relating to the assas-
sination of President Kennedy
(No. 72-210, Nichols v, Unit-
fd States). Dissenting: Doug-
as.

KENT STATE

Agreed to decide if thr
eral courts have ju~
to hear a suit bv
students whr
court orde’
officials
Guar”’
to

e
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- COURT BARS PLEA
ONKENNEDY DATA

Materials on Assassination
Denied to Pathologist

Bpeciat to The New York Thmes

WASHINGTON, Oct, 24—
The Supreme Court declined
today to hear a challenge to
the authority of the United
States Archives to keep secret
some of the autopsy materials
and other items relating to the
assassination of  President
Kennedy.

In a brief order the Court
declined to review an appeal
filed by Dr. John Nichals, a
University of Kansas patholo-
ist who contended unsuccess-
ully in the lower courts that
the Freedom of Information
Act of 1967 made it illegal to
keep the items secret.

Neutron Tests Sought

The 1967 law requires Fed-
eral agencies to make all rec-
ords available to the public,
subject to exceptions set out
in the statute, Justice William
0. Douglas mnoted that he
thought the Court should have
heard the case.

Dr. Nichols, who has writ-
ten articles about the medical
aspects of the assassination,
sought to examine the autopsy
X-rays and photographs and
other items that were placed
in the Archives by the Ken-
nedy family under an agree-
ment that limited public access
to the material.

Dr. Nichols brought suit to

force the Archives to let him
examine the articles and con-
duct mneutron activation tests
on some of them.

However, the United States
Court of Appeals for the 10th
Circuit held that the Freedom
of Information act did not
apply to the Kennedy assassi-
nation evidence because Con-
gress had passed a law de-
claring that the Kennedy ar-
ticles would be preserved sub-
ject to rules laid down by the
general services administra-

tion.

According to the court, the
Freedom of Information Act is
not applicable to the assassi-
nation items because the Gen-

era] Service Administration's

agreement with the Kennedy|

family ?rovides that the arti-
cles will be tightly guarded as
long as any member of the
President's immediate family
is alive.

In recent months the Ken-
nedy family’s representative,
Prof. Burke Marshall of Yale
Law School, has begun to
grant permission to some medi-
cal experts to see many of the
items in the archives, including
much of the material sought
by Dr. Nichols. The Kansas
pathologist requested permis-
sion but has not been per-
mitted to see the items.




