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- WASHINGTON, MARCK 20 (AP)-LEE HARVEY OSWALD COULD HAVE BEEN
DENIED ANY OPPORTUNITY TO FIRE AT PRESIDENT JOHN F. KENNEDY IF
PROTECTIVE AGENCIES HAD BEEN EQUIPPED FOUR YEARS AGO AS THEY ARE NOW,
" REP, TOM STEED, D-OKLA,, SALD TODAY. |
STEED HEADS. THE HOUSE APPROPRIATIONS SUBCOMMITTEE THAT HEARD
- TESTIMONY FROM THE SECRET SERVICE ON ITS PROTECTIVE OPERATIONS AND

THE FINANCING SOUGHT FOR THEM, SOME, BUT NOT ALL, OF THE
'TESTIMONY WAS MADE PUBLIC LAST WEEK. | |

THE GREAT ADVANCE SINCE KENNEDY'S ASSASSINATION IN DALLAS NOV,
22, 1963, STEED SAID, HAS BEEN THE DEVELOPMENT OF A COMPUTERIZED
SYSTEM OF REPORTING, EXCHANGING AND QUICKLY RETRIEVING INFORMATION

ON PERSONS SUSPECTED BY LAW ENFORCEMENT AGENCIES OF BEING POTENTIAL
 THREATS TO A PRESIDENT'S LIFE, . -

. STEED SAID THERE IS NO QUESTION BUT THAT, IF SUCK A SYSTEM
 HAD EXISTED IN 1963, THE SECRET SERVICE AND OTKER AUTHORITIES WOULD
- HAVE BEEN ALERTED TO OSWALD'S PRESENCE IN DALLAS AND HIS ACCESS

TO A VANTAGE POINT FROM WHICH THE PRESIDENT'S MOTORCADE COULD BE
ATTACKED,

~OSWALD HAD A RECORD AS AN ERRATIC SUPPORTER OF LEFTWING CAUSES
WHO HAD LIVED IN THE SOVIET UNION, MARRIED A RUSSIAN AND ATTEMPTED
TO RENOUNCE HIS U.S. CITIZENSHIP,

THE WARREN COMMISSION THAT INVESTIGATED KENNEDY'S DEATH SAID IT.
~ FOUND NO EVIDENCE CONTRADICTING THE CONCLUSION THAT OSWALD, ACTING
 ALONE, KILLED KENNEDY WITH GUNFIRE FROM THE BOOK DEPOSITORY BUILD-
ING IN DALLAS, :

HOVEVER, THERE HAVE BEEN MANY PUBLICATIONS QUESTIONING THIS
CONCLUSION AND AN INVESTIGATION NOW IS IN PROGRESS IN NEW ORLEANS
OF AN ALLEGED CONSPIRACY LINKING OSWALD WITH OTHERS,
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"TODAY, WHEN THE PRESIDENT DECIDES ON A VISIT TO SOME CITY, THE
SECRET SERVICE WITHIN MINUTES CAN HAVE INFORMATION AS TO' ANY PER-.
SONS ON ITS LIST OF SUSPICIOUS PERSONS, WHICH IS BUILT UP WITH
CONTRIBUTIONS FROM THE FBI AND LOCAL LAW ENFORCEMENT AGENCIES, WILL
BE IN THE VICINITY," STEED SAID IN AN INTERVIEW: ®IT CAN THEN

%



ARRANGE FOR SURVEILLANCE OR OTHER ACTION CONSIDERED NECESSARY,
I THINK IT IS OBVIOUS THAT OSWALD WOULD HAVE BEEN ON SUCH A
LIST IF THE PRESENT INFORMATION SYSTEM HAD BEEN IN EXISTENCE THEN.®
STEED SAID CONGHESS‘IN_EARLIER,YﬁARS'AUTHGRIZED THE FUNDS TO SET
UP THE COMPUTER SYSTEM AND THAT THE SECRET SERVICE APPROPRIATION
JUST APPROVED BY THE COMMITTEE, $16.85 MILLION, INCLUDES FUNDS TO.
MAN IT. S
'THE SECRET SERVICE DECLINED COMMENT ON STEED'S REMARKS.
: Ecszspxs



