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Black Unrest

By RonaId J. Dstrow and Narda Zacchino
Los Anoolts Times

The FBI in a secret 1969 But the documents, which'
memorandum to FBI-Director  the FBI turned over to the
J. Edgar Hoover took sub- Senate Intelligence Com-
stantial credit for the “high mittee, and an investigation
degree of unrest” that it said by The Times in San Diego
existed in the black ghetto of indicates that the FBI
'southeaqt'%an Diego. program at least nurtured the

Btﬁngmg Hoover up to date  hatred that “spal‘kEd the
'on"FBI “counterintelligence’”  shootouts.
efforts to disrupt black’ “This violence wasat@kmg
nationalist organizations it plaLe before we gcﬂmn the
characterized as ‘‘hate act,” Adams said. i
groups,” the bureau's San However, the first Panther-
Diego field office reported in  US shooting incident in San
the, Sept. 18, 1969 memoran-  Diego appears to have :taken
dum® place on May 23, 1969, when

‘‘Shootings, beatings and a  John Arthur Savage, a2l- .

- high’ degxee of unrest con- year-old Black Panther,was
tinues (sic) to prevail in the shot to death in southeastSan
ghetto area of southeast San  Diego.

Diego. Although no specific Three months earller the
counterintelligence actioncan FBI's San Diego office
be credited with contributing proposed—and Hoover ap-
to this overall situation, it is proved—distributing bogus
felt that a substantial amount ~ cartoons showing that the US
of the unrest is directly at- organization considered the
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- fril mabieto this program.” Panthers to be ineffectual and
w3 .,tl‘u“ee -page memo and  corrupt.
| %76aféd ‘documents obtained “These are clever cartoons

11~ by The Los Angeles Times Wwhich belittle the Panthers
" from ‘the Senate " intelligence “and should further differenges
committee reveal an intensive ‘ampng BPP leaders, aamd
* offort By the FBI to fosterand members,” Hoover said:in
capitalize on the enmity approving the scheme. :
. Welwebh the Black Panther Adams said the violence-
: fnd the US organization  prone Black Panthers and US
'ﬁanlblé 0 at a time when  were pitted against each other
the two' mif%iant black groups. in an effort to prevent them
were\\ﬁ’rrmg%penly &K 7 from’ j6ining' forces. He said”
“fhréelmonth period, only a *‘very thin ljne”

MEy through A‘i.lgust“ S6pdrates such dttivity*from
5 1969, the"Warfare took the the . actual promotion _of
f‘drm"bf two killings, the violence—but emphasized the
Ao g '{ four othegf%per- FBIseughtmavo:deleme ¢
' -"‘“d““eg’ RS That's why all'dFiEss
= Adams deputy _» things had to: l?e oved at,
1<soc1a%é director ‘of thepFBI = ﬁéédqharte A.'fg' 3 e
who has testified extensively . 'e tried F}’“genﬂy to thread
before congressional com. theneedle.
mittees on the discontinued Adams said the wordmg of
counterintelligence -effort, the San Diego field office’s
said the purpose never was to  memo to Hoover should have
promote violence. been challenged by FBI
In an interview, Adams headquarters. “I know the
said:“We were not trying to wording is subject to the
get'people to kill each other, characterization that. this
‘but to disrupt these groups, to  office was taking credit for
_reduce their. effectiveness, I  shootings, beatings,” he said.
don,i know of any action that  *‘But, our purpese was:to

wasydesigned to produce prevent violence, not to
violence. foment violence, = '
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K See The lovement, Jul 69, filed Prep.



